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Wonderlic pre-employment assessment is a crucial tool that many organizations use to
evaluate the cognitive abilities and problem-solving skills of potential employees. This
assessment has gained widespread popularity across various industries due to its ability to
provide insights into a candidate's suitability for a specific role. In this article, we will
delve into the details of the Wonderlic assessment, its significance, the types of questions
it includes, its benefits, and how to prepare for it.

Understanding the Wonderlic Assessment

The Wonderlic Pre-Employment Assessment is a cognitive ability test designed to measure
general intelligence and problem-solving aptitude. It is often used by employers during the
hiring process to predict job performance and determine the competency levels of
candidates. The test is typically administered in a timed format and consists of a variety of
question types, including numerical reasoning, verbal reasoning, and spatial reasoning.

History of the Wonderlic Assessment

The Wonderlic test was developed in 1934 by Eldon F. Wonderlic, a psychologist and
educator. Initially designed to assess the intelligence of college students, the test has
evolved over the years and is now widely used in corporate settings. The assessment has
been taken by millions of candidates and is recognized for its reliability and validity in
predicting job performance.

The Structure of the Wonderlic Assessment



The Wonderlic Pre-Employment Assessment typically consists of 50 multiple-choice
questions that must be completed within a 12-minute time limit. The questions are
designed to assess various cognitive abilities, including:

e Verbal Reasoning: Understanding and reasoning with words, including vocabulary
and comprehension.

e Mathematical Reasoning: Problem-solving using numerical concepts, including
arithmetic and basic algebra.

e Abstract Reasoning: Recognizing patterns and relationships in visual information.

e Spatial Reasoning: Understanding and manipulating figures and shapes in space.

Scoring and Interpretation

The scoring for the Wonderlic assessment is straightforward. Each correct answer earns
one point, and the total score ranges from 0 to 50. The results are often compared to
normative data, which helps employers understand how a candidate's score measures
against a benchmark of other test-takers.
Higher scores typically indicate stronger cognitive abilities, but it is essential to note that
the required score may vary depending on the job role and industry. For instance:

1. Clerical Jobs: 20-25 points

2. Sales Positions: 25-30 points

3. Management Roles: 30-35 points

4. Technical Positions: 35-40 points

Benefits of the Wonderlic Assessment

Employers recognize several advantages to utilizing the Wonderlic Pre-Employment
Assessment as part of their hiring process. Some of these benefits include:

1. Predictive Validity

Research has shown that cognitive ability tests like the Wonderlic can significantly predict



job performance. Studies indicate that candidates who perform well on the assessment are
more likely to excel in their roles.

2. Time Efficiency

With a 12-minute time limit, the Wonderlic assessment is quick and efficient. Employers
can obtain valuable insights without investing excessive time in lengthy tests.

3. Objective Evaluation

The assessment provides an objective measure of a candidate’s cognitive abilities,
reducing the potential for bias in the hiring process. This can lead to more equitable hiring
practices.

4. Customizability

Employers can tailor the assessment to suit their specific needs. Different industries or job
roles may require different cognitive skills, and the Wonderlic assessment can be adjusted
accordingly.

Preparing for the Wonderlic Assessment

While the Wonderlic Pre-Employment Assessment is designed to evaluate a candidate's
natural abilities, preparation can help candidates perform their best. Here are some tips
for preparation:

1. Understand the Test Format

Familiarize yourself with the structure of the Wonderlic assessment, including the types of
questions and the time limit. Understanding what to expect can help reduce anxiety on
test day.

2. Practice Sample Questions

Many online resources offer sample Wonderlic questions. Practicing these can help
candidates become comfortable with the question format and improve their problem-
solving speed.



3. Focus on Time Management

Given the limited time to complete the assessment, practicing under timed conditions can
help candidates develop effective time management strategies.

4. Brush Up on Basic Math and Vocabulary Skills

Since the assessment includes verbal and mathematical reasoning, reviewing basic math
concepts and expanding vocabulary can be beneficial.

5. Stay Calm and Confident

On the day of the test, maintaining a calm and confident demeanor is essential. Stress can
negatively impact performance, so engaging in relaxation techniques before the
assessment may be helpful.

Common Misconceptions About the Wonderlic
Assessment

Despite its widespread use, there are several misconceptions about the Wonderlic Pre-
Employment Assessment that candidates should be aware of:

1. It Is an IQ Test

While the Wonderlic assessment measures cognitive abilities, it is not an IQ test. It
primarily focuses on job-related skills and aptitude rather than providing a comprehensive
measure of intelligence.

2. A High Score Guarantees a Job

While a high score can positively influence hiring decisions, it is not the sole determining
factor. Employers consider various aspects, including experience, skills, and cultural fit.

3. It Is Only for Certain Industries

Though commonly used in technical and managerial roles, many organizations across
various sectors employ the Wonderlic assessment, including retail, healthcare, and
customer service.



Conclusion

The Wonderlic Pre-Employment Assessment is a valuable tool for employers seeking to
evaluate the cognitive abilities of prospective employees. Its ability to predict job
performance, combined with its efficiency and objectivity, makes it a preferred choice
among organizations. For candidates, understanding the assessment format and preparing
adequately can lead to improved performance and increased chances of success in the
hiring process. By breaking down the components, benefits, and preparation strategies
associated with the Wonderlic assessment, this article aims to equip both employers and
job seekers with the knowledge needed to navigate this assessment effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Wonderlic pre-employment assessment?

The Wonderlic pre-employment assessment is a cognitive ability test that measures an
individual's problem-solving skills, critical thinking, and learning ability, often used by
employers to evaluate job candidates.

How long does the Wonderlic assessment take to
complete?

The standard Wonderlic assessment typically takes about 12 minutes to complete, during
which candidates answer 50 questions.

What types of questions are included in the Wonderlic
assessment?

The assessment includes a variety of questions that assess math, vocabulary, and
reasoning skills, including verbal and numerical reasoning, as well as logic puzzles.

How is the Wonderlic score calculated?

The Wonderlic score is calculated based on the number of correct answers, with the
maximum score being 50. The scores are then often compared to benchmarks relevant to
the specific job requirements.

What is a good Wonderlic score for employment?

A good Wonderlic score generally ranges from 20 to 30, depending on the position. Some
roles may require a higher score, while others may be acceptable with lower scores.

Can I prepare for the Wonderlic assessment?

Yes, candidates can prepare by practicing sample questions, taking practice tests, and
improving their general cognitive skills, although the test is designed to assess innate
abilities.



Is the Wonderlic assessment used for all job types?

The Wonderlic assessment is commonly used for positions that require critical thinking
and problem-solving, but it may not be necessary for all job types, particularly those that
are more manual or routine.

How do employers use Wonderlic scores in the hiring
process?

Employers use Wonderlic scores to assess candidates' cognitive abilities relative to the job
requirements, helping to predict job performance and fit within the organization.

Are there any disadvantages to using the Wonderlic
assessment?

Some disadvantages include potential biases in testing, the pressure it may place on
candidates, and the possibility that it may not fully capture a candidate's abilities or job-
related skills.

Where can I take the Wonderlic pre-employment
assessment?

The Wonderlic assessment can generally be taken at the employer's location or online
through a secure testing platform, as determined by the hiring company.
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