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Word smart for the GRE is an essential skill for students aiming to excel on
the Graduate Record Examination. The GRE is not just a test of quantitative
reasoning and analytical writing; it also emphasizes verbal reasoning, which
means that a robust vocabulary and a strong understanding of language are
critical. In this article, we will explore how to enhance your word smarts
for the GRE, focusing on effective vocabulary-building strategies, common
word types that appear on the exam, and tips for mastering the verbal
section.

Understanding the GRE Verbal Section

The GRE's verbal reasoning section is designed to measure your ability to
understand and analyze written material, draw conclusions, and recognize
relationships among words and concepts. This section consists of three main
types of questions:

e Reading Comprehension: These questions assess your ability to understand



and analyze written passages.

* Text Completion: In these questions, you will fill in blanks within a
passage to complete it meaningfully.

e Sentence Equivalence: These questions require you to select two answer
choices that will produce a sentence with a similar meaning.

A strong vocabulary is crucial for successfully navigating all these question
types.

Building Your Vocabulary

To enhance your word smart for the GRE, a systematic approach to vocabulary
building is essential. Here are some effective strategies:

1. Use GRE Vocabulary Lists

Many resources provide curated lists of high-frequency GRE words. Studying
these lists can help you familiarize yourself with terms that often appear on
the exam. Some popular vocabulary lists include:

- Barron's GRE Word List
- Manhattan Prep's GRE High-Frequency Word List
- Magoosh GRE Vocabulary Flashcards

2. Flashcards for Retention

Flashcards are a tried-and-true method for memorizing vocabulary. You can
create your own cards or use digital platforms like Anki or Quizlet. For each
word, include:

- The definition
- Example sentences

- Synonyms and antonyms

Reviewing flashcards regularly will reinforce your memory and help you retain
the words longer.

3. Read Widely and Actively



Reading a diverse range of materials can expose you to new vocabulary in
context. Consider the following types of reading materials:

- Academic journals

- Literature and fiction

- Editorials and opinion pieces

- Articles from reputable sources like The New York Times or The Economist

While reading, take note of unfamiliar words and look up their meanings. Try
to use these new words in your writing or conversation to solidify your
understanding.

4. Practice with Context

Knowing the definition of a word is important, but understanding how it fits
into different contexts is equally crucial. To practice this:

- Write sentences using new vocabulary words.

- Engage in conversations that challenge you to use advanced vocabulary.
- Complete practice tests that emphasize context clues in reading
comprehension passages.

Common Word Types on the GRE

Familiarizing yourself with the types of words that frequently appear on the
GRE can help you prepare effectively. Here are some categories of words to
focus on:

1. Academic and Technical Vocabulary

The GRE often includes words that are used in academic and technical
contexts. Words like "analyze," "synthesize," and "quantitative" are examples
of terms that you may encounter.

2. Words with Multiple Meanings

Many words in English have multiple meanings or can function as different
parts of speech. For instance, "affect" can be a verb meaning to influence,
while "effect" is a noun referring to a result. Understanding the nuances of
these words is essential for answering questions correctly.



3. Synonyms and Antonyms

Synonyms and antonyms are common in the GRE verbal section. Familiarizing
yourself with synonyms can help you answer sentence equivalence questions
effectively. For example, knowing that "benevolent" means kind can help you
identify similar words like "altruistic" or "generous."

4. Words with Prefixes and Suffixes

Understanding the meaning of common prefixes and suffixes can help you deduce
the meanings of unfamiliar words. For example:

- Prefixes:
- "un-" (not)
- "pre-" (before)

- "bio-" (life)

- Suffixes:

- "-ology" (study of)

- "-phobia" (fear of)

- "-esque" (in the style of)

Recognizing these components can enhance your ability to decipher complex
vocabulary.

Tips for Mastering the GRE Verbal Section

To achieve word smart for the GRE, consider these additional tips:

1. Take Practice Tests

Regularly taking full-length practice tests will help you get comfortable
with the format and timing of the GRE. Many practice tests include verbal
reasoning sections that mirror the actual exam.

2. Analyze Your Mistakes

After completing practice questions, review your answers, especially the ones
you got wrong. Understanding why you missed a question can provide valuable
insights into your thought process and help you refine your strategy.



3. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance your vocabulary learning experience.
Join study groups or online forums where you can discuss vocabulary, share
resources, and quiz each other on GRE words.

4. Stay Consistent

Consistency is key when preparing for the GRE. Dedicate a specific amount of
time each day to studying vocabulary, whether through flashcards, reading, or
practice questions. Even short, focused sessions can yield significant
improvements over time.

Conclusion

In conclusion, being word smart for the GRE is a multifaceted endeavor that
involves building a strong vocabulary, understanding common word types, and
applying effective study strategies. By utilizing the tips outlined in this
article and staying committed to your preparation, you can enhance your
verbal reasoning skills and approach the GRE with confidence. With diligence
and practice, you will be well on your way to achieving your target score and
advancing your academic goals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'word smart' mean in the context of the
GRE?

‘Word smart' refers to a strong vocabulary and the ability to understand,
analyze, and use language effectively, which is crucial for success in the
GRE's verbal sections.

How can I improve my vocabulary for the GRE?

You can improve your vocabulary by reading a wide range of materials, using
GRE vocabulary flashcards, practicing with word lists, and engaging in word
games.

Are there specific word lists I should focus on for
the GRE?

Yes, many preparatory resources provide curated GRE word lists, such as the
Barron's 333 High-Frequency Words and the ETS Official GRE Vocabulary List.



What types of questions test word smart on the GRE?

The GRE tests word smart through question types such as Text Completion,
Sentence Equivalence, and Reading Comprehension, all of which assess
vocabulary and comprehension.

How important is context in understanding GRE
vocabulary questions?

Context is extremely important, as many GRE vocabulary questions require you
to interpret words based on surrounding text to determine their correct
meanings.

What strategies can I use to tackle difficult
vocabulary questions on the GRE?

Strategies include eliminating clearly wrong answers, looking for contextual
clues, and practicing with sample questions to become familiar with the
format.

Is it beneficial to learn word roots and prefixes
for the GRE?

Yes, learning word roots, prefixes, and suffixes can help you deduce the
meanings of unfamiliar words, improving your overall vocabulary comprehension
for the GRE.

How do I assess my vocabulary progress while
preparing for the GRE?

You can assess your vocabulary progress by taking practice tests, using
vocabulary quizzes, and tracking the number of new words you can correctly
define and use in context.
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