Womens History Month Poems

WHAT WOMEN WANTED

Lang before your grandma was young
Women's freedom was a song not yet sung

Men mostly said that women didn't get it
If you gave them a job they'd just forget it

They said a woman's job was cleaning house
And staying quiet as a mouse

But many women said we want more
We like our homes, but we want more than chores

We want the right to earn real pay
We work just as hard as men each day

And more than anything, please note
We want to have the right to vote

And after the marches and protests were done
All of that is just what they won
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Women’s History Month poems celebrate the achievements, struggles, and experiences of women
throughout history. March is designated as Women’s History Month in the United States, a time to reflect
on the contributions of women in various fields, including literature, politics, science, and art. Poetry serves
as a powerful medium to express these reflections, capturing emotions, stories, and the essence of women's
experiences. This article explores the significance of Women’s History Month poems, highlights notable

poets, and provides recommendations for celebrating this month through poetry.

The Importance of Poetry in Women’s History Month

Poetry has a unique ability to convey complex emotions and ideas in a succinct and impactful manner.



During Women’s History Month, poems can serve as a means to:

Honor Women's Achievements: Poetry can celebrate the milestones and contributions of women

throughout history.

Amplify Voices: It provides a platform for marginalized voices, allowing women to share their stories

and experiences.

Encourage Reflection: Poems can prompt readers to think critically about gender issues and the

ongoing struggles for equality.

Foster Community: Sharing poetry can create a sense of solidarity and encourage discussions about

women's rights and representation.

Notable Poets and Their Contributions

Several poets have made significant contributions to the landscape of women’s poetry, particularly during
Women’s History Month. Here are some notable figures whose works resonate with themes of feminism,

empowerment, and the female experience.

1. Maya Angelou

Maya Angelou is one of the most celebrated poets and authors of the 20th century. Her poem "Still I Rise" is
a powerful declaration of resilience and strength in the face of adversity. It encapsulates the spirit of

overcoming oppression and serves as an anthem for women everywhere.

2. Audre Lorde

Audre Lorde was a self-described “black, lesbian, mother, warrior, poet” whose works challenged the
intersections of race, gender, and sexuality. Her poetry, including "A Litany for Survival," addresses the
fears and struggles faced by marginalized women, encouraging empowerment through vulnerability and

honesty.



3. Emily Dickinson

Though she lived in the 19th century, Emily Dickinson's poetry often reflects themes of identity, solitude,
and the inner lives of women. Her unique style and innovative use of language have made her a
significant figure in American literature, and her works are frequently revisited during Women’s History
Month.

4. Adrienne Rich

Adrienne Rich’s poetry explores the complexities of female identity and the social constructs surrounding
womanhood. Her collection "Diving into the Wreck" is a profound exploration of feminism and the quest

for self-discovery, making her one of the pivotal voices in feminist literature.



