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The Song of Wandering Aengus

By William Butler Yeats

I went out to the hazel wood,

Because a fire was in my head,

And cut and peeled a hazel wand,

And hooked a berry to a thread;

And when white moths were on the wing,
And moth-like stars were flickering out,

| dropped the berry in a stream

And caught a little silver trout.

When | had laid it on the floor

| went to blow the fire a-flame,

But something rustled on the floor,
And someone called me by my name:
It had become a glimmering girl

With apple blossom in her hair

Who called me by my name and ran
And faded through the brightening air.

Though | am old with wandering
Through hollow lands and hilly lands,

I will find out where she has gone,

And kiss her lips and take her hands;
And walk among long dappled grass,
And pluck till time and times are done,
The silver apples of the moon,

The golden apples of the sun.
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Yeats' Song of Wandering Aengus is a profound and captivating poem that encapsulates the themes of
desire, longing, and the quest for beauty. Written by the renowned Irish poet W.B. Yeats, this lyrical
work draws on Celtic mythology and reflects the complexities of human emotions. In this article, we will
delve into the meaning, themes, and significance of Yeats' "Song of Wandering Aengus," exploring its

place in literary history and its enduring appeal.



Understanding the Poem's Context

Yeats wrote "Song of Wandering Aengus" in a period rich with personal and artistic transformation.
The poem was published in 1899 in his collection The Wind Among the Reeds. It is essential to grasp

the background of the poet and the era to fully appreciate the work.

1. W.B. Yeats: A Brief Biography

- Early Life: William Butler Yeats was born in 1865 in Sandymount, Dublin. He was influenced by the
Irish landscape and folklore from a young age.

- Literary Career: Yeats was a central figure in the Irish Literary Revival and was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Literature in 1923.

- Themes: His works often explored themes of love, mysticism, and Irish nationalism.

2. The Mythological Roots of Aengus

Aengus, or Aengus Og, is a prominent figure in Irish mythology. His character is associated with love
and youth, embodying the idea of the eternal seeker. Understanding his background can provide

deeper insights into Yeats' poem.

- God of Love: Aengus is often depicted as a youthful deity representing romantic desire and the
pursuit of beauty.
- Transformation: The myths surrounding Aengus often involve transformation and the fluidity of

identity, themes that resonate throughout Yeats' work.



Analysis of "Song of Wandering Aengus"

Yeats' poem is rich in imagery and symbolism, inviting readers to explore its layered meanings. The
poem follows Aengus on a quest for a beautiful young girl, symbolizing the pursuit of unattainable

ideals.

1. Structure and Form

"Song of Wandering Aengus" is composed of three stanzas, each contributing to the overall narrative

and emotional depth.

- Rhyme Scheme: The poem features a consistent rhyme scheme, enhancing its musical quality.

- Imagery: Yeats uses vivid imagery to create a dreamlike atmosphere that mirrors Aengus' quest.

2. Thematic Exploration

The themes of the poem are profound and multifaceted. Here are some key themes:

- Desire and Longing: Aengus' pursuit of the girl represents the universal human experience of desire
and longing for the unattainable.

- The Nature of Beauty: The poem explores the transient nature of beauty and how it captivates the
human spirit.

- Transformation and Identity: Aengus' journey reflects the idea of personal transformation and the

search for self.



3. Symbolism in the Poem

Yeats employs various symbols throughout "Song of Wandering Aengus," enriching the poem's

meaning.

- The Salmon: The salmon symbolizes wisdom and transformation, connecting Aengus to the deeper
mysteries of life.

- The Glimmering Girl: The girl Aengus pursues represents the elusive nature of beauty and desire, a
recurring motif in Yeats' poetry.

- The Apple Blossom: The apple blossom serves as a symbol of love and the fleeting nature of beauty,

emphasizing the poem's melancholic undertones.

Significance of '""'Song of Wandering Aengus"

The significance of Yeats' poem extends beyond its literary merit; it reflects broader cultural and

philosophical ideas.

1. Influence on Irish Literature

"Song of Wandering Aengus" is a cornerstone of modern Irish poetry, influencing countless writers and

poets.

- Celtic Imagery: Yeats' use of Celtic mythology inspired future generations to explore lIrish folklore in
their works.
- Romanticism: The poem embodies the Romantic movement's ideals, emphasizing emotion and the

sublime beauty of nature.



2. A Reflection of Yeats' Personal Struggles

Yeats' life experiences profoundly influenced his writing. The themes of longing and desire in "Song of

Wandering Aengus" can be viewed as reflections of his personal struggles.

- Unrequited Love: Yeats had turbulent romantic relationships, which often found expression in his
poetry.
- Search for Meaning: The quest for beauty and truth in the poem mirrors Yeats' own philosophical

inquiries.

Reading and Interpreting the Poem

To fully appreciate "Song of Wandering Aengus," it is essential to engage with the text and explore its

meanings.

1. Close Reading Techniques

When analyzing the poem, consider the following approaches:

- Imagery Analysis: Pay attention to the vivid images Yeats creates and how they contribute to the
poem's themes.

- Sound Devices: Notice the use of alliteration, assonance, and rhyme, which enhance the poem's
lyrical quality.

- Emotional Resonance: Reflect on the emotions evoked by the poem and how they relate to your

personal experiences.



2. Popular Interpretations

Various interpretations of the poem have emerged over the years, contributing to its rich literary

discourse.

- Existential Quest: Some readers view Aengus' journey as a metaphor for the human search for
purpose and meaning.
- Idealism vs. Reality: Others interpret the poem as a commentary on the tension between idealistic

desires and the harshness of reality.

Conclusion

Yeats' "Song of Wandering Aengus" remains a testament to the power of poetry to convey deep
emotional truths and explore the complexities of human experience. Through its evocative imagery,
rich symbolism, and profound themes, the poem continues to resonate with readers today. As we
reflect on Aengus' quest for beauty and love, we are reminded of our own desires and the eternal
search for meaning in a world filled with wonder and longing. Whether through personal reflection or
literary analysis, Yeats' work invites us to engage with the timeless themes of desire, identity, and the

pursuit of beauty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Yeats' 'The Song of Wandering Aengus'?

The central theme of the poem revolves around the pursuit of beauty and the search for a lost ideal,

often interpreted as a quest for love or artistic inspiration.



How does Yeats use imagery in 'The Song of Wandering Aengus'?

Yeats employs rich imagery to evoke a sense of longing and enchantment, using natural elements like

the 'silver trout' and 'glimmering girl' to symbolize beauty and desire.

What role does the figure of Aengus play in the poem?

Aengus, derived from Irish mythology, represents the archetype of the eternal seeker, embodying the
themes of desire, transformation, and the pursuit of one's dreams.
In what ways does 'The Song of Wandering Aengus' reflect Yeats'

personal experiences?

The poem reflects Yeats' own experiences with unrequited love and his lifelong quest for artistic

fulfillment, paralleling his feelings of longing and the transient nature of beauty.
What literary devices are prominent in 'The Song of Wandering

Aengus'?

Prominent literary devices in the poem include symbolism, alliteration, and repetition, which enhance

its lyrical quality and emphasize the emotional depth of Aengus' journey.
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