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Zero Zero Zero Roberto Saviano is a gripping exploration into the intricate and often
perilous world of the global cocaine trade. Written by the acclaimed Italian journalist and
author Roberto Saviano, this book delves deep into the economic, social, and political
ramifications of drug trafficking. With a narrative style that blends investigative reporting
with storytelling, Saviano brings to light the dark underbelly of the drug industry, revealing
how it affects individuals, communities, and nations.



Background of Roberto Saviano

Roberto Saviano was born in Naples, Italy, in 1979. He gained international fame with his
first book, "Gomorrah," which chronicled the activities of the Camorra, a powerful
Neapolitan crime syndicate. This work led to significant repercussions for Saviano, forcing
him into hiding due to threats on his life from organized crime groups. Saviano's
commitment to exposing the truth about crime and corruption has made him a prominent
figure in modern journalism.

His Style and Approach

Saviano's writing is characterized by:

1. Meticulous Research: He spends years gathering information, often immersing himself in
the environments he writes about.

2. Personal Narratives: Saviano often includes personal anecdotes and testimonies from
those affected by the drug trade, making the narrative relatable and poignant.

3. Interconnectedness: He explores how drug trafficking is not just a criminal issue but a
complex web that involves politics, economics, and social structures.

Overview of "Zero Zero Zero"

"Zero Zero Zero" was published in 2013 and quickly garnered critical acclaim. The title
refers to the purest form of cocaine, symbolizing the drug's potency and the vast network
that surrounds its production, distribution, and consumption. Saviano's investigation spans
various continents and cultures, illustrating how cocaine is not merely a recreational drug
but a powerful economic force that influences global markets and political landscapes.

Structure of the Book

The book is structured into three main parts:

1. The Cultivation: This section investigates the coca plant's origins in the Andean region of
South America, particularly focusing on Colombia, Peru, and Bolivia. Saviano details how
coca farmers are often caught in a cycle of poverty and desperation, making them
susceptible to the drug trade.

2. The Trafficking: This part covers the intricate logistics of cocaine trafficking, including the
roles of cartels, smugglers, and corrupt officials. Saviano examines how these networks
operate across borders, intertwining with global finance and politics.

3. The Consumption: The final section delves into the effects of cocaine use on individuals



and societies, highlighting the addiction crisis and its consequences. Saviano discusses how
the demand for cocaine in wealthy countries perpetuates the cycle of violence and
exploitation in producing nations.

The Cocaine Economy

Saviano paints a vivid picture of the cocaine economy, illustrating its vast scale and impact
on various facets of life.

Economic Impact

- Revenue Generation: The cocaine trade generates billions of dollars annually, making it
one of the most lucrative illegal industries in the world. It is estimated that the global
cocaine market is worth around $100 billion.

- Job Creation: While the drug trade is illegal, it provides employment for many in
impoverished regions, from coca farmers to transporters.

- Corruption: The immense profits from cocaine trafficking have a corrosive effect on

governments and institutions, leading to widespread corruption and undermining the rule of
law.

Social Consequences

- Addiction: The demand for cocaine leads to significant public health issues, including
addiction and related social problems.

- Violence: The struggle for control over drug routes often results in violent conflicts
between rival cartels and law enforcement.

- Displacement: Communities in drug-producing regions often face violence and

displacement due to the activities of cartels and the military's response to drug-related
crime.

The Human Element

One of the most powerful aspects of "Zero Zero Zero" is Saviano's focus on the human
stories behind the statistics.



Personal Stories

Saviano includes several personal accounts that illustrate the devastating effects of the
cocaine trade:

1. Coca Farmers: Many farmers cultivate coca out of necessity, facing limited options for
sustainable livelihoods. Saviano profiles individuals who are trapped in this cycle, often
coerced by powerful cartels.

2. Addicts: He shares stories of addiction, depicting the struggles of individuals and families
torn apart by cocaine use. These narratives humanize the statistics and bring attention to
the need for compassion and understanding in addressing addiction.

3. Law Enforcement: Saviano also highlights the challenges faced by law enforcement
officials who combat drug trafficking. He portrays the moral dilemmas and risks they
encounter in their efforts to uphold the law.

Global Implications

Saviano's exploration of the cocaine trade has far-reaching implications beyond the
immediate effects on individuals and communities.

International Relations

- Drug Policy: The global war on drugs has resulted in varying policies and strategies that
often fail to address the root causes of drug trafficking and addiction. Saviano argues for
more nuanced approaches that consider economic and social factors.

- Political Instability: Countries heavily involved in the drug trade often face political
instability, as power struggles between cartels and governments can lead to violence and
corruption.

- Economic Disparities: The cocaine trade exacerbates existing economic disparities,
contributing to cycles of poverty and violence in producing nations while creating wealth
and power for traffickers and cartels.

Conclusion: The Call for Change

"Zero Zero Zero Roberto Saviano" serves as a powerful indictment of the global cocaine
trade, highlighting its complexities and far-reaching consequences. Saviano's blend of
personal stories and rigorous research compels readers to confront the realities of drug
trafficking and its impact on society.

As Saviano concludes in his work, addressing the cocaine trade requires a holistic approach



that involves understanding the economic, social, and political dimensions of the issue. His
call for change is not just about combating drug trafficking but also about addressing the
underlying conditions that perpetuate this cycle of violence and exploitation.

In a world grappling with the consequences of drug use and trafficking, "Zero Zero Zero"
serves as a crucial reminder of the human cost behind the headlines and statistics. It
challenges us to think critically about our own roles in this complex global issue and the
ways we can advocate for a more just and equitable society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Zero Zero Zero' by Roberto Saviano about?

'‘Zero Zero Zero' is an investigative book that explores the global cocaine trade, its impact
on various societies, and the interconnectedness of drug trafficking with politics,
economics, and violence.

How does Saviano's writing style in 'Zero Zero Zero'
compare to his previous works?

In 'Zero Zero Zero', Saviano employs a journalistic and narrative style that combines
detailed research with personal anecdotes, similar to his earlier work in 'Gomorrah', but
with a broader international perspective.

What is the significance of the title 'Zero Zero Zero'?

The title 'Zero Zero Zero' refers to the purity of cocaine, indicating its highest quality, which
is a central theme in the book as it examines the drug's journey from production to
consumption.

What impact has 'Zero Zero Zero' had on public
perception of drug trafficking?

'‘Zero Zero Zero' has raised awareness about the complexities and consequences of the
drug trade, challenging readers to reconsider their views on drugs, crime, and the global
economy.

Is 'Zero Zero Zero' based on true events?

Yes, 'Zero Zero Zero' is based on extensive research and real-life events, drawing from
interviews, data, and case studies to illustrate the realities of the cocaine trade.

How has 'Zero Zero Zero' been received by critics and
readers?

'Zero Zero Zero' has been generally well-received, praised for its in-depth analysis and
gripping narrative, though some critics note its dense content may be challenging for
casual readers.



What themes are explored in 'Zero Zero Zero'?

Key themes in 'Zero Zero Zero' include the globalization of drug trafficking, the moral
implications of the drug trade, the corruption it breeds, and its devastating effects on
communities and individuals.

Has 'Zero Zero Zero' been adapted into any other media
formats?

Yes, 'Zero Zero Zero' has been adapted into a television series, which further explores the
themes of the book through dramatized storytelling and visual narratives.
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