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ZeTA PHI BETA HISTORY IS A RICH NARRATIVE THAT INTERTWINES THE ASPIRATIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN
WOMEN FROM THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY TO THE PRESENT DAY. FOUNDED ON JANUARY 16, 1920, AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY IN
W AsHINGTON, D.C., ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC. EMERGED AS A RESPONSE TO THE PREVAILING SOCIAL CONDITIONS,
DISCRIMINATION, AND THE NEED FOR A COMMUNITY THAT PROMOTED SISTERHOOD, SCHOLARSHIP, AND SERVICE. THIS ARTICLE
DELVES INTO THE CREATION, EVOLUTION, AND IMPACT OF ZETA PHI BETA, HIGHLIGHTING KEY MILESTONES AND CONTRIBUTIONS
MADE BY ITS MEMBERS THROUGHOUT HISTORY.

FOUNDING oF ZETA PHI BETA

THE INCEPTION OF ZETA PHI BETA WAS ROOTED IN THE DESIRE FOR A FEMALE COUNTERPART TO THE EXISTING FRATERNITIES OF
THE TIME. THE FOUNDERS WERE A GROUP OF VISIONARY \WOMEN:

1. ArizoNA CLEAVER STEMONS
2. FANNIE PETTIE WATTS

3. LAVINIA NORMAN

4. MYRTLE TYLER FAITHFUL

5. VioLA TyLErR GOINGS

THESE WOMEN RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR AN ORGANIZATION THAT WOULD ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES FACED BY AFRICAN
AMERICAN WOMEN AND PROVIDE A PLATFORM FOR ADVOCACY, EMPOWERMENT, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE. THEY SOUGHT TO
CREATE A SORORITY THAT WAS DISTINCT FROM OTHERS, PRIORITIZING SCHOLARSHIP, SERVICE, SISTERHOOD, AND FINER

W OMANHOOD.

CorE PRINCIPLES AND V ALUES

THE FOUNDERS OF ZETA PHI BETA ESTABLISHED THE SORORITY BASED ON FIVE CORE PRINCIPLES:

- SCHOLARSHIP: THE IMPORTANCE OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND INTELLECTUAL GROW TH.

- SERVICE: A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY SERVICE AND SOCIAL ACTION.

- SISTERHOOD: THE CULTIVATION OF STRONG BONDS AND SUPPORT AMONG MEMBERS.

- FINER W/ OMANHOOD: THE PROMOTION OF HIGH STANDARDS AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AMONG \WOMEN.
- CHARITY: ENGAGING IN PHILANTHROPIC ENDEAVORS TO UPLIFT AND ASSIST COMMUNITIES.

THESE VALUES HAVE GUIDED ZETA PHI BETA THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY AND CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE THE SORORITY'S



PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES.

THE EXPANSION OF ZETA PHI BETA

ZETA PHI BETA QUICKLY GREW BEYOND ITS FOUNDING CHAPTER AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY. THE SORORITY EXPANDED TO OTHER
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, ESTABLISHING A NATIONAL PRESENCE. BY THE MID-1920s, ZETA PHI BETA HAD CHAPTERS
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, WITH ITS FIRST CHAPTER ESTABLISHED IN CHICAGO IN 1923.

EsSTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION

IN 1923, ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC. WAS INCORPORATED, CEMENTING ITS STATUS AS A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION. THE
INCORPORATION MARKED A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE, ENABLING THE SORORITY TO FORMALIZE ITS STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE, AND
POLICIES. THE FOUNDING MEMBERS AND EARLY LEADERS WORKED DILIGENTLY TO PROMOTE THE SORORITY'S MISSION AND
INCREASE ITS VISIBILITY.

SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES IN ZETA PHI BETA HisTORY

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, ZETA PHI BETA HAS EXPERIENCED NUMEROUS MILESTONES THAT HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO ITS
LEGACY:

1. FIRST SORORITY TO INCORPORATE: ZETA PHI BETA WAS THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN SORORITY TO BE INCORPORATED,
WHICH ALLOWED IT TO OPERATE WITH LEGAL RECOGNITION AND ESTABLISH ITS OWN BYLAWS.

2. NATIONAL CONVENTIONS: THE SORORITY HOLDS NATIONAL CONVENTIONS EVERY TWO YEARS, PROVIDING A PLATFORM FOR
MEMBERS TO CONVENE, SHARE IDEAS, AND STRATEGIZE FOR THE FUTURE. THE FIRST NATIONAL CONVENTION TOOK PLACE IN
1921.

3. ApoPTION OF THE NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION: IN 1948, ZETA PHI BETA ESTABLISHED THE ZETA PHI BETA
SORORITY NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION, AIMED AT SUPPORTING EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES AND SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
STUDENTS IN NEED.

4. MEMBERSHIP EXPANSION: THE SORORITY OPENED ITS DOORS TO WOMEN OF ALL RACES IN ]945, EMBRACING THE IDEALS OF
INCLUSIVITY AND DIVERSITY.

5. Focus oN SociAL ACTION: ZETA PHI BETA HAS HISTORICALLY ENGAGED IN SOCIAL ACTION INITIATIVES, ADDRESSING ISSUES
SUCH AS CIVIL RIGHTS, EDUCATION, AND HEALTH DISPARITIES WITHIN AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES.

ZETA PHI BETA AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

THE SORORITY HAS A LONG-STANDING COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SERVICE. FROM ITS INCEPTION, ZETA
PHI BETA HAS ENGAGED IN VARIOUS INITIATIVES AIMED AT PROMOTING SOCIAL CHANGE AND UPLIFTING MARGINALIZED
COMMUNITIES. SOME NOTABLE EFFORTS INCLUDE:

- HEALTH INITIATIVES: ZETA PHI BETA HAS PARTNERED WITH NATIONAL HEALTH ORGANIZATIONS TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT
HEALTH DISPARITIES AFFECTING AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN, INCLUDING CAMPAIGNS FOCUSED ON HYPERTENSION, DIABETES, AND
MENTAL HEALTH.

- EDUCATION INITIATIVES: THE SORORITY HAS ESTABLISHED SCHOLARSHIPS AND MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS AIMED AT SUPPORTING
YOUNG WOMEN THROUGH THEIR ACADEMIC JOURNEYS.



- ADVOCACY: ZETA PHI BETA HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN ADVOCACY EFFORTS FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, EQUALITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE,
COLLABORATING WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND MOVEMENTS TO BRING ABOUT CHANGE.

CuLTURAL AND HisToRrICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

ZETA PHI BETA HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO CULTURE AND HISTORY, PARTICULARLY IN THE REALMS OF
EDUCATION, ARTS, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE. THE SORORITY HAS EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTURAL HERITAGE AND
HAS ACTIVELY PROMOTED AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND ACHIEVEMENTS.

FOSTERING LEADERSHIP AMONG W OMEN

ZETA PHI BETA HAS PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN FOSTERING LEADERSHIP SKILLS AMONG WOMEN. THROUGH VARIOUS PROGRAMS
AND CONFERENCES, THE SORORITY HAS EMPOWERED MEMBERS TO TAKE ON LEADERSHIP ROLES BOTH WITHIN THE ORGANIZATION
AND IN THEIR COMMUNITIES. MANY ZETA PHI BETA MEMBERS HAVE GONE ON TO BECOME INFLUENTIAL LEADERS IN VARIOUS FIELDS,
INCLUDING EDUCATION, POLITICS, BUSINESS, AND THE ARTS.

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND PHILANTHROPY

ZETA PHI BETA'S COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY SERVICE IS EXEMPLIFIED THROUGH ITS VARIOUS PROGRAMS, INCLUDING:

- Z-HOPE (ZeTAs HeLPING OTHER PEOPLE EXCEL): A PROGRAM FOCUSED ON EMPOWERING INDIVIDUALS THROUGH EDUCATION,
HEALTH AW ARENESS, AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT.

- NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE: AN ANNUAL EVENT WHERE MEMBERS ENGAGE IN COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS ACROSS THE
COUNTRY.

- SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS: PROVIDING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO DESERVING STUDENTS THROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS.

MoDERN ERA AND LEGACY

As ZETA PHI BETA MOVES FURTHER INTO THE 2 1ST CENTURY, IT CONTINUES TO ADAPT TO THE CHANGING SOCIAL LANDSCAPE
WHILE REMAINING COMMITTED TO ITS FOUNDING PRINCIPLES. THE SORORITY HAS EMBRACED TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIAL MEDIA TO
CONNECT WITH NEW GENERATIONS OF WOMEN, ENSURING THAT ITS MESSAGE OF EMPOWERMENT AND SERVICE RESONATES WITH
YOUNG WOMEN TODAY.

THe RoLE ofF ZETA PHI BETA IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY, ZETA PHI BETA HAS MAINTAINED ITS RELEVANCE BY ADDRESSING CURRENT ISSUES FACED BY WOMEN
AND COMMUNITIES. THE SORORITY HAS BEEN VOCAL ABOUT SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES, INCLUDING RACIAL EQUALITY, GENDER
EQUITY, AND ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND HEALTHCARE.

LookING AHEAD

AS THE SORORITY CELEBRATES ITS HISTORY, IT ALSO LOOKS TOWARD THE FUTURE. ZETA PHI BETA REMAINS COMMITTED TO
UPLIFTING WOMEN, FOSTERING SISTERHOOD, AND SERVING COMMUNITIES. THE LEGACY OF ITS FOUNDERS LIVES ON THROUGH THE
ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES OF ITS MEMBERS, WHO CONTINUE TO EMBODY THE IDEALS OF SCHOLARSHIP, SERVICE, AND
SISTERHOOD.



CoNcCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC. IS A TESTAMENT TO THE STRENGTH, RESILIENCE, AND DEDICATION OF AFRICAN
AMERICAN WOMEN. FROM ITS HUMBLE BEGINNINGS AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY TO ITS NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL REACH
TODAY, ZETA PHI BETA HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY AND CONTINUES TO EMPOWER WOMEN AND
COMMUNITIES. THE ORGANIZATION'S UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO ITS FOUNDING PRINCIPLES ENSURES THAT IT WILL REMAIN A
VITAL FORCE FOR POSITIVE CHANGE FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT YEAR WAS ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC. FOUNDED?

ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC. WAS FOUNDED ON JANUARY 16, 1920.

\WHERE WAS ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC. ESTABLISHED?

ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC. WAS ESTABLISHED AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY IN W ASHINGTON, D.C.

\W/HO WERE THE FOUNDERS OF ZETA PHI BETA?

THE FOUNDERS OF ZETA PHI BETA ARE ARIZONA CLEAVER STEMONS, FANNIE PETTIE WATTS, MYRTLE TYLER FAITHFUL, AND
VioLa TyLER GOINGS.

\WHAT WAS THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY?

THE ORIGINAL PURPOSE OF ZETA PHI BETA WAS TO CREATE A SISTERHOOD THAT EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY
SERVICE, SCHOLARSHIP, AND SISTERLY LOVE.

W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE COLOR BLUE AND WHITE IN ZETA PHI BETA?

THE COLORS BLUE AND WHITE SYMBOLIZE THE SORORITY'S COMMITMENT TO FIDELITY AND PURITY, RESPECTIVELY.

\WHAT IS ZETA PHI BETA'S OFFICIAL FLOWER?

THE OFFICIAL FLOWER OF ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC. IS THE WHITE ROSE.

How DOoESs ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC. CONTRIBUTE TO COMMUNITY SERVICE?

ZETA PHI BETA ENGAGES IN COMMUNITY SERVICE THROUGH VARIOUS PROGRAMS FOCUSED ON HEALTH AW ARENESS, EDUCATION
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

’

\W/HAT ARE THE KEY PRINCIPLES OF ZETA PHI BETA?

THE KEY PRINCIPLES OF ZETA PHI BETA ARE SCHOLARSHIP, SERVICE, SISTERHOOD, AND FINER W OMANHOOD.

\W/HAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ZETA PHI BETA AND THE NATIONAL PAN-
HeLLenic CounciL?

ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, INC. IS ONE OF THE NINE HISTORICALLY BLACK GREEK-LETTER ORGANIZATIONS THAT MAKE UP THE
NATIONAL PAN-HELLENIC COUNCIL.

How HAS ZETA PHI BETA EVOLVED OVER THE YEARS?

SINCE ITS FOUNDING, ZETA PHI BETA HAS EXPANDED GLOBALLY, ESTABLISHED NUMEROUS CHAPTERS, AND INCREASED ITS FOCUS



ON SOCIAL JUSTICE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND ADVOCACY FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.
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Madonna, Elton John feud ends: The history of their relationship
Apr 8, 2025 - Madonna has revealed she and Elton John have ended their feud after more than 20
years of bad blood between the singers.

Elton John and Madonna's feud explained: Why the pop legends ...
Aug 5, 2022 - During the build-up to the awards ceremony, Elton said Madonna had "no f***ing
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chance" of winning against his track 'Hello Hello' for animated kids' film Gnomeo & Juliet. His ...

Madonna and Elton John End Feud: 'Forgiveness Is a Powerful ...

Apr 7, 2025 - Madonna and Elton John have ended their infamous feud, more than 20 years after
John publicly slammed Madonna for lip-syncing.

Madonna and Elton John Just Ended Their Decades-Long Feud ...
Apr 8, 2025 - Madonna and Elton John "finally buried the hatchet" after feuding publicly for over 20
years, as the Queen of Pop confirmed on Instagram.

Elton John & Madonna Make Peace After 20+ Year Feud
Apr 8, 2025 - Elton John and Madonna have buried the hatchet, ending a decades-long feud thanks
to a last-minute game-changing decision by Madonna.

Elton John and Madonna end bitter old beef over lip-sync row
Apr 8, 2025 - After Katy Perry and Taylor Swift, and the Gallagher brothers, Madonna and Elton

John have finally buried the hatchet, effectively ending a feud that had begun more than ...

Madonna And Elton John End Their Decades-Long Feud: 'We ...
Apr 7, 2025 - After decades of drama, Madonna and Elton John reunite backstage at SNL. What he

said stunned her and changed their relationship forever.

Madonna and Elton John put an end to their feud after she ...
Apr 7, 2025 - Their rivalry continued after the 2012 Golden Globes when Madonna won Best Original
Song over Elton. Madonna and Elton John have officially put their long-standing feud ...

Madonna and Elton John End Their Feud After Years Apart: “It
After more than 20 years of tension, pop stars Madonna and Elton John have finally made peace.
Their surprising reunion happened behind the scenes at Saturday Night Live in April 2025.

Madonna and Elton John end decades-long feud: ‘Forgive me’
Apr 11, 2025 - Madonna and Elton John finally put an end to their decades-long feud when she went

to see him perform at "Saturday Night Live."
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