
What Seal Team Was Lone Survivor

Lone Survivor is a harrowing account of a Navy SEAL team that faced insurmountable odds
during a mission in Afghanistan. The story revolves around Operation Red Wings, which
took place in June 2005, and highlights the bravery, camaraderie, and sacrifices made by
elite military personnel. This article delves into the details of the SEAL team involved, the
mission they undertook, the challenges they faced, and the lessons learned from this tragic
yet inspiring event.

The SEAL Team Involved: SEAL Team 10

The elite unit at the center of the Lone Survivor narrative is SEAL Team 10, one of the many
specialized teams within the Naval Special Warfare Command. SEAL Teams are known for
their rigorous training and exceptional capabilities in various forms of warfare, including
direct action, counter-terrorism, and reconnaissance missions.

Formation and Training

- Established: SEAL Team 10 was formed in 2001 as part of the United States Navy's efforts
to bolster its special operations forces following the events of September 11.
- Training Regimen: The team undergoes extensive training, including:
- Basic underwater demolition and SEAL training (BUD/S)
- Advanced tactical training
- Survival, evasion, resistance, and escape (SERE) training
- Language and cultural training for deployment in various regions

These training programs ensure that SEALs are prepared for any environment and can
operate effectively under extreme stress.



Members of the Team

The Operation Red Wings mission involved four members of SEAL Team 10. Each member
brought unique skills and experiences to the team:

1. Marcus Luttrell: The lone survivor of the operation and author of the book “Lone
Survivor,” Luttrell was a Navy SEAL with extensive combat experience.
2. Michael Murphy: The team leader, known for his bravery and leadership, he was
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions during the mission.
3. Danny Dietz: A petty officer and an expert in reconnaissance, Dietz was known for his
dedication and tenacity.
4. Axelson: A sniper who provided critical support during missions, he was recognized for
his exceptional marksmanship.

Operation Red Wings: The Mission

Operation Red Wings was originally designed as a reconnaissance mission to locate and
capture a Taliban leader, Ahmad Shah, in the Hindu Kush mountains of Afghanistan. The
goal was to gather intelligence that would lead to further operations against the Taliban in
the region.

Planning the Operation

The planning phase of Operation Red Wings involved several key elements:

- Intelligence Gathering: SEAL Team 10 relied on intelligence reports and satellite imagery
to identify potential hiding places for the Taliban leader.
- Reconnaissance: The team was briefed on the terrain and potential enemy positions,
which were critical for mission success.
- Insertion Method: The plan included helicopter insertion to the operational area, followed
by a period of reconnaissance on foot.

The Insertion and Initial Engagement

On June 28, 2005, the team was inserted into the mountainous region of Afghanistan. Initial
stages of the mission went smoothly until they encountered unexpected circumstances:

- Discovery by Locals: Shortly after insertion, the team encountered a group of goat
herders. The decision to either kill the herders or let them go became a point of contention.
- Decision to Release: The team, led by Murphy, decided to release the herders, prioritizing
ethical considerations over immediate tactical advantage. This decision would have dire
consequences.



Ambush and the Fight for Survival

The decision to release the goat herders led to the SEAL team being ambushed by a larger
Taliban force:

- Overwhelming Numbers: The team, consisting of just four members, faced a force of over
100 Taliban fighters.
- Fierce Combat: The team fought valiantly, engaging in a brutal firefight that lasted for
hours. They used their training and teamwork to try and overcome the odds.

Despite their efforts, the team was outnumbered and outgunned. Luttrell later recounted
the harrowing events of that day, detailing the extraordinary courage displayed by his
teammates.

Casualties and Aftermath

The events of June 28, 2005, led to devastating losses for SEAL Team 10:

- Casualties:
- Michael Murphy was killed in action but not before he made a heroic call for help that
would lead to further rescue efforts.
- Danny Dietz and Axelson also lost their lives during the ambush.
- Luttrell was severely injured but managed to escape and was later rescued by Afghan
villagers who sheltered him.

Rescue Operations

The aftermath of the ambush led to a large-scale rescue operation:

- Immediate Response: After receiving Murphy's distress call, a rescue team was sent to
assist.
- Helicopter Crash: Tragically, a subsequent rescue operation resulted in the loss of 16
additional Navy SEALs and support personnel when their helicopter was shot down by a
Taliban missile.

The Legacy of Lone Survivor

The story of Lone Survivor transcends the immediate events of the mission itself. It has
become a symbol of heroism, sacrifice, and the harsh realities of modern warfare.



Books and Films

- Book: Marcus Luttrell's book, "Lone Survivor," was published in 2007 and became a
bestseller, providing a personal account of the events and the individuals involved.
- Film Adaptation: In 2013, a film adaptation directed by Peter Berg was released, further
bringing the story to a wider audience and highlighting the bravery of the SEALs.

Honoring the Fallen

Several initiatives and memorials have been established to honor the fallen heroes of
Operation Red Wings:

- Medals and Honors: Michael Murphy received the Medal of Honor, while other team
members were awarded Navy Crosses for their bravery.
- Memorials: Various memorials have been erected in honor of the SEALs who lost their
lives, serving as a reminder of their sacrifice.

Lessons Learned from Operation Red Wings

Operation Red Wings serves as a critical case study in military operations, highlighting
several key lessons:

1. Ethical Decision Making: The decision to release the herders, while ethically sound,
underscores the complexities of combat operations where choices may lead to unintended
consequences.
2. Importance of Intelligence: Effective intelligence gathering and assessment are crucial
for mission success in hostile environments.
3. Teamwork and Leadership: The actions of Murphy, Luttrell, and their teammates
exemplify the importance of strong leadership and camaraderie in high-stakes situations.

Conclusion

The story of Lone Survivor is not just about a failed mission but rather a testament to the
courage, sacrifice, and unwavering spirit of the Navy SEALs. The legacy of SEAL Team 10
and the lessons learned from Operation Red Wings continue to resonate within the military
community and beyond, reminding us of the profound costs of conflict and the valor of
those who serve.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the name of the SEAL team featured in the
movie 'Lone Survivor'?
The SEAL team featured in 'Lone Survivor' is SEAL Team 10.

What operation is depicted in 'Lone Survivor' involving
SEAL Team 10?
'Lone Survivor' depicts Operation Red Wings, a mission to capture or kill a Taliban leader in
Afghanistan.

Who is the author of the book 'Lone Survivor' that
inspired the movie?
The book 'Lone Survivor' was written by Marcus Luttrell, who was the only survivor of the
mission.

What year did the events of 'Lone Survivor' take place?
The events of 'Lone Survivor' took place in June 2005.

How many members of SEAL Team 10 were killed during
Operation Red Wings?
During Operation Red Wings, 19 members of SEAL Team 10 and a team of Army Night
Stalkers were killed.
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Discover what SEAL team was involved in the harrowing true story of "Lone Survivor." Learn more
about their mission and its impact on Navy SEAL history.
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