
Withdraw I 485 Before Interview

Withdraw I-485 Before Interview is a crucial topic for many individuals navigating the
U.S. immigration process. The Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or
Adjust Status, is a key component in applying for a Green Card. However, there are
circumstances where applicants might reconsider their application and choose to withdraw
it before their interview. This article delves into the reasons one might withdraw their I-485,
the process of withdrawal, implications of such a decision, and alternative options.

Understanding the I-485 Application

The I-485 application is a vital step for individuals seeking to adjust their status while in the
United States. It allows eligible applicants to apply for lawful permanent resident status.
Understanding the process, timelines, and requirements of the I-485 is essential for
successful navigation through the U.S. immigration system.



Reasons for Withdrawing an I-485 Application

There are several reasons why an applicant might choose to withdraw their I-485 before the
interview. Some of these include:

1. Change in Circumstances: An applicant’s personal situation may change. For example, a
job offer in another country or a change in marital status might prompt a withdrawal.
2. Legal Issues: If an applicant faces legal challenges, such as a criminal charge or
immigration violation, they may want to withdraw to avoid complications.
3. Inadmissibility Concerns: If an applicant becomes aware of issues that may render them
inadmissible, they might choose to withdraw rather than risk denial.
4. Preference for Other Visa Options: An applicant may find that they are eligible for a
different immigration pathway that better suits their needs.
5. Lack of Confidence: If an applicant feels unprepared for the interview or doubts their
eligibility, they might decide to withdraw.

The Process of Withdrawing an I-485 Application

Withdrawing an I-485 application is a straightforward process, but it must be done correctly
to avoid complications. Here’s how to withdraw an I-485 before the interview:

1. Prepare a Withdrawal Letter

The first step in the withdrawal process is to create a formal letter addressed to the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). Key elements to include in the letter are:

- Applicant's Full Name: As listed on the I-485 application.
- A-Number: If applicable, include your Alien Registration Number.
- Receipt Number: The receipt number from the Form I-485 receipt notice.
- Request for Withdrawal: Clearly state your intention to withdraw the application.
- Signature: Sign and date the letter.

2. Submit the Withdrawal Letter

The withdrawal letter can be submitted via mail or through the USCIS online account if the
application was filed electronically. If mailing, it is advisable to send the letter via certified
mail to ensure it is received.

3. Confirm Withdrawal Status

After submitting the withdrawal request, applicants should follow up with USCIS to confirm
that the withdrawal has been processed. This can typically be done through the USCIS



Contact Center or by checking the case status online.

Implications of Withdrawing the I-485

While withdrawing an I-485 application may be necessary in some situations, it is crucial to
understand the implications of this decision:

1. Impact on Future Applications

Withdrawing the I-485 does not negatively impact future applications for immigration
benefits. However, it is essential to maintain a lawful status in the U.S. if planning to
reapply later.

2. Loss of Filing Fees

Once the I-485 application is withdrawn, the filing fees are generally non-refundable.
Applicants should be prepared to lose the money spent on the application.

3. Potential for Inadmissibility

If a withdrawal is prompted by concerns about inadmissibility, it is important to understand
that withdrawing the application does not eliminate the underlying issues that led to the
concerns.

Alternatives to Withdrawing the I-485

Before deciding to withdraw an I-485 application, applicants should consider exploring
alternatives. Some options include:

1. Requesting a Delay of the Interview

If the applicant needs more time to prepare for the interview, they may request a delay
rather than withdrawing the application. This can be done by contacting the USCIS office
handling the case.

2. Consulting an Immigration Attorney



Seeking legal advice from an immigration attorney can provide clarity on the best course of
action. An attorney can help assess the situation, provide guidance on potential risks, and
offer insights into alternatives.

3. Filing for Another Immigration Benefit

If an applicant becomes eligible for another immigration benefit, such as a different visa
category, it may be worth pursuing that option instead of withdrawing the I-485.

Conclusion

Withdrawing an I-485 application before the interview is a significant decision that should
not be taken lightly. Understanding the reasons for withdrawal, the process involved, and
the implications can help applicants make informed choices. While withdrawal may
sometimes be the best course of action due to personal circumstances or legal concerns,
considering alternatives and seeking professional advice can be beneficial. Ultimately, the
goal is to ensure that applicants remain compliant with immigration laws and pursue the
best path toward obtaining lawful permanent residence in the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean to withdraw an I-485 application?
Withdrawing an I-485 application means formally requesting the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) to cancel your application for adjustment of status before a
decision is made.

Can I withdraw my I-485 application before the
interview?
Yes, you can withdraw your I-485 application at any time before the interview by submitting
a written request to USCIS.

What is the process for withdrawing an I-485
application?
To withdraw your I-485 application, submit a signed letter to the USCIS office processing
your application, stating your intent to withdraw and including your case details.

Will withdrawing my I-485 affect my immigration
status?
Withdrawing your I-485 may affect your immigration status, especially if you do not have
another valid status or pending application. It's advisable to consult with an immigration



attorney.

Can I reapply for the I-485 after withdrawing it?
Yes, you can reapply for the I-485 after withdrawing it, but you may need to address any
underlying issues that led to the original application being withdrawn.

What happens to my I-130 or I-140 if I withdraw my
I-485?
Withdrawing your I-485 does not automatically affect your I-130 or I-140 petitions; those
will continue to be processed unless you withdraw them separately.

Will I receive a confirmation after withdrawing my
I-485?
USCIS typically sends a confirmation of withdrawal if you submit your request correctly, but
it may take some time to process and send you the acknowledgment.

Is there a fee for withdrawing an I-485 application?
There is no fee to withdraw an I-485 application; however, you will not receive a refund of
any filing fees paid with the original application.

What should I include in my withdrawal letter for the
I-485?
Your withdrawal letter should include your full name, address, A-number, case number, and
a clear statement expressing your desire to withdraw the application.
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