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William MacDonald: What the Bible Teaches is a profound exploration of biblical principles
and doctrines as articulated by the esteemed theologian William MacDonald. His work has
greatly influenced the understanding of Scripture for many Christians, providing insights
that are both accessible and theologically sound. MacDonald’s contributions emphasize the
importance of a personal relationship with God and a faithful examination of the Bible's
teachings. This article delves into MacDonald's perspectives, highlighting key principles that
he believed to be foundational to Christian faith and practice.



Who is William MacDonald?

William MacDonald (1917-2007) was a prominent Christian author, teacher, and pastor
known for his commitment to biblical teaching. His literary works, especially "Believer's
Bible Commentary," have had a lasting impact on the evangelical community. MacDonald
dedicated his life to the study and teaching of the Scriptures, often emphasizing the need
for believers to understand their faith deeply and apply biblical truths in their lives.

Early Life and Education

- Born on February 25, 1917, in Massachusetts.
- Studied at the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago.
- Influenced by various theological traditions, including fundamentalism and
dispensationalism.

Ministry and Publications

- Served in various pastoral roles and as a Bible teacher.
- Authored over 70 books, including commentaries and devotional literature.
- His works are characterized by clarity, simplicity, and a focus on practical Christian living.

The Centrality of the Bible

One of MacDonald's fundamental beliefs is the centrality of the Bible in the life of a
believer. He argued that Scripture is not merely a historical document but the living Word of
God that shapes the believer's faith and practice.

The Authority of Scripture

- MacDonald upheld the Bible as the ultimate authority in matters of faith and conduct.
- He believed that Scripture is inspired by God and thus infallible.
- Key verses that support this view include 2 Timothy 3:16-17, which speaks to the
inspiration and usefulness of Scripture.

The Sufficiency of Scripture

- MacDonald emphasized that the Bible contains everything necessary for salvation and
godly living.
- He encouraged believers to rely on Scripture for guidance in all areas of life.
- This perspective is rooted in passages such as 2 Peter 1:3, which states that God's divine



power has given us everything we need for life and godliness.

The Nature of God

Understanding the nature of God is crucial to MacDonald's teachings. He emphasized
several attributes of God that have significant implications for believers.

God's Holiness

- MacDonald stressed that God's holiness is foundational to understanding His character
and actions.
- He explained that God's holiness demands justice and righteousness, which is evident
throughout Scripture.
- Key verses: Isaiah 6:3, which declares, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts."

God's Love

- MacDonald taught that while God is holy, His love is equally significant.
- He emphasized the balance between God’s justice and mercy, showcasing how God’s love
is manifested in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
- Key verses: John 3:16, which articulates God's love for humanity through the gift of His
Son.

Salvation: A Transformative Experience

MacDonald’s writings on salvation reflect his belief in the transformative power of faith in
Christ. He outlined several key components of salvation.

Grace Through Faith

- Salvation is a gift from God, accessible through faith in Jesus Christ.
- MacDonald argued that good works are a response to salvation, not a means to attain it.
- Key verses: Ephesians 2:8-9, emphasizing that it is by grace we are saved through faith.

The Role of Repentance

- MacDonald highlighted the necessity of repentance as part of the salvation process.
- He defined repentance as a change of mind that leads to a change of heart.
- Key verses: Acts 3:19, which calls for repentance and turning to God for forgiveness.



The Christian Life: Living Out Faith

MacDonald placed significant emphasis on how believers should live out their faith in daily
life. He encouraged a holistic approach to Christian living that encompasses both personal
devotion and communal engagement.

Discipleship

- MacDonald taught that discipleship is a lifelong process of following Christ and growing in
faith.
- He encouraged believers to engage in regular Bible study and prayer as essential
practices of discipleship.
- Key verses: Matthew 28:19-20, the Great Commission, which calls believers to make
disciples.

Community and Fellowship

- He underscored the importance of being part of a local church and engaging in fellowship
with other believers.
- MacDonald believed that community is vital for spiritual growth, accountability, and
encouragement.
- Key verses: Hebrews 10:24-25, which encourages believers to not neglect meeting
together.

The End Times: Hope and Assurance

MacDonald also addressed eschatological themes, providing insights into the Christian hope
for the future.

The Return of Christ

- He affirmed the literal return of Jesus Christ as a central tenet of Christian faith.
- MacDonald believed that this event brings hope and assurance to believers, encouraging
them to live righteously in anticipation.
- Key verses: Acts 1:11, which assures believers that Jesus will return.

The Promise of Eternal Life

- MacDonald taught that believers have the promise of eternal life through faith in Christ.
- He explained that this promise provides comfort amid life’s trials and uncertainties.



- Key verses: John 10:28, where Jesus assures His followers of eternal security.

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of MacDonald's
Teachings

William MacDonald’s teachings continue to resonate with believers seeking to deepen their
understanding of the Bible. His emphasis on the authority and sufficiency of Scripture, the
nature of God, the process of salvation, and the importance of living out one's faith
provides a comprehensive framework for Christian living.

Through his writings, MacDonald has equipped countless individuals to explore the depths
of biblical truth, fostering a rich and vibrant faith. His legacy remains a vital resource for
those wishing to understand what the Bible teaches and how to apply those teachings in
their lives. Embracing MacDonald's insights invites believers to engage with Scripture in
transformative ways, leading to a deeper relationship with God and a more impactful
Christian life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of William MacDonald's
teachings in 'What the Bible Teaches'?
William MacDonald's teachings primarily focus on the fundamental principles of Christian
doctrine, emphasizing the importance of understanding scripture in its context and
applying biblical truths to everyday life.

How does MacDonald approach the interpretation of
difficult Bible passages?
MacDonald encourages readers to consider the historical and cultural context of difficult
passages, often providing insights and explanations that help clarify their meaning while
promoting a personal relationship with God.

What role does MacDonald attribute to the Holy Spirit
in understanding the Bible?
MacDonald emphasizes that the Holy Spirit plays a crucial role in illuminating scripture,
guiding believers to a deeper understanding and enabling them to apply biblical teachings
in their lives.

Does William MacDonald address modern issues in his
teachings?
Yes, MacDonald addresses various modern issues through the lens of biblical teachings,
helping readers to navigate contemporary challenges while remaining grounded in



scriptural principles.

What practical advice does MacDonald offer for daily
Bible study?
MacDonald advises readers to engage in regular and systematic Bible study, encouraging
the use of prayer, meditation, and reflection to deepen their understanding and application
of biblical truths.

How does MacDonald view the relationship between
faith and works?
MacDonald teaches that while salvation is by faith alone, genuine faith will naturally
produce good works as a response to God's grace, highlighting the importance of both
belief and action in the Christian life.

What is a key takeaway from MacDonald's teachings
regarding God's promises?
A key takeaway from MacDonald's teachings is the assurance that God's promises are
trustworthy and applicable to believers today, encouraging them to rely on scripture for
hope, guidance, and strength in their spiritual journey.
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