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Windows Server 2022 build history is an essential topic for IT professionals and system
administrators alike, as it sheds light on the evolution of Microsoft's server operating
system. Windows Server 2022 builds upon the foundation laid by previous versions,
introducing enhancements in security, performance, and hybrid cloud capabilities. This
article delves into the build history of Windows Server 2022, examining its development
milestones, key features, and the significance of each build.

Overview of Windows Server 2022

Windows Server 2022 is the latest long-term servicing channel (LTSC) release of
Microsoft's server operating system, launched in August 2021. It is designed to provide a
robust platform for enterprise-level applications and services, with a focus on security and
cloud integration. This version is particularly appealing due to its compatibility with
Azure, enabling businesses to extend their on-premises infrastructure seamlessly into the
cloud.

Development Timeline and Build History

The build history of Windows Server 2022 can be divided into several key phases, from
initial development through to the official release. Below is a chronological overview of
significant milestones:

1. Initial Development and Insider Previews

- Early Development: Development for Windows Server 2022 began after the release of
Windows Server 2019. Microsoft aimed to create a more secure and efficient server
operating system, focusing on hybrid cloud deployments and advanced security features.

- Windows Server 2022 Insider Preview Build 20211 (June 2020): The first Insider Preview
for Windows Server 2022 was released, allowing developers and IT professionals to test



new features and provide feedback. This build introduced several enhancements in
performance and security.

- Subsequent Insider Previews: Following the initial build, several additional Insider
Preview builds were released, including:

- Build 20215 (August 2020): This build included features such as Windows Admin Center
improvements and enhancements to the SMB protocol.

- Build 20221 (October 2020): Introduced support for TLS 1.3 and improvements to
Windows Containers.

2. Feature Updates and Release Candidates

- Windows Server 2022 Insider Preview Build 20231 (February 2021): This build marked a
significant update, adding features like enhanced Windows Defender and improvements to
storage migration services.

- Windows Server 2022 Release Candidate 1 (RC1, July 2021): The first release candidate
was made available to the public, offering a near-final version of the operating system. Key
features highlighted in this build included:

- Advanced multi-layered security with Secured-core server features.

- Improvements in the Windows Admin Center.

- Enhanced support for Kubernetes and Windows Containers.

3. Official Release

- General Availability (GA) - August 2021: Windows Server 2022 was officially released to
the public, marking the culmination of years of development. The release included several
new features and enhancements, such as:

- Improved Security: Windows Server 2022 introduced Secured-core server capabilities,
which provide advanced protection against firmware vulnerabilities and other attack
vectors.

- Hybrid Cloud Enhancements: Azure Arc and integration with Azure services enable
seamless management of hybrid environments.

- Performance Improvements: Various optimizations, including faster SMB performance
and improved networking features.

Key Features of Windows Server 2022

Windows Server 2022 brought several key features and improvements to the table,
making it a compelling choice for organizations looking to modernize their server
infrastructure. Some of the noteworthy features include:



1. Security Enhancements

- Secured-core Server: Provides advanced security features, including firmware protection
and secure boot capabilities.

- Windows Defender Advanced Threat Protection (ATP): Enhanced threat detection and
response capabilities to protect against modern cyber threats.

- TLS 1.3 Support: The latest version of the Transport Layer Security protocol, which
ensures secure communications.

2. Hybrid Cloud Capabilities

- Azure Arc: Allows for the management of Windows Server instances across on-premises
and cloud environments.

- Storage Migration Service: Simplifies the migration of servers to Azure, enabling
seamless integration of on-premises and cloud storage.

3. Performance Improvements

- SMB Compression: Reduces the time and bandwidth required to transfer files over the
network.

- Improved HTTP/3 Support: Enhancements to the web server performance, leveraging the
latest protocols for faster and more reliable connections.

Future Updates and Roadmap

As technology evolves, Microsoft continues to enhance Windows Server 2022 through
regular updates and feature additions. The roadmap for Windows Server 2022 includes:

- Monthly Security Updates: Microsoft releases monthly updates to address security
vulnerabilities and improve system performance.

- Feature Updates: Microsoft is expected to introduce new features based on user
feedback and technological advancements in cloud services and security.

Conclusion

The Windows Server 2022 build history is a testament to Microsoft's commitment to
providing a secure, efficient, and cloud-friendly server operating system. With a focus on
hybrid cloud integration, advanced security features, and performance improvements,
Windows Server 2022 stands as a robust platform for modern IT infrastructure. As
organizations continue to navigate the complexities of digital transformation, Windows
Server 2022 offers the tools and capabilities necessary to support their evolving needs.
The ongoing updates and enhancements ensure that Windows Server remains a relevant



and powerful option for businesses of all sizes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features introduced in Windows Server
20227?

Windows Server 2022 introduces several key features including enhanced security with
Secured-core server, improved Azure integration, and advanced networking capabilities
such as SMB over QUIC.

How can I check the build version of my Windows Server
2022 installation?

You can check the build version of your Windows Server 2022 installation by opening the
Command Prompt and typing 'winver' or by navigating to Settings > System > About,
where the version information is displayed.

What updates have been made to Windows Server 2022
since its initial release?

Since its initial release, Windows Server 2022 has received several cumulative updates
addressing security vulnerabilities, performance improvements, and feature
enhancements, which can be viewed in the Windows Server update history.

Is Windows Server 2022 compatible with previous server
versions?

Yes, Windows Server 2022 is designed to be compatible with previous server versions,
allowing for migration and integration with existing applications and services, though
some features may require updates or specific configurations.

Where can I find the official build history and changelog

for Windows Server 2022?

The official build history and changelog for Windows Server 2022 can be found on the
Microsoft Docs website, specifically under the Windows Server release information
section.
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Explore the Windows Server 2022 build history to understand its evolution and features. Discover
how this OS can enhance your IT infrastructure. Learn more!
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