
Worksheet Stem Changing Verbs

Worksheet stem changing verbs are an essential part of mastering the Spanish
language. These verbs, also known as "shoe verbs" or "boot verbs," undergo a vowel
change in their stem when conjugated in certain tenses. Understanding these verbs is
crucial not only for effective communication but also for achieving fluency in Spanish. This
article will delve into the nature of stem changing verbs, their conjugation patterns,
common examples, and how to create effective worksheets for practice.

What are Stem Changing Verbs?

Stem changing verbs are verbs that experience a change in their stem vowel when
conjugated. In Spanish, the stem of a verb is the part of the verb that remains once the
infinitive ending (-ar, -er, or -ir) is removed. These changes typically occur in the present



tense, preterite tense, and subjunctive mood.

There are three main categories of stem changes based on the type of vowel that changes:

e → ie: For example, "pensar" (to think) changes to "pienso" (I think).

e → i: For example, "pedir" (to request) changes to "pido" (I request).

o → ue: For example, "dormir" (to sleep) changes to "duermo" (I sleep).

Additionally, there's a fourth category for a few irregular verbs:

u → ue: For example, "jugar" (to play) changes to "juego" (I play).

Conjugation Patterns

Understanding the conjugation patterns of stem changing verbs is essential for proper use.
The changes occur in the present tense for all singular forms and for the third person plural
(ustedes). Here’s a breakdown of how each type of stem-changing verb is conjugated.

1. e → ie Verbs

For verbs that change from e to ie, the stem change occurs in all forms except for the
nosotros and vosotros forms. Here’s how "pensar" is conjugated:

Yo pienso1.

Tú piensas2.

Él/Ella/Usted piensa3.

Nosotros/Nosotras pensamos4.

Vosotros/Vosotras pensáis5.

Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes piensan6.



2. e → i Verbs

For verbs that change from e to i, the same rule applies. The stem change occurs in all
forms except for the nosotros and vosotros forms. For example, "pedir" is conjugated as
follows:

Yo pido1.

Tú pides2.

Él/Ella/Usted pide3.

Nosotros/Nosotras pedimos4.

Vosotros/Vosotras pedís5.

Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes piden6.

3. o → ue Verbs

For the o to ue stem changing verbs, the same pattern holds. Using "dormir" as an
example:

Yo duermo1.

Tú duermes2.

Él/Ella/Usted duerme3.

Nosotros/Nosotras dormimos4.

Vosotros/Vosotras dormís5.

Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes duermen6.

4. u → ue Verbs

This category is less common, but "jugar" is a prime example:

Yo juego1.



Tú juegas2.

Él/Ella/Usted juega3.

Nosotros/Nosotras jugamos4.

Vosotros/Vosotras jugáis5.

Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes juegan6.

Common Stem Changing Verbs

To effectively use stem changing verbs in conversation and writing, it helps to familiarize
yourself with some of the most common examples. Here’s a list of frequently used stem
changing verbs categorized by their changes:

e → ie Verbs

- cerrar (to close)
- entender (to understand)
- empezar (to begin)
- mentir (to lie)
- sugerir (to suggest)

e → i Verbs

- competir (to compete)
- repetir (to repeat)
- servir (to serve)
- vestir (to dress)
- despedir (to say goodbye)

o → ue Verbs

- poder (to be able to)
- volver (to return)
- encontrar (to find)
- mostrar (to show)
- contar (to count)



u → ue Verbs

- jugar (to play)

Creating Effective Worksheets for Stem Changing
Verbs

Worksheets are a great way to reinforce learning and understanding of stem changing
verbs. Here are some tips on how to create effective worksheets:

1. Conjugation Practice

Include exercises where students can practice conjugating different stem changing verbs.
For example, provide a list of verbs in their infinitive form and ask students to fill in the
blanks with the correct conjugated form.

2. Fill-in-the-Blank Sentences

Create sentences where students must fill in the blanks with the correct form of stem
changing verbs. This encourages contextual learning. For instance:

- Yo ________ (pensar) que es una buena idea.
- Ella ________ (dormir) ocho horas cada noche.

3. Matching Exercises

Provide a list of infinitive verbs and a separate list of their conjugated forms. Students must
match the infinitive with the correct conjugation.

4. Multiple Choice Questions

Design multiple-choice questions that test students’ understanding of when and how to use
particular stem changing verbs. For example:

What is the correct form of "jugar" for "nosotros"?
- A) jugamos
- B) juegan
- C) juega



5. Real-Life Scenarios

Encourage students to create sentences or short paragraphs using stem changing verbs in
real-life scenarios. This helps to reinforce the practical usage of these verbs.

Conclusion

Worksheet stem changing verbs are a vital component of Spanish language learning.
By understanding the patterns of these verbs, practicing conjugation, and utilizing effective
worksheets, students can enhance their proficiency in Spanish. By integrating these verbs
into everyday conversation and writing, learners will gain confidence and fluency. Whether
you are a teacher creating resources or a student looking to improve your skills, mastering
stem changing verbs is an essential step in your language journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are stem-changing verbs?
Stem-changing verbs are verbs in Spanish that change their stem vowel in certain
conjugations, typically in the present tense.

Can you give examples of common stem-changing
verbs?
Yes, common examples include 'poder' (to be able), 'jugar' (to play), 'querer' (to want), and
'tener' (to have).

How do you identify a stem-changing verb?
You can identify a stem-changing verb by its irregular conjugation patterns, particularly in
the present tense and subjunctive forms.

What are the types of stem changes in Spanish verbs?
The main types of stem changes are 'e' to 'ie', 'o' to 'ue', 'e' to 'i', and 'u' to 'ue' for certain
verbs.

Are all forms of a stem-changing verb affected by the
stem change?
No, stem changes typically occur in all forms except for the nosotros and vosotros forms in
the present tense.



How do worksheets help in learning stem-changing
verbs?
Worksheets provide practice through various exercises that reinforce the conjugation
patterns and usage of stem-changing verbs.

What is a common exercise format for practicing stem-
changing verbs?
A common exercise format includes fill-in-the-blank sentences where students must
conjugate the stem-changing verb correctly.

What are some effective strategies for mastering stem-
changing verbs?
Strategies include creating flashcards, practicing with worksheets, and using online
resources or apps for interactive learning.

How can teachers assess students' understanding of
stem-changing verbs?
Teachers can assess understanding through quizzes, oral exams, and by reviewing
completed worksheets to evaluate conjugation accuracy.
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