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Woodward Clyde Consultants has a rich history that spans several decades, marked by innovation,
growth, and a commitment to providing high-quality engineering and environmental consulting services.
Established in the mid-20th century, the firm has evolved to meet the needs of its clients while
adapting to the changing landscapes of technology and environmental regulations. This article delves
into the history, key milestones, and significant contributions of Woodward Clyde Consultants,
providing a comprehensive overview of its journey from its inception to its eventual merger with other

firms.



Founding and Early Years

Woodward Clyde Consultants was founded in 1950 by two engineers, William Woodward and Clyde H.
Hutton, in the San Francisco Bay Area. The company initially focused on geotechnical engineering and

quickly established a reputation for its expertise in soil mechanics and foundation design.

Key Foundational Elements

- Vision and Mission: The founders aimed to create a firm that not only provided engineering solutions
but also contributed positively to the environment and society.

- Innovative Practices: From the outset, Woodward Clyde was committed to developing innovative
engineering practices that addressed the unique challenges of the region, particularly in seismic safety

and soil stability.

Expansion and Diversification

In the 1960s and 1970s, Woodward Clyde Consultants began to expand its services beyond
geotechnical engineering. This diversification was a strategic move to adapt to the growing demand for

comprehensive engineering solutions, particularly in urban development and infrastructure projects.

Key Areas of Expansion

- Environmental Consulting: The firm recognized the increasing importance of environmental
considerations in engineering projects. They began offering services such as environmental
assessments, pollution control, and remediation strategies.

- Water Resources: As urban areas grew, the need for effective water management became critical.



Woodward Clyde developed expertise in hydrology and water resource management, addressing
issues such as flood control and water supply planning.
- Transportation: The firm took on transportation engineering projects, contributing to the development

of critical infrastructure such as highways, bridges, and transit systems.

Major Projects and Contributions

Throughout its history, Woodward Clyde Consultants has been involved in numerous high-profile

projects that have had a lasting impact on infrastructure and environmental sustainability.

Notable Projects

1. Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART): Woodward Clyde played a significant role in the geotechnical
investigations and design for the BART system, which revolutionized public transportation in the San
Francisco Bay Area.

2. California High-Speed Rail: The firm provided essential engineering and environmental consulting
services for the planning and design of this ambitious project aimed at connecting major cities across
California.

3. Environmental Remediation: Woodward Clyde was involved in several key environmental
remediation projects, including the cleanup of contaminated sites and the restoration of natural

habitats, helping to set industry standards for environmental responsibility.

Innovations in Engineering and Environmental Services

Woodward Clyde Consultants has been at the forefront of innovation in both engineering and
environmental services. The firm continually sought new technologies and methodologies to improve

project outcomes and minimize environmental impacts.



Technological Advancements

- Geotechnical Instrumentation: The firm pioneered the use of advanced geotechnical instrumentation
to monitor soil conditions and structural performance, enhancing safety and reliability in construction
projects.

- Environmental Modeling: Woodward Clyde developed sophisticated environmental modeling
techniques to assess the impact of projects on ecosystems, enabling more informed decision-making.
- Sustainable Practices: The firm adopted sustainable engineering practices, focusing on resource

conservation, waste reduction, and the use of renewable materials in construction.

Merger and Transition

In the late 1990s, Woodward Clyde Consultants underwent significant organizational changes,
including a merger with several other consulting firms. This strategic move aimed to enhance the

company’s capabilities and expand its reach in the global market.

Impact of the Merger

- Broadened Service Offerings: The merger allowed Woodward Clyde to offer a more comprehensive
range of services, including architecture, planning, and expanded environmental consulting.

- Global Presence: The newly formed entity gained a stronger global presence, enabling it to take on
larger projects and collaborate with international clients.

- Strengthened Expertise: By merging with other firms, Woodward Clyde was able to attract top talent
in various fields, further enhancing its reputation as a leader in engineering and environmental

consulting.



Legacy and Industry Influence

The legacy of Woodward Clyde Consultants can be seen in its lasting impact on the engineering and
environmental consulting industries. The firm’s commitment to innovation and sustainability has

influenced the direction of the industry, encouraging other firms to adopt similar practices.

Key Contributions to the Industry

- Setting Standards: Woodward Clyde played a crucial role in establishing industry standards for
environmental assessments and geotechnical engineering, influencing regulatory frameworks and best
practices.

- Education and Training: The firm has been active in educational initiatives, providing training and
resources for engineers and environmental professionals, thereby fostering the next generation of
experts in the field.

- Community Engagement: Woodward Clyde has emphasized the importance of community
engagement in engineering projects, advocating for stakeholder involvement and transparency in

decision-making processes.

Conclusion

The history of Woodward Clyde Consultants is a testament to the firm’s dedication to engineering
excellence and environmental stewardship. From its humble beginnings in the 1950s to its role as a
leader in the consulting industry, Woodward Clyde has consistently adapted to meet the evolving
needs of its clients and the challenges of the environment. As the firm continues to innovate and
expand its services, its legacy will undoubtedly influence future generations of engineers and
environmental professionals. The intersection of engineering and environmental consciousness,
exemplified by Woodward Clyde, will remain a critical aspect of sustainable development in the years

to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What year was Woodward Clyde Consultants founded?

Woodward Clyde Consultants was founded in 1957.

What types of services did Woodward Clyde Consultants provide?

The firm provided engineering, environmental, and consulting services, particularly in the fields of civil

engineering and environmental management.

Who were the founders of Woodward Clyde Consultants?

The firm was founded by engineers William Woodward and Clyde H. McKee.

What significant projects did Woodward Clyde Consultants work on?

The firm was involved in numerous significant projects, including environmental assessments and large
infrastructure developments across the United States.

When did Woodward Clyde Consultants become part of another
company?

In 1999, Woodward Clyde Consultants merged with URS Corporation.

What was the impact of Woodward Clyde Consultants on the

environmental consulting field?

Woodward Clyde Consultants played a key role in advancing environmental consulting practices,

particularly in the areas of contamination assessment and remediation.

Did Woodward Clyde Consultants have a global presence?

Yes, Woodward Clyde Consultants expanded its services internationally, working on projects in various



countries.

How did Woodward Clyde Consultants contribute to the field of civil
engineering?

The firm contributed to civil engineering through innovative designs and solutions for infrastructure

projects, including water resources and transportation systems.

What was a key focus area for Woodward Clyde Consultants in the

1990s?

In the 1990s, the firm focused heavily on environmental remediation and management, responding to

growing regulatory requirements.

What legacy did Woodward Clyde Consultants leave in the consulting
industry?

The legacy of Woodward Clyde Consultants includes a strong emphasis on sustainability and
environmental responsibility that influenced future consulting practices in engineering and

environmental fields.
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