
Wilson Rawls Where The Red Fern Grows

Wilson Rawls is a name that resonates with many who have a love for classic children's
literature, particularly his beloved novel, Where the Red Fern Grows. This touching story of
a young boy and his two coonhounds has captured the hearts of readers since its
publication in 1961. Rawls penned this semi-autobiographical tale, drawing from his own
childhood experiences in the Ozarks, where he developed a deep connection to nature and
animals. The story not only explores themes of adventure and companionship but also
delves into profound lessons about love, loss, and perseverance.

Wilson Rawls: A Brief Biography

Wilson Rawls was born on September 24, 1913, in Scraper, Oklahoma. Growing up in a rural
environment, he spent much of his childhood surrounded by the beauty of nature, which
deeply influenced his writing. His early fascination with the outdoors and animals became
the foundation for his storytelling.

- Educational Background: Rawls faced challenges in his education due to his family's
financial struggles. He attended school only until the eighth grade, after which he worked
various jobs, including as a cowboy and a laborer.



- Early Writing Career: Despite his limited formal education, Rawls developed a passion for
writing. He began crafting stories while working in the fields, but he faced numerous
rejections from publishers early in his career. It wasn't until he wrote Where the Red Fern
Grows that he achieved significant success.

Overview of Where the Red Fern Grows

Where the Red Fern Grows tells the story of a young boy named Billy Colman, who longs for
two coonhound puppies. Set in the Ozark Mountains during the Great Depression, the
narrative follows Billy’s journey to obtain the dogs, which he names Old Dan and Little Ann.
The book is divided into several key sections, each highlighting different aspects of Billy's
life and his bond with his dogs.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Billy's determination to save money to buy two Redbone Coonhound
puppies. After working tirelessly for two years, he finally acquires his dogs and begins
training them for raccoon hunting. The bond between Billy and his dogs grows stronger as
they face various challenges together, including:

1. Training and Hunting: Billy dedicates himself to training Old Dan and Little Ann,
developing their hunting instincts and skills. The trio embarks on thrilling adventures in the
woods, showcasing their teamwork and resilience.

2. Competitions: Billy enters his dogs in hunting competitions, where they face off against
seasoned hunters and their dogs. These events test their abilities and deepen the bond
between Billy and his dogs.

3. Life Lessons: Throughout the story, Billy learns valuable lessons about hard work,
dedication, and the importance of companionship. His experiences in the wilderness shape
his character and understanding of life.

Thematic Elements

Rawls weaves several themes throughout Where the Red Fern Grows, making it more than
just a tale about a boy and his dogs. The following themes are particularly prominent:

- Love and Loyalty: The unconditional love between Billy and his dogs is a central theme of
the novel. Their loyalty to each other exemplifies the deep connections that can exist
between humans and animals.

- Perseverance: Billy's determination to achieve his dream of owning coonhounds
demonstrates the importance of perseverance. Despite numerous obstacles, he remains
committed to his goal, inspiring readers to pursue their dreams.



- Loss and Grief: The story does not shy away from the harsh realities of life. As Billy faces
loss and grief, readers are reminded of the fragility of life and the profound impact that love
can have, even in the face of sorrow.

Symbolism in the Novel

Rawls employs various symbols throughout Where the Red Fern Grows to enhance the
narrative's emotional depth.

The Red Fern

One of the most significant symbols in the novel is the red fern itself. According to Native
American legend, a red fern grows only where an angel has planted it, symbolizing
sacredness and eternal love. The appearance of the red fern at the end of the story serves
as a poignant reminder of the bond between Billy, Old Dan, and Little Ann, emphasizing the
themes of love and remembrance.

The Dogs

Old Dan and Little Ann are not just pets; they represent different aspects of loyalty and
courage. Old Dan is strong and determined, embodying the spirit of perseverance, while
Little Ann is intelligent and sensitive, showcasing the emotional depth of their relationship.
Together, they symbolize the ideal companionship that transcends words.

Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, Where the Red Fern Grows has left a lasting impact on readers of all
ages. The novel has been embraced in educational settings, often included in school
curriculums due to its rich themes and moral lessons.

Adaptations

The book's popularity has led to several adaptations, including:

1. Film Adaptations: The story has been adapted into films, with notable versions released
in 1974 and 2003. Both adaptations aim to capture the emotional essence of Rawls'
narrative, though they may vary in their interpretations.

2. Stage Productions: Various theatrical productions have also been created, bringing the
story to life on stage. These adaptations often focus on the emotional depth of the
characters and their relationships.



Influence on Children's Literature

Wilson Rawls’ work has significantly influenced children's literature, particularly in the
genre of animal stories. He paved the way for future authors to explore themes of
friendship, loss, and the bond between humans and animals. His ability to evoke deep
emotions through simple yet powerful storytelling has inspired generations of readers and
writers alike.

Conclusion

Where the Red Fern Grows remains a poignant and timeless tale that continues to resonate
with readers around the world. Wilson Rawls’ ability to weave together themes of love, loss,
and perseverance has created a narrative that is both heartwarming and heartbreaking.
The story of Billy and his beloved dogs serves as a reminder of the importance of
companionship and the enduring impact of love. As new generations discover this classic
novel, Rawls' legacy endures, ensuring that the emotional journey of Where the Red Fern
Grows will be cherished for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Where the Red Fern Grows'?
The main theme of 'Where the Red Fern Grows' is the bond between humans and animals,
particularly the loyalty and love between a boy and his dogs, as well as themes of
perseverance, loss, and the coming-of-age journey.

Who is the protagonist of 'Where the Red Fern Grows'?
The protagonist of 'Where the Red Fern Grows' is a young boy named Billy Coleman, who
dreams of owning hunting dogs and works hard to save money to buy them.

What are the names of Billy's dogs in the story?
Billy's dogs are named Old Dan and Little Ann, and they play a crucial role in his hunting
adventures and personal growth throughout the novel.

Why is the red fern significant in the story?
The red fern is significant in the story as it symbolizes love, remembrance, and the
connection between life and death, representing the enduring bond between Billy and his
dogs even after their passing.

What challenges does Billy face in 'Where the Red Fern



Grows'?
Billy faces several challenges, including overcoming poverty, dealing with the skepticism of
others about his abilities, and experiencing the emotional pain of loss and grief after his
dogs face danger.

How does the setting influence the story in 'Where the
Red Fern Grows'?
The setting, which takes place in the Ozark Mountains during the Great Depression,
influences the story by highlighting the struggles of rural life, the importance of nature, and
the deep connection to the land that shapes Billy's character.

What motivates Billy to train his dogs?
Billy is motivated to train his dogs by his passion for hunting and his desire to prove
himself, as well as his longing to create a strong bond with Old Dan and Little Ann, making
them the best hunting team.

What lessons does Billy learn throughout 'Where the
Red Fern Grows'?
Throughout 'Where the Red Fern Grows', Billy learns valuable lessons about responsibility,
the importance of hard work, the pain of loss, and the significance of love and loyalty in
relationships.
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