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G c

It must have been cold there in my shadow
G C

To never have sunlight on your face

Am D7

You'wve been content to let me shine

Am D7

You always walked a step behind

G &

I was the one with all the glory

G C
While you were the one with all the strength
Am D7

Only a face without a name

Am D7

I never once heard you complain

Em C G
Did you ever know that you're my hero
Em C G

And everything I'd like to be

Em C G D7

I can fly higher than an eag-le

Am D7 G

Cause you are the wind beneath my wings

G C

It might have appeared to go unnoticed
G C

But I've got it all here in my heart
Am D7

I want you to know I know the truth
Am D7

I would be nothing without you

Repeat #3

Am D7 G

You are the wind beneath my wings

Wind Beneath My Wings lyrics and chords have become a timeless staple in the world of music,
resonating with audiences across generations. Originally performed by Bette Midler for the 1988 film
"Beaches," the song has transcended its cinematic origins to become an anthem of appreciation and
love. Its poignant lyrics and heartfelt melody have made it a popular choice for weddings, memorials,

and other significant life events.

In this article, we will explore the lyrics and chords of "Wind Beneath My Wings," delve into the song's



background, and discuss its cultural impact. Additionally, we will provide tips for performing the song,
whether you are a beginner or an experienced musician.

Background of "Wind Beneath My Wings"

Origins and Songwriters

"Wind Beneath My Wings" was written by Larry Henley and Jeff Silbar in 1982. The song initially
gained popularity through various artists, but it was Bette Midler's rendition that catapulted it to
international fame. Midler's version became the theme song of the movie "Beaches," in which she
played the character CC Bloom. The film’s emotional depth and the song's powerful lyrics perfectly
complemented each other, creating an unforgettable moment in cinematic history.

Critical Reception and Popularity

Upon its release, "Wind Beneath My Wings" received critical acclaim and garnered numerous awards,
including the Grammy Award for Record of the Year in 1990. Its universal message of gratitude and
appreciation struck a chord with many listeners, leading to its use in various ceremonies and tributes.
Over the years, the song has been covered by numerous artists, including:

- Gary Morris
- Kenny Rogers
- Lee Greenwood

These covers have further solidified the song's legacy, ensuring that it continues to be a beloved
classic.

Understanding the Lyrics

The lyrics of "Wind Beneath My Wings" are a heartfelt ode to someone who has provided unwavering
support and encouragement. The imagery of a "wind" serves as a metaphor for the strength and
upliftment that this person brings into the singer's life.

Key Themes

Several key themes emerge from the lyrics:

1. Gratitude: The song is a profound expression of thankfulness towards someone who has played a
crucial role in the singer's life.

2. Love: The lyrics convey deep emotional connections, emphasizing the importance of love and
support.

3. Recognition: The song recognizes the often-overlooked role of those who provide help and
encouragement behind the scenes.



Chorus Analysis

The chorus is particularly powerful, delivering the core message of the song. The lines emphasize the
idea that the person being addressed is the source of strength, allowing the singer to soar and
achieve their dreams. This sentiment resonates with many listeners, making it a popular choice for
personal tributes.

Chords for "Wind Beneath My Wings"

For those looking to play "Wind Beneath My Wings," the chords are relatively simple, making it
accessible for musicians of all skill levels. Below are the basic chords you will need:

Chords Breakdown

Here’s a more detailed breakdown of how to play the chords:

- C Major: Place your ring finger on the third fret of the A string, your middle finger on the second fret
of the D string, and your index finger on the first fret of the B string.

- G Major: Place your middle finger on the third fret of the low E string, your index finger on the
second fret of the A string, and your ring and pinky fingers on the third fret of the B and high E
strings, respectively.

- A Minor: Place your index finger on the first fret of the B string, your middle finger on the second fret
of the D string, and your ring finger on the second fret of the G string.

- F Major: This chord can be a barre chord or played as a simpler version by placing your index finger
on the first fret of the B and high E strings and your middle finger on the second fret of the G string.



How to Perform "Wind Beneath My Wings"

Performing "Wind Beneath My Wings" can be a rewarding experience, whether you are doing so in a
casual setting or for a more formal occasion. Here are some tips to help you deliver a heartfelt
performance:

Vocal Techniques

1. Emotion: Connect with the lyrics emotionally. Understand the message of gratitude and love behind
the words.

2. Dynamics: Vary your vocal dynamics throughout the song. Start softly during the verses and build
intensity in the chorus to convey the song's emotional peaks.

3. Phrasing: Pay attention to the phrasing of the lyrics. Allow for pauses where necessary to enhance
the emotional impact.

Instrumental Arrangement

1. Piano or Guitar: Both instruments work beautifully with this song. Choose the one that you feel
most comfortable playing.

2. Strumming Patterns: Experiment with different strumming patterns if you are playing guitar. A soft,
steady strum can create a soothing atmosphere.

3. Accompaniment: If possible, consider adding a second instrument or a backing track to enrich the
sound.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The cultural impact of "Wind Beneath My Wings" extends beyond its initial release. The song has been
featured in various films, television shows, and special events, often serving as a tribute to honor
individuals who have inspired or supported others.

Usage in Ceremonies
"Wind Beneath My Wings" is frequently chosen for:

- Weddings: As a tribute to partners and loved ones.
- Funerals: To honor the legacy of the deceased.
- Graduations: Celebrating the support and encouragement from family and friends.

In Popular Media

The song has appeared in several television shows and movies, often in emotional scenes that
highlight themes of love and gratitude. Its ability to evoke strong emotions has made it a favorite
among filmmakers and directors.



Conclusion

In summary, "Wind Beneath My Wings" is more than just a song; it is a powerful expression of love,
gratitude, and recognition. The lyrics and chords are simple yet profound, making it accessible for

performers of all levels. Whether played at a wedding, memorial, or personal celebration, the song
continues to touch hearts and inspire listeners around the world.

As you embark on your journey to perform this beloved classic, remember to connect with the
emotion behind the lyrics, allowing your audience to feel the depth of appreciation that "Wind
Beneath My Wings" embodies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes expressed in the lyrics of ‘Wind
Beneath My Wings'?

The main themes include gratitude, admiration, and the importance of supportive relationships,
highlighting how someone can uplift and inspire another person.

What is the chord progression for 'Wind Beneath My Wings'?

The common chord progression for the song in the key of C is C, Am, Dm, G, which can be played
throughout the verses and chorus.

Who originally wrote 'Wind Beneath My Wings'?

The song was originally written by Larry Henley and Jeff Silbar and was first recorded by Bette Midler
for the 1988 film 'Beaches’.

Are there any popular cover versions of 'Wind Beneath My
Wings'?

Yes, besides Bette Midler's iconic version, the song has been covered by various artists including Lee
Ann Womack and Faith Hill, showcasing its timeless appeal.

What is the significance of the title 'Wind Beneath My Wings'?

The title symbolizes the idea of someone providing support and encouragement, akin to how wind
helps a bird soar, representing the uplifting influence of a loved one.

Where can | find the lyrics and chords for ‘Wind Beneath My
Wings'?

You can find the lyrics and chords on various music websites, guitar tab sites, and in songbooks
dedicated to popular music from the 1980s.
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Discover the heartfelt '‘Wind Beneath My Wings' lyrics and chords. Perfect for musicians and fans
alike! Learn more and start playing today!
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