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Workforce Inventory of Education/Training (WIET)
https://owcms.ohio.gov/wiet/

Requires an application procedure to identify eligible training
providers/programs eligible for WIOA Title I-B funds.

9 classifications :

. Ohio Technical Centers (OTC) that receive Title IV funds
Community colleges that receive Title IV funds
Four-Year colleges that receive Title IV funds

. Registered Apprenticeship programs

. Non-registered Apprenticeship programs

Proprietary Schools/For Profit

CBOs/Non-Profit

Internships or Co-ops

Mon-0H accredited Postsecondary career tech schools
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WIOA approved training programs in Ohio are essential components of the workforce development
landscape, designed to provide individuals with the necessary skills and training to succeed in today's
competitive job market. The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), enacted in 2014, aims to
help job seekers access education, training, and employment services, particularly for those facing barriers
to employment. In Ohio, these programs are tailored to meet the needs of local employers while also
supporting the career advancement of job seekers. This article delves into the structure, benefits, and

various training options available under WIOA in Ohio.

Understanding WIOA and Its Importance

WIOA is a federal law that emphasizes a comprehensive approach to workforce development. It seeks to
enhance the coordination of employment and training services across multiple sectors, including education,
vocational training, and community services. The primary goals of WIOA include:

e Improving access to high-quality training programs.

¢ Aligning workforce development with the needs of employers.

¢ Supporting individuals with barriers to employment, such as low-income individuals, youth, and the

long-term unemployed.



¢ Enhancing accountability and performance in workforce development programs.

In Ohio, the WIOA framework is implemented through various local workforce development boards,

which oversee the allocation of resources and the development of training programs.

Eligibility for WIOA Training Programs

To participate in WIOA-approved training programs in Ohio, individuals must meet certain eligibility

criteria. Generally, applicants must:

1. Be at least 18 years old.
2. Provide proof of legal residency or citizenship.
3. Demonstrate a need for training, often through an assessment of skills and career goals.

4. Be registered with the local workforce development board.

Additionally, priority is often given to individuals who face significant barriers to employment, including

those with disabilities, veterans, and individuals receiving public assistance.

Types of WIOA Approved Training Programs in Ohio

Ohio offers a diverse range of WIOA-approved training programs designed to equip individuals with skills

in various industries. Some key areas of focus include:

1. Occupational Skills Training

Occupational skills training programs provide hands-on training for specific jobs or professions. These

programs often lead to industry-recognized certifications and can include fields such as:

¢ Healthcare (e.g., nursing, medical assistance)



e Information Technology (e.g., cybersecurity, software development)
e Manufacturing (e.g., welding, CNC machining)

e Construction (e.g., carpentry, plumbing)

2. On-the-Job Training (OJT)

On-the-job training allows individuals to gain practical experience while working with an employer who
provides training. This model benefits both job seekers and employers as it helps to bridge the skills gap

while allowing individuals to earn income during the training process.

3. Apprenticeship Programs

Apprenticeship programs combine on-the-job training with classroom instruction. These programs are
industry-driven and often lead to high-paying jobs in fields such as healthcare, technology, and skilled
trades. Participants typically work under the guidance of experienced professionals while also completing

related coursework.

4. Adult Education and Literacy Programs

For individuals who need to improve their basic skills before entering occupational training, WIOA
supports adult education and literacy programs. These programs provide instruction in essential areas,

including reading, writing, math, and English language proficiency.

Benefits of WIOA Approved Training Programs

Participating in WIOA-approved training programs in Ohio offers numerous advantages for job seekers,

including:

1. Financial Assistance

One of the most significant benefits is the financial support provided for training costs, which may cover



tuition, fees, and sometimes even transportation or childcare expenses. This financial assistance helps

alleviate the burden of cost, making training accessible for more individuals.

2. Career Counseling and Support Services

WIOA programs often include career counseling, resume workshops, and job placement assistance. These
services equip job seekers with the tools they need to navigate the job market effectively and improve

their chances of securing employment.

3. Customized Training Solutions

WIOA encourages partnerships between educational institutions and local businesses, ensuring that training
programs align with the specific needs of the local labor market. This customized approach means that

individuals are more likely to gain skills that are in demand, enhancing their employability.

4. Long-Term Career Growth

By participating in WIOA-approved training programs, individuals not only gain immediate skills but also
position themselves for long-term career advancement. Many programs are designed with pathways for

further education and skill development, allowing for continuous growth.

How to Access WIOA Approved Training Programs in Ohio

Accessing WIOA-approved training programs in Ohio is a straightforward process. Here are the steps

involved:

1. Contact Your Local Workforce Development Board: The first step is to reach out to your local
workforce development board, which can provide information on available programs and eligibility

requirements.

2. Complete the Application: Fill out the necessary application forms, which typically require personal

information, employment history, and a statement of need for training.

3. Attend an Orientation Session: Many boards offer orientation sessions to explain the WIOA program,

training options, and available resources.



4. Participate in Assessments: Assessments may be conducted to identify your skills, interests, and

training needs.

5. Receive Training Recommendations: Based on assessments and discussions with career counselors,

you will receive recommendations for suitable training programs.

6. Enroll in a Training Program: Once you select a program, you’ll enroll and begin your training

journey.

Success Stories and Impact of WIOA Training Programs

The impact of WIOA-approved training programs in Ohio is evident through numerous success stories.
Many individuals have transformed their lives by acquiring new skills and securing stable employment.
For instance, a participant in a healthcare training program may go from being unemployed to working as

a certified nursing assistant, significantly improving their income and quality of life.

Additionally, employers benefit from WIOA programs by gaining access to a skilled workforce that meets
their needs. This collaboration between job seekers and employers fosters economic growth and stability

within communities.

Conclusion

WIOA -approved training programs in Ohio play a crucial role in shaping the workforce of tomorrow. By
providing individuals with the necessary skills and training, these programs not only enhance personal and
professional development but also contribute to the overall economic health of the state. As Ohio continues
to adapt to the changing job market, WIOA remains a vital resource for job seekers and employers alike,
promoting a brighter future for all. Whether you're a job seeker looking to enhance your skills or an
employer seeking a qualified workforce, the benefits of WIOA programs are undeniable. Embrace the

opportunities available and take the first step towards a more rewarding career today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are WIOA approved training programs in Ohio?

WIOA approved training programs in Ohio are educational and vocational training programs that qualify

for funding under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), aimed at helping individuals



gain skills for in-demand jobs.

How can I find WIOA approved training programs in Ohio?

You can find WIOA approved training programs in Ohio by visiting the Ohio Department of Job and

Family Services website or contacting your local workforce development board.

Who is eligible for WIOA training funds in Ohio?

Eligibility for WIOA training funds in Ohio typically includes unemployed individuals, underemployed

individuals, and dislocated workers, among others. Specific eligibility criteria can vary by program.

What types of training are covered under WIOA in Ohio?

WIOA in Ohio covers a wide range of training types, including classroom training, on-the-job training,

apprenticeships, and occupational skills training in various fields such as healthcare, IT, and manufacturing.

How do I apply for WIOA funding for training in Ohio?

To apply for WIOA funding for training in Ohio, you will need to contact your local OhioMeansJobs center

and complete an eligibility assessment, followed by submitting an application for training assistance.

Are there any costs associated with WIOA approved training programs in
Ohio?

While many WIOA approved training programs are funded through WIOA, some programs may require

co-payments or fees. It's important to check with the specific training provider for detailed cost information.

How long does it take to complete a WIOA approved training program in
Ohio?

The duration of WIOA approved training programs in Ohio varies widely depending on the type of

program. Some can be completed in a few weeks, while others may take several months or longer.

‘What support services are available for WIOA participants in Ohio?

WIOA participants in Ohio may access various support services, including career counseling, job search

assistance, transportation assistance, and childcare services to help them successfully complete their training.
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