When Calls The Heart Janette Oke

When Calls the Heart is a beloved series inspired by the works of Janette Oke, a pioneer in the genre
of Christian historical fiction. Oke's novels have touched the hearts of many, and her influence is
palpable in the themes of love, resilience, and faith that permeate the show. This article delves into
the origins of When Calls the Heart, the life and work of Janette Oke, and the impact of her
storytelling on both literature and television.

Janette Oke: A Literary Pioneer

Janette Oke is a Canadian author renowned for her Christian novels set in the Canadian West. Born
on February 18, 1935, in Champion, Alberta, Oke grew up in a small farming community, an
experience that would later inspire much of her writing.

Early Life and Inspirations

- Background: Oke was raised in a loving, Christian household, where reading and storytelling were
highly valued. These early influences shaped her desire to write.
- Education: She attended the University of Alberta, where she pursued a degree in English and



education. This educational background provided her with a strong foundation in narrative structure
and character development.

- First Novel: Janette Oke's first novel, "Love Comes Softly," was published in 1979. This book
introduced readers to the struggles and triumphs of life in the early American West and set the stage
for her subsequent works.

Key Themes in Oke's Work

Oke's novels are characterized by several recurring themes:

1. Faith and Spirituality: The importance of faith in guiding characters through life's challenges.

2. Love and Sacrifice: The depiction of romantic love intertwined with personal sacrifice and
commitment.

3. Community and Family: The significance of community bonds and family relationships in shaping
individual identity.

4. Resilience: Characters often face overwhelming odds but demonstrate remarkable strength and
perseverance.

When Calls the Heart: The Series

When Calls the Heart is a television adaptation of Janette Oke’s novels, primarily inspired by her
book of the same name. The show premiered on the Hallmark Channel in January 2014 and quickly
gained a devoted fan base. It explores the life of Elizabeth Thatcher, a young woman who leaves her
privileged life in the city to teach school in a small coal mining town in Canada.

Plot Overview

The series follows Elizabeth as she navigates the challenges of her new life:

- Elizabeth Thatcher: A strong-willed and independent woman who takes on the role of schoolteacher
in Hope Valley, a town filled with diverse characters and rich stories.

- Jack Thornton: A handsome and principled Mountie who becomes Elizabeth’s love interest. Their
relationship is central to the series and showcases themes of honor, duty, and romance.

- Community Dynamics: The show emphasizes the close-knit community of Hope Valley, where
residents support each other through trials and triumphs, reflecting Oke's emphasis on family and
friendship.

Character Development

The characters in When Calls the Heart are well-developed, showcasing a variety of personalities,
backgrounds, and motivations:

- Elizabeth: Portrayed by Erin Krakow, Elizabeth evolves from a sheltered young woman to a



confident teacher and community leader.

- Jack: Played by Daniel Lissing, Jack embodies the ideals of bravery and dedication, serving as a
protector of the town and Elizabeth.

- Supporting Characters: The ensemble cast includes characters like Abigail Stanton, a widowed
mother; Bill Avery, a lawman with a mysterious past; and many others who contribute to the rich
tapestry of Hope Valley.

Production and Reception

When Calls the Heart has been well-received for its engaging storytelling, strong performances, and
positive messages.

- Production: The series is produced by Brian Bird and features stunning cinematography that
captures the beauty of the Canadian landscape.

- Viewership: It has consistently garnered high ratings, appealing to audiences looking for
wholesome, family-friendly entertainment.

- Awards: The show has received numerous nominations and awards, celebrating its contributions to
television and its ability to resonate with viewers.

The Impact of Janette Oke's Work

Janette Oke's influence extends beyond just her novels; it has reshaped the landscape of Christian
fiction and inspired a new generation of writers.

Shaping Christian Fiction

1. Trailblazer: Oke is often credited with popularizing Christian romance and historical fiction,
paving the way for many authors who followed in her footsteps.

2. Authenticity: Her stories are known for their authenticity, drawing on real historical events and
cultural contexts, which has encouraged readers to engage with their faith in meaningful ways.

3. Diverse Voices: Oke's success has led to the emergence of diverse voices within Christian fiction,
broadening the genre and allowing for a wider range of stories and perspectives.

Legacy and Influence

- Mentorship: Oke has been a mentor to many aspiring writers, offering encouragement and
guidance as they navigate their own writing journeys.

- Adaptations: The success of When Calls the Heart has led to adaptations of other Oke novels,
further spreading her message of hope and love.

- Continued Relevance: Oke's themes remain relevant today, addressing timeless struggles and joys
that resonate with audiences across generations.



Conclusion

When Calls the Heart serves as a testament to Janette Oke's incredible storytelling ability and her
impact on both literature and television. Her novels continue to inspire and uplift readers, while the
adaptation of her work into a beloved television series has introduced her stories to a wider
audience. As we reflect on Oke's contributions, it is clear that her legacy will endure, reminding us
of the power of love, faith, and community in overcoming life's challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is "When Calls the Heart' about?

‘When Calls the Heart' is a romantic drama series based on Janette Oke's novel of the same name,
set in the early 1900s. It follows the life of Elizabeth Thatcher, a young teacher who moves to a small
coal mining town in Canada.

How did Janette Oke influence the Hallmark Channel's
programming?

Janette Oke's works, especially ‘When Calls the Heart', have significantly influenced the Hallmark
Channel's focus on family-friendly and inspirational content, leading to a successful franchise that
includes multiple books and a hit television series.

Is 'When Calls the Heart' based on a true story?

‘When Calls the Heart' is not based on a true story but is inspired by Janette Oke's fictional works
that reflect the values and challenges of pioneer life in Canada.

Who are the main characters in 'When Calls the Heart'?

The main characters include Elizabeth Thatcher, played by Erin Krakow, Jack Thornton, portrayed
by Daniel Lissing, and various townsfolk of Hope Valley who contribute to the story's development.

What themes are prevalent in Janette Oke's "When Calls the
Heart'?

Key themes in 'When Calls the Heart' include love, faith, community, resilience, and the importance
of personal growth amidst challenges.

How has 'When Calls the Heart' evolved since its premiere?

Since its premiere in 2014, 'When Calls the Heart' has evolved by expanding its cast and story arcs,
introducing new characters, and deepening existing relationships while addressing contemporary
issues.



What impact has "When Calls the Heart' had on its audience?

‘When Calls the Heart' has had a positive impact on its audience, promoting themes of hope and
perseverance, and has cultivated a dedicated fanbase that appreciates its wholesome storytelling
and character development.
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