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\W/RITING AN OUTLINE FOR A NOVEL IS A CRUCIAL STEP IN THE WRITING PROCESS THAT CAN GREATLY ENHANCE THE QUALITY
AND COHERENCE OF YOUR STORY. AN OUTLINE SERVES AS A ROADMAP FOR YOUR NARRATIVE, HELPING YOU TO ORGANIZE YOUR
THOUGHTS, PLOT POINTS, AND CHARACTER ARCS. W/HETHER YOU ARE A SEASONED AUTHOR OR A NOVICE WRITER,
UNDERSTANDING HOW TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE OUTLINE CAN STREAMLINE YOUR WRITING PROCESS AND LEAD TO A MORE
POLISHED FINAL PRODUCT. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE THE VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF WRITING A NOVEL OUTLINE, DIFFERENT
OUTLINING TECHNIQUES, AND TIPS FOR IMPLEMENTING YOUR OUTLINE EFFECTIVELY.

UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE OF AN OUTLINE

BEFORE DELVING INTO THE SPECIFICS OF WRITING AN OUTLINE, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO RECOGNIZE ITS PURPOSE. AN OUTLINE ACTS
AS A STRUCTURAL FRAMEWORK FOR YOUR NOVEL, ALLOWING YOU TO:

e CLARIFY YOUR STORY’'S MAIN IDEA AND THEMES



ORGANIZE PLOT POINTS AND CHARACTER DEVELOPMENTS

¢ |DENTIFY PACING AND TENSION THROUGHOUT THE NARRATIVE

® ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN TONE AND STYLE

FACILITATE REVISIONS AND EDITS LATER IN THE WRITING PROCESS

BY LAYING OUT YOUR IDEAS IN AN ORGANIZED MANNER, YOU CAN AVOID COMMON PITFALLS SUCH AS PLOT HOLES,
INCONSISTENT CHARACTER BEHAVIOR, AND A LACK OF DIRECTION.

Key ELEMENTS oF A NoVvEL OUTLINE

\WHEN YOU SET OUT TO CREATE AN OUTLINE FOR YOUR NOVEL, CONSIDER INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING KEY ELEMENTS!

1. PReMISE

THE PREMISE IS THE FOUNDATION OF YOUR NOVEL. |T ENCAPSULATES THE CORE IDEA IN A SINGLE SENTENCE OR TWO. A STRONG
PREMISE WILL GUIDE THE ENTIRE NARRATIVE AND HELP YOU STAY FOCUSED ON THE STORY'S MAIN PURPOSE. FOR EXAMPLE:

- PREMISE: A YOUNG GIRL DISCOVERS SHE HAS THE POWER TO MANIPULATE TIME AND MUST NAVIGATE THE CONSEQUENCES OF
HER ACTIONS WHILE TRYING TO SAVE HER FAMILY.

2. CHARACTERS

OUTLINE YOUR MAIN CHARACTERS, INCLUDING THEIR GOALS, MOTIVATIONS, AND CONFLICTS. UNDERSTANDING YOUR
CHARACTERS ALLOWS YOU TO CRAFT A NARRATIVE THAT FEELS AUTHENTIC AND ENGAGING. CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING
ASPECTS FOR EACH CHARACTER:

- NAME

- ROLE IN THE STORY (PROTAGONIST, ANTAGONIST, ETC.)

- GOALS AND MOTIVATIONS

- CHARACTER ARC (HOW THEY CHANGE THROUGHOUT THE STORY)

3. SETTING

THE SETTING PROVIDES THE BACKDROP FOR YOUR NOVEL AND CAN SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE THE MOOD AND TONE. CLEARLY
DEFINE THE TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR STORY, INCLUDING ANY IMPORTANT \WORLD-BUILDING ELEMENTS IF YOU'RE WRITING IN A
FANTASY OR SCIENCE FICTION GENRE.

4. PLoT PoINTS

YOUR PLOT POINTS ARE THE KEY EVENTS THAT DRIVE YOUR STORY FORWARD. CONSIDER DIVIDING YOUR PLOT INTO THREE
ACTS, EACH CONTAINING A SERIES OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

-AcT 1 (SETUP)I INTRODUCE YOUR CHARACTERS, SETTING, AND THE CENTRAL CONFLICT. THIS ACT OFTEN ENDS WITH A
TURNING POINT THAT PROPELS THE STORY INTO THE NEXT ACT.



- AcCT 2 (CONFRONTATION)I CHARACTERS FACE OBSTACLES THAT CHALLENGE THEIR GOALS. THIS ACT INCLUDES RISING
ACTION, COMPLICATIONS, AND SUBPLOTS.

-AcT 3 (RESOLUTION)Z THE CLIMAX OCCURS, WHERE CHARACTERS CONFRONT THEIR GREATEST CHALLENGES. THE STORY
CONCLUDES WITH A RESOLUTION TO THE CENTRAL CONFLICT.

OUTLINING TECHNIQUES

THERE ARE SEVERAL OUTLINING TECHNIQUES TO CONSIDER, EACH OF WHICH CAN HELP YOU CREATE A STRUCTURED APPROACH
THAT SUITS YOUR WRITING STYLE.

1. THE SNOWFLAKE METHOD

THE SNOWFLAKE METHOD/ DEVELOPED BY AUTHOR RANDY |NGERMANSON, ENCOURAGES WRITERS TO START WITH A SIMPLE IDEA
AND GRADUALLY EXPAND IT INTO A FULL OUTLINE. THIS METHOD INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING STEPS:

1. WRITE A ONE-SENTENCE SUMMARY OF YOUR NOVEL.

2. EXPAND THIS SENTENCE INTO A PARAGRAPH THAT DESCRIBES THE STORY'S MAIN CONFLICT.
3. DEVELOP CHARACTER SUMMARIES FOR EACH MAJOR CHARACTER.

4. \W/RITE A ONE-PAGE SYNOPSIS OF YOUR NOVEL.

5. EXPAND THE SYNOPSIS INTO A FOUR-PAGE SYNOPSIS.

6. CREATE A DETAILED SCENE LIST.

THIS METHOD IS BENEFICIAL FOR WRITERS WHO PREFER TO BUILD THEIR STORY INCREMENTALLY.

2. THE THREE-ACT STRUCTURE

THE THREE-ACT STRUCTURE IS A TRADITIONAL OUTLINING METHOD THAT DIVIDES YOUR STORY INTO THREE SEGMENTS, AS
MENTIONED EARLIER. THIS APPROACH IS WIDELY USED BECAUSE IT PROVIDES A CLEAR FRAMEWORK FOR PACING AND CHARACTER
DEVELOPMENT.

3. MIND MAPPING

MIND MAPPING IS A VISUAL OUTLINING TECHNIQUE THAT ALLOWS YOU TO ORGANIZE YOUR IDEAS GRAPHICALLY. START WITH
YOUR MAIN PREMISE IN THE CENTER AND BRANCH OUT INTO CHARACTERS, PLOT POINTS, AND SUBPLOTS. THIS METHOD IS
PARTICULARLY USEFUL FOR VISUAL LEARNERS AND CAN HELP YOU SEE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT ELEMENTS OF YOUR
STORY.

4. CHAPTER-BY-CHAPTER OUTLINE

FOR THOSE WHO PREFER A MORE DETAILED APPROACH, A CHAPTER-BY~-CHAPTER OUTLINE CAN BE HIGHLY EFFECTIVE. BreAK
DOWN YOUR STORY INTO CHAPTERS, SUMMARIZING THE KEY EVENTS, CHARACTER DEVELOPMENTS, AND CONFLICTS THAT OCCUR
IN EACH CHAPTER. THIS TECHNIQUE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF YOUR NOVEL'S STRUCTURE AND IS ESPECIALLY USEFUL
FOR LONGER W ORKS.



TIiPs FOrR WRITING YoURrR OUTLINE

CREATING AN OUTLINE CAN BE A DAUNTING TASK, BUT FOLLOWING THESE TIPS CAN MAKE THE PROCESS SMOOTHER AND MORE
EFFECTIVE:

1. Be FLEXIBLE

W/HILE AN OUTLINE SERVES AS A GUIDE, IT'S ESSENTIAL TO REMAIN FLEXIBLE. AS YOU WRITE, YOU MAY DISCOVER NEW PLOT
IDEAS OR CHARACTER DEVELOPMENTS THAT ALTER YOUR ORIGINAL OUTLINE. EMBRACE THESE CHANGES AND ADAPT YOUR
OUTLINE ACCORDINGLY.

2. START WITH A BRoAD OVERVIEW

BEGIN YOUR OUTLINE WITH A BROAD OVERVIEW BEFORE DIVING INTO THE DETAILS. THIS APPROACH HELPS YOU MAINTAIN FOCUS
ON THE MAIN THEMES AND ARCS WITHOUT GETTING LOST IN THE MINUTIAE.

3. Use BULLET PoINTS

BULLET POINTS CAN MAKE YOUR OUTLINE EASIER TO READ AND NAVIGATE. USE THEM TO LIST KEY EVENTS, CHARACTER GOALS,
AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION SUCCINCTLY.

4. INCORPORATE SUBPLOTS

DON'T FORGET TO WEAVE IN SUBPLOTS THAT COMPLEMENT THE MAIN STORY. THESE SECONDARY STORYLINES CAN ENHANCE
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT AND ADD DEPTH TO YOUR NARRATIVE.

5. ReviEw AND RevISE

ONCE YOU'VE COMPLETED YOUR OUTLINE, TAKE THE TIME TO REVIEW AND REVISE IT. Look FOR INCONSISTENCIES, GAPS IN
LOGIC, AND AREAS THAT MAY NEED FURTHER DEVELOPMENT. A WELL-REFINED OUTLINE WILL SERVE YOU BETTER WHEN YOU BEGIN
WRITING.

CONCLUSION

W/RITING AN OUTLINE FOR A NOVEL IS AN INVALUABLE STEP THAT CAN LEAD TO A MORE ORGANIZED AND COMPELLING STORY.
BY UNDERSTANDING THE KEY ELEMENTS OF AN OUTLINE, EXPLORING DIFFERENT OUTLINING TECHNIQUES, AND EMPLOYING
PRACTICAL TIPS, YOU CAN CREATE A FRAMEWORK THAT ENHANCES YOUR WRITING PROCESS. REMEMBER THAT YOUR OUTLINE IS
A LIVING DOCUMENT, IT SHOULD EVOLVE AS YOUR STORY DEVELOPS. W/ITH A SOLID OUTLINE IN HAND, YOU’LL BE WELL ON
YOUR WAY TO CRAFTING A NOVEL THAT RESONATES WITH READERS AND EFFECTIVELY COMMUNICATES YOUR CREATIVE VISION.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS



\WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF AN OUTLINE IN NOVEL WRITING?

AN OUTLINE SERVES AS A ROADMAP FOR YOUR NOVEL, HELPING YOU ORGANIZE YOUR THOUGHTS, PLOT STRUCTURE, AND
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, ENSURING A COHESIVE NARRATIVE.

How DETAILED SHOULD AN OUTLINE BE FOR A NOVEL?

THE LEVEL OF DETAIL IN AN OUTLINE VARIES BY WRITER, SOME PREFER A BROAD OVERVIEW WHILE OTHERS INCLUDE CHAPTER-BY~
CHAPTER BREAKDOWNS. AIM FOR A BALANCE THAT KEEPS YOU FOCUSED WITHOUT STIFLING CREATIVITY.

\WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF OUTLINES | CAN USE FOR MY NOVEL?

COMMON TYPES INCLUDE LINEAR OUTLINES, BULLET POINT OUTLINES, SCENE-BY-SCENE OUTLINES, AND MIND MAPS. CHOOSE ONE
THAT ALIGNS WITH YOUR WRITING STYLE AND THE COMPLEXITY OF YOUR STORY.

How CAN | USE CHARACTER ARCS IN MY OUTLINE?

INCORPORATE CHARACTER ARCS BY MAPPING THEIR DEVELOPMENT ALONGSIDE THE PLOT POINTS, ENSURING THAT THEY EVOLVE
IN RESPONSE TO THE STORY'S CONFLICTS AND RESOLUTIONS.

SHOULD | OUTLINE BEFORE OR AFTER STARTING TO WRITE?

OUTLINING IS TYPICALLY DONE BEFORE WRITING, BUT SOME AUTHORS PREFER TO WRITE FREELY AND OUTLINE AFTERWARD TO
CLARIFY THEIR STORY. FIND WHAT WORKS BEST FOR YOUR CREATIVE PROCESS.

\WHAT SHOULD | INCLUDE IN A NOVEL OUTLINE?

INCLUDE MAIN PLOT POINTS, CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS, MAJOR CONFLICTS, SETTINGS, AND THEMES. YOuU CAN ALSO ADD
SUBPLOTS AND CHARACTER ARCS TO ENRICH THE OUTLINE.

CAN | CHANGE MY OUTLINE AS | WRITE?

ABSOLUTELY! OUTLINES ARE FLEXIBLE TOOLS. AS YOUR STORY DEVELOPS, FEEL FREE TO ADJUST YOUR OUTLINE TO BETTER FIT
THE NARRATIVE YOU ARE CREATING.

How CAN | ENSURE MY OUTLINE MAINTAINS PACING?

To MAINTAIN PACING, BREAK THE OUTLINE INTO ACTS OR SECTIONS WITH RISING ACTION, CLIMAX, AND RESOLUTION. THIS
HELPS YOU VISUALIZE THE STORY FLOW AND BALANCE TENSION THROUGHOUT.

\W/HAT COMMON MISTAKES SHOULD | AVOID WHEN OUTLINING A NOVEL?

AVOID BEING OVERLY RIGID, NEGLECTING CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT, OR CREATING AN OUTLINE THAT IS TOO VAGUE. STRIVE
FOR CLARITY AND FLEXIBILITY TO SUPPORT YOUR WRITING.

IS IT NECESSARY TO OUTLINE MY NOVEL IF | PREFER A MORE SPONTANEOUS WRITING
STYLE?

WHILE IT'S NOT NECESSARY, HAVING AT LEAST A LOOSE OUTLINE CAN HELP GUIDE YOUR WRITING AND PREVENT GETTING
STUCK, EVEN IF YOU PREFER A SPONTANEOUS APPROACH.
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How to write currency amount of money in English?
Dec 31, 2019 - Why "capitalized"? If I were writing these totals as words (such as on a check), 1
would write: 1.USD $1,609.23 = One thousand six hundred nine dollars and twenty-three cents ...

ATT, ATTN, FAO ... - abbreviations for 'attention' in correspondence
Apr 5, 2006 - When writing english business letters, which is the corrct abbreviation of "attention". I
reckon it must be either "att" or "atn". I've always used "att", but fear that it might be a calque ...

space or no space before cm, m, mm etc.? - WordReference Forums
Oct 2, 2007 - I use a space if I'm writing a noun phrase (where it would be two separate words

written out), and no space if I'm writing an adjective (which would be one hyphenated word). ...

When introducing myself via E-mail, This is? or I am?
Sep 4, 2012 - Dear All, When [ write e-mail to someone I haven't met, I need to clarify myself letting
the person know my name and affilate. Then, which one is correct btw 1 and 2? (1) Dear ...

The Use of the Circa Abbrevation (c.) - WordReference Forums
Dec 9, 2007 - Hi, Folks. I am writing a paper and found out a particular individual’s dates of birth
and death are both uncertain. In my source it lists it as: (c. 800-c. 877), using the abbreviation ...

‘cause, 'cos, because | WordReference Forums
Jan 13, 2008 - As you suggest, if I was writing 'cause, I'd spell it with an apostrophe to avoid
confusion with cause. With cos or coz (also a popular spelling) I wouldn't bother. You'd be ...

I'm writing to you /I 'm writing you | WordReference Forums

Sep 29, 2008 - The differences are very slight. "I'm writing to you today" is a little more formal than
"I'm writing you today." Also, in some cases you can't use "to" or must move it: I'm writing you this
letter today I'm writing this letter to you today I'm writing to you this letter today

Writing ordinal numbers: 31st or 31th / 72nd / 178th

Oct 23, 2008 - Your way of writing the date is rare, and so the question is very difficult to answer.
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My reaction would be that 2017-Apr-26 th is unusual and looks strange. In fact, there is a big
problem in answering your question: the way in which dates are written varies greatly by country,
culture and the reason for writing the date.

When I wrote / when [ was writing / when writing
Jun 13, 2013 - The writing is complete as it happened in the past (past tense in the sentence). At the

time the strike was going on, the writing could be occurring as well. But then, according to you, the
sentence When I wrote the letter, I listened to the radio can only mean one thing - that the writing
was in progress, i.e. incomplete.
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response writing[] problem ...

How to write currency amount of money in English?

Dec 31, 2019 - Why "capitalized"? If I were writing these totals as words (such as on a check), 1
would write: 1.USD $1,609.23 = One thousand six hundred nine dollars and twenty-three cents
2.USD $ 10,699.23 = Ten thousand six hundred ninety-nine dollars and twenty-three cents 3.USD
$10,009.23 = Ten thousand nine dollars and twenty-three cents [/QUOTE]

ATT, ATTN, FAO ... - abbreviations for 'attention’' in correspondence

Apr 5, 2006 - When writing english business letters, which is the corrct abbreviation of "attention". I
reckon it must be either "att" or "atn". I've always used "att", but fear that it might be a calque
introduced from danish. Thank you.

space or no space before cm, m, mm etc.? - WordReference Forums

Oct 2, 2007 - I use a space if I'm writing a noun phrase (where it would be two separate words
written out), and no space if I'm writing an adjective (which would be one hyphenated word). My
friend ran 100 mi this weekend. My friend did a 100mi run this weekend.

When introducing myself via E-mail, This is? or I am?

Sep 4, 2012 - Dear All, When I write e-mail to someone I haven't met, I need to clarify myself letting
the person know my name and affilate. Then, which one is correct btw 1 and 2? (1) Dear Mr. Smith,
This is Jennifer from Bank of America. (2) Dear Mr. Smith, I am Jennifer from Bank of America. For
the...

The Use of the Circa Abbrevation (c.) - WordReference Forums

Dec 9, 2007 - Hi, Folks. I am writing a paper and found out a particular individual’s dates of birth
and death are both uncertain. In my source it lists it as: (c. 800-c. 877), using the abbreviation to
indicate uncertainty for both the birth and death. I have never seen it used this way, and always...

'cause, 'cos, because | WordReference Forums

Jan 13, 2008 - As you suggest, if I was writing 'cause, I'd spell it with an apostrophe to avoid
confusion with cause. With cos or coz (also a popular spelling) I wouldn't bother. You'd be unlikely to
confuse cos with cos (lettuce)! [pronounced 'koss'] I'd recommend you definitely stick to writing
them only in very informal stuff.

Unlock the secrets of writing an outline for a novel! Discover essential tips and techniques to



structure your story effectively. Learn more now!
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