
Women In Politics In Nigeria

Women in politics in Nigeria have been at the forefront of the struggle for gender equality and
representation in a nation where male dominance has historically shaped political landscapes. The journey
of Nigerian women in politics has been a remarkable one, marked by resilience, advocacy, and gradual
progress despite numerous challenges. As Nigeria continues to evolve as a democracy, the role of women
in politics remains crucial not only for the advancement of gender equality but also for the overall
development of the country.

Historical Context

Early Involvement

The participation of women in Nigerian politics can be traced back to the pre-colonial era, where women
held significant roles in their communities. Important figures like the influential Queen Amina of Zazzau
were leaders who wielded power and authority. However, the colonial period saw a marginalization of
women’s roles in governance.

Post-Independence Developments

Following Nigeria's independence in 1960, women's political involvement began to gain momentum. The



establishment of organizations such as the National Council of Women Societies (NCWS) in 1958 was pivotal
in advocating for women's rights and inclusion in political processes. Despite these advancements, societal
norms and political structures continued to hinder women's full participation.

Current Landscape of Women in Politics

Representation in Government

The representation of women in Nigerian politics has improved over the years but still falls short of the
global average. As of 2023, women occupy:

- National Assembly: About 8% of the seats in the Senate and 11% in the House of Representatives are held
by women.
- State Legislatures: Women hold approximately 5% of the seats across various state assemblies.
- Executive Positions: A few women serve as governors, but the number remains low, with only one
female governor in Nigeria's history as of 2023.

Barriers to Political Participation

Despite the progress made, several barriers continue to impede women's political participation in Nigeria:

1. Cultural Norms: Traditional beliefs often prioritize male leadership, discouraging women's ambitions in
politics.
2. Economic Constraints: Women frequently face financial barriers when seeking political office, including
the costs of campaigning and party affiliations.
3. Violence and Intimidation: Women in politics often experience gender-based violence, which can deter
them from pursuing public office.
4. Lack of Support Networks: Limited access to mentorship and resources makes it challenging for women
to navigate the political landscape.

Strategies for Empowerment

Advocacy and Awareness Campaigns



Several organizations and movements are dedicated to promoting women's rights and political
representation in Nigeria. These include:

- Women in Politics Forum (WIPF): A platform that advocates for increased women's participation in
politics and governance.
- Women Advocates Research and Documentation Centre (WARDC): Focusing on research and advocacy
for women's rights in Nigeria.
- The 35% Gender Representation Bill: Although unsuccessful in the National Assembly, this bill aimed to
ensure that women hold at least 35% of appointed positions in government.

Training and Capacity Building

Empowering women through training programs can significantly enhance their political participation.
Initiatives include:

- Leadership Development Programs: These programs focus on equipping women with leadership skills,
political knowledge, and networking opportunities.
- Workshops and Seminars: Regular workshops on campaign strategies, public speaking, and negotiation can
prepare women for political roles.

Success Stories

While challenges persist, there are notable success stories of women who have made significant strides in
Nigerian politics:

1. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala: As the former Minister of Finance and the first female Director-General of the
World Trade Organization (WTO), she has broken barriers and inspired many women.
2. Amina J. Mohammed: Serving as the Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations, her role
highlights the importance of women in international politics.
3. Senator Oluremi Tinubu: As a prominent female senator, she has been an advocate for women's rights
and social justice.

The Role of Political Parties



Party Policies and Gender Quotas

Political parties in Nigeria play a crucial role in shaping the political landscape for women. Some parties
have begun to introduce policies aimed at increasing female representation:

- Quota Systems: Implementing gender quotas within party structures can ensure that women are given
equal opportunities for candidacy.
- Mentorship Programs: Political parties can establish mentorship programs to nurture aspiring female
politicians.

Challenges within Political Parties

Despite efforts for inclusion, many political parties still struggle with entrenched patriarchal structures.
Challenges include:

- Internal Discrimination: Women often face discrimination within party ranks, making it difficult to
secure nominations.
- Patriarchal Leadership: Male-dominated leadership in parties can result in the sidelining of women's
issues and perspectives.

The Influence of Civil Society and International Organizations

Support from Civil Society

Civil society organizations have been instrumental in advocating for women's rights in politics. They
provide platforms for women to express their concerns and demand accountability from political leaders.
Some notable organizations include:

- Women’s Rights Advancement and Protection Alternative (WRAPA): Focused on promoting women’s
rights and political participation.
- Gender and Development Action (GADA): Works towards empowering women through advocacy and
capacity building.

International Support and Collaboration

International organizations, such as the United Nations, have also played a significant role in promoting



gender equality in Nigeria. Initiatives include:

- Training Programs: International bodies often sponsor training programs aimed at increasing women's
political representation.
- Funding and Resources: Providing financial assistance for women’s political campaigns and initiatives
focused on gender equality.

Conclusion

The journey of women in politics in Nigeria is one of both struggle and triumph. While significant
challenges remain, the resilience and determination of women to claim their rightful place in governance
continue to inspire change. It is essential for all stakeholders, including government, political parties, civil
society, and international organizations, to work collaboratively towards creating an enabling environment
for women’s political participation. Ensuring that women are adequately represented in politics is not only
a matter of gender equality but also pivotal for the sustainable development of Nigeria as a whole. By
fostering an inclusive political culture, Nigeria can harness the potential of all its citizens, leading to more
equitable and effective governance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the current challenges faced by women in politics in Nigeria?
Women in Nigeria face several challenges in politics, including gender-based discrimination, cultural
barriers, limited access to funding and resources, and lack of political mentorship and support. Additionally,
violence and intimidation during elections can disproportionately affect women candidates.

What initiatives are being implemented to promote women's
participation in Nigerian politics?
Several initiatives aim to promote women's involvement in Nigerian politics, including the Gender and
Equal Opportunities Bill, various women's rights organizations advocating for gender quotas, and training
programs designed to empower women in leadership and political skills.

How has the representation of women in Nigerian political offices
changed over the past decade?
Over the past decade, women's representation in Nigerian political offices has seen gradual improvement,
with increased awareness and advocacy. However, it still remains low compared to global standards, with
women holding around 6% of seats in the National Assembly as of 2023.



Who are some prominent women leaders in Nigerian politics today?
Prominent women leaders in Nigerian politics include Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, the Director-General of the
World Trade Organization; Zainab Ahmed, the Minister of Finance; and Aisha Buhari, the First Lady of
Nigeria, who is actively involved in advocacy for women's rights and social issues.

What role do non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play in supporting
women in Nigerian politics?
NGOs play a vital role in supporting women in Nigerian politics by providing training, resources, and
advocacy for gender equality. They also work to raise awareness about women's issues, monitor electoral
processes, and push for policy reforms that enhance women's political participation.

What impact does the lack of women in political leadership have on
policy-making in Nigeria?
The lack of women in political leadership can lead to a gender bias in policy-making, resulting in legislation
that may not address the specific needs and concerns of women and marginalized groups. Increased
representation can bring diverse perspectives and promote more inclusive policies.

How do socio-cultural factors influence women's participation in politics
in Nigeria?
Socio-cultural factors significantly influence women's participation in politics in Nigeria, as traditional
gender roles often prioritize domestic responsibilities over political engagement. Additionally, societal
attitudes may discourage women from seeking political office, impacting their confidence and opportunities.
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