
Zinn Chapter 2 Answer Key

Zinn Chapter 2 Answer Key is a resource that many students and educators refer to when
studying Howard Zinn's influential book, "A People's History of the United States." Chapter 2, titled
"Drawing the Color Line," delves into the complexities of race relations in early America, focusing on
the interactions between Native Americans, African Americans, and European settlers. This article
will explore the key themes, events, and historical implications discussed in this chapter, offering an
answer key to some of the questions that often arise from it.

Understanding Chapter 2: Key Themes

The Origins of Racism

One of the primary themes in Chapter 2 is the origin of racism in the United States. Zinn argues that
racism did not arise naturally but was constructed as a means of social control. The chapter
examines how the economic interests of European settlers led to the dehumanization of both Native
Americans and enslaved Africans.

- Economic Motivations: The need for labor in the New World drove European powers to seek out
and exploit enslaved Africans. This economic demand contributed to the establishment of racial
hierarchies.
- Cultural Justifications: European settlers often justified their actions through cultural superiority,
claiming that their civilization was more advanced than that of Native Americans and Africans.

Colonial Encounters

Zinn discusses the encounters between European colonizers and Native Americans. The chapter
details how these early interactions were marked by violence, land dispossession, and the spread of
diseases that decimated Native populations.



- Violence and Displacement: The narrative recounts various confrontations, such as King Philip’s
War, which illustrated the violent dynamics between settlers and indigenous peoples.
- Disease: The introduction of European diseases devastated Native American communities, further
facilitating the colonizers' expansion.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade

The chapter also provides a critical analysis of the transatlantic slave trade, highlighting its brutality
and the systematic exploitation of African peoples.

- Middle Passage: Zinn describes the horrific conditions of the Middle Passage, where millions of
Africans were forcibly transported to the Americas.
- Slavery as a System: The establishment of slavery as a legal and economic institution shaped
American society and culture, creating deep-seated racial divisions.

Answer Key for Common Questions from Chapter 2

To facilitate a deeper understanding of the content in Chapter 2, the following answer key addresses
some frequently posed questions:

1. What factors contributed to the development of racism in
colonial America?

- Economic Interests: The demand for labor in plantations led to the enslavement of Africans and the
justification of their inferior status.
- Cultural Superiority: European settlers viewed themselves as superior, which allowed them to
rationalize the mistreatment of other races.
- Legal Frameworks: Laws were enacted that institutionalized racial discrimination and solidified the
social hierarchy based on race.

2. How did European settlers justify their treatment of Native
Americans?

- Manifest Destiny: The belief that settlers were destined to expand across the continent justified
their actions against Native populations.
- Cultural Inferiority: Settlers often claimed that Native American cultures were primitive, thus
legitimizing their displacement and violence against them.
- Religious Rationalization: Some settlers believed they had a divine right to claim land inhabited by
non-Christians.



3. What role did the transatlantic slave trade play in shaping
American society?

- Economic Foundations: The slave trade provided the labor necessary for the economic growth of
the colonies, particularly in agriculture.
- Social Hierarchy: Slavery established a rigid social structure based on race, which has had lasting
effects on American society.
- Cultural Impact: The introduction of African cultures and traditions contributed to the rich tapestry
of American identity, even as these cultures were suppressed.

Critical Analysis of Zinn's Perspective

While Zinn's narrative is compelling and offers a necessary counter-narrative to traditional histories,
it is essential to critically analyze his perspective.

Strengths of Zinn's Argument

- Inclusion of Marginalized Voices: Zinn's work is notable for its focus on the experiences of those
often overlooked in historical narratives, including indigenous peoples and enslaved Africans.
- Challenging Traditional Narratives: By questioning the glorified accounts of American history, Zinn
encourages readers to think critically about the past and its implications for the present.

Critiques of Zinn's Approach

- Simplification of Complex Issues: Some historians argue that Zinn simplifies complex historical
events and relationships, leading to a binary perspective of oppressor and oppressed.
- Emphasis on Class Struggle: Critics suggest that Zinn’s focus on class struggle may overshadow
other important factors, including gender and regional differences.

Conclusion

Zinn's Chapter 2 serves as a crucial examination of the roots of racism and the impact of colonialism
on America's social fabric. By analyzing the economic, cultural, and social dimensions of race
relations, Zinn provides readers with a framework to understand the historical context of
contemporary issues regarding race and inequality. The answer key presented here aims to clarify
some of the chapter's complex themes and encourage further discussion. As students and educators
engage with Zinn's work, it is vital to approach it with a critical eye, recognizing both its
contributions and its limitations in the broader narrative of American history.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Chapter 2 in Zinn's book?
Chapter 2 focuses on the early European colonization of America and its impact on Indigenous
populations.

How does Zinn portray Christopher Columbus in Chapter 2?
Zinn portrays Columbus as a figure whose actions led to the exploitation and suffering of Native
peoples, challenging the traditional heroic narrative.

What key events does Zinn highlight regarding the treatment
of Native Americans?
Zinn highlights events such as the brutal conquest of the Arawaks and the establishment of a system
of slavery and violence against Indigenous peoples.

What does Zinn suggest about the motives behind European
exploration?
Zinn suggests that the motives behind European exploration were primarily driven by a desire for
wealth, power, and land rather than noble ideals.

How does Zinn address the concept of 'Manifest Destiny' in
Chapter 2?
Zinn critiques the idea of 'Manifest Destiny' as a justification for the expansion and oppression of
Native American communities.

What role does capitalism play in Zinn's analysis of early
American history?
Zinn argues that capitalism was a driving force behind colonization, leading to the exploitation of
both land and people.

How does Zinn's perspective differ from traditional American
history narratives?
Zinn's perspective differs by emphasizing the voices and experiences of marginalized groups, rather
than focusing solely on political leaders and events.

What evidence does Zinn provide to support his claims in
Chapter 2?
Zinn provides evidence from historical documents, accounts from Indigenous peoples, and critiques
of colonial policies to support his claims.



What impact did the events described in Chapter 2 have on the
future of America?
The events described set a precedent for the treatment of Indigenous peoples and shaped the socio-
economic structures that would define American society.
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