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Offenses I.f'
1. Aggravated Battery "
2 Aggravated DUI

3. Aggravated Fleeing

4. Arson

5. Burgiary

b. Drug-induced Homicide
7. Intimidation
& Kidnapping
9, Robbery

10. Znd-Degree Murder
kll. Threatening a Public Official

WHAT IS THE NEW PURGE LAW IN CHICAGO? THE TERM “PURGE LAW" HAS ELICITED SIGNIFICANT ATTENTION AND DEBATE
AMONG RESIDENTS AND LAWMAKERS IN CHICAGO. OFFICIALLY KNOWN AS THE SAFETY, ACCOUNTABILITY, FAIRNESS, AND
EQUITY-TobAY (SAFE-T) ACT, THIS LEGISLATION IS DESIGNED TO REFORM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IN ILLINOIS,
PARTICULARLY FOCUSING ON THE ELIMINATION OF CASH BAIL AND OTHER CRITICAL CHANGES. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO
THE SPECIFICS OF THE NEW PURGE LAW, ITS IMPLICATIONS, AND THE WIDESPREAD REACTIONS IT HAS GARNERED FROM VARIOUS
COMMUNITIES IN CHICAGO.
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OvVERVIEW OF THE SAFE-T AcT

THe SAFE-T ACT wWAS PASSED IN JANUARY 2021 AS PART OF A BROADER CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM INITIATIVE AIMED AT
ADDRESSING SYSTEMIC ISSUES WITHIN THE ILLINOIS JUSTICE SYSTEM. THE ACT COMPRISES VARIOUS CHANGES AIMED AT
ENHANCING PUBLIC SAFETY WHILE ENSURING FAIRNESS AND EQUITY WITHIN LEGAL PROCESSES. THE MOST NOTABLE ASPECT OF
THIS LEGISLATION IS THE ELIMINATION OF CASH BAIL, WHICH HAS BEEN A CONTENTIOUS TOPIC IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT CRIMINAL
JUSTICE REFORM.

Key FEATURES oF THE SAFE-T AcT

THe SAFE-T ACT ENCOMPASSES SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT CHANGES, INCLUDING:

¢ ELIMINATION OF CASH BAIL: ONE OF THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL CHANGES, THE ACT ABOLISHES CASH BAIL FOR
INDIVIDUALS AWAITING TRIAL, AIMING TO ENSURE THAT A PERSON'S FREEDOM IS NOT DETERMINED BY THEIR FINANCIAL
STATUS.

o PRe-TRIAL RELEASE STANDARDS: THE ACT ESTABLISHES NEW CRITERIA FOR PRE-TRIAL RELEASE, FOCUSING ON RISK
ASSESSMENTS RATHER THAN FINANCIAL MEANS. THIS AIMS TO KEEP LOW-RISK INDIVIDUALS OUT OF JAIL WHILE ENSURING
THAT DANGEROUS OFFENDERS ARE APPROPRIATELY DETAINED.

® |INCREASED ACCOUNTABILITY FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT: THE LEGISLATION MANDATES BODY CAMERAS FOR POLICE
OFFICERS AND ESTABLISHES STRICTER PROTOCOLS FOR THEIR USE, PROMOTING TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTARBILITY IN

LA\ ENFORCEMENT PRACTICES.

® ENHANCED MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES: THE ACT ALLOCATES FUNDING FOR MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES, RECOGNIZING THE



NEED FOR TREATMENT RATHER THAN INCARCERATION FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES.

o COMMUNITY SUPPORT ProOGRAMS: THE SAFE-T ACT PROMOTES INVESTMENT IN COMMUNITY-BASED PROGRAMS
DESIGNED TO PREVENT CRIME AND SUPPORT AT-RISK POPULATIONS.

THe ELIMINATION OF CASH BAIL

THE MOST PROMINENT FEATURE OF THE SAFE-T ACT, THE ELIMINATION OF CASH BAIL, AIMS TO ADDRESS THE INEQUITIES
PRESENT IN THE JUSTICE SYSTEM. CRITICS ARGUE THAT THE CASH BAIL SYSTEM DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTS LOW-INCOME
INDIVIDUALS WHO CANNOT AFFORD TO PAY BAIL, LEADING TO UNNECESSARY INCARCERATION BEFORE TRIAL.

IMPLICATIONS OF CASH BAIL ELIMINATION

THE REMOVAL OF CASH BAIL HAS SEVERAL IMPLICATIONS:

1. INCREASED PRe-TRIAL FREEDOM: INDIVIDUALS WHO POSE MINIMAL RISK TO SOCIETY MAY BE RELEASED PRE-TRIAL, ALLOWING
THEM TO MAINTAIN THEIR JOBS, FAMILY CONNECTIONS, AND COMMUNITY TIES.

2. REDUCED JAIL OVERCROWDING: THE ACT IS EXPECTED TO ALLEVIATE OVERCROWDING IN JAILS, AS FEWER INDIVIDUALS WILL
BE HELD BASED ON THEIR INABILITY TO PAY BAIL.

3. Risk ASSESSMENT ToOLS: THE INTRODUCTION OF RISK ASSESSMENT TOOLS WILL CREATE A MORE OBJECTIVE FRAMEW ORK
FOR DETERMINING WHETHER AN INDIVIDUAL SHOULD BE RELEASED OR DETAINED BEFORE TRIAL.

4. LEGAL CHALLENGES: THE NEW LAW MAY FACE LEGAL CHALLENGES AS STAKEHOLDERS DEBATE ITS CONSTITUTIONALITY AND
EFFECTIVENESS.

PusLIC REACTION TO THE NEw PURGE LAW

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE SAFE-T ACT HAS GENERATED MIXED RESPONSES FROM DIFFERENT SEGMENTS OF THE CHICAGO
COMMUNITY. SUPPORTERS PRAISE THE ACT AS A STEP TOWARD A MORE EQUITABLE JUSTICE SYSTEM, WHILE CRITICS EXPRESS
CONCERNS OVER PUBLIC SAFETY AND THE POTENTIAL FOR INCREASED CRIME RATES.

SUPPORTERS' VIEWPOINT

ADVOCATES FOR THE SAFE-T ACT ARGUE THAT:

- SOCIALJUSTICEI THE ACT PROMOTES SOCIAL JUSTICE BY ADDRESSING SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES WITHIN THE BAIL SYSTEM.

- COMMUNITY SAFETY: BY FOCUSING ON RISK ASSESSMENT, THE LAW AIMS TO PRIORITIZE PUBLIC SAFETY WITHOUT
COMPROMISING THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS AWAITING TRIAL.

- LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS: THE FUNDING FOR MENTAL HEALTH AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMS IS SEEN AS A PROACTIVE APPROACH
TO CRIME PREVENTION.

OPPONENTS’ CONCERNS

CONVERSELY, CRITICS OF THE SAFE-T ACT RAISE SEVERAL CONCERNS, INCLUDING:

- PusLIC SAFETY Risks: MANY OPPONENTS WORRY THAT ELIMINATING CASH BAIL MAY LEAD TO THE RELEASE OF DANGEROUS
OFFENDERS WHO POSE A THREAT TO THE COMMUNITY.



- INCREASED CRIME RATES: THERE ARE FEARS THAT THE REFORM COULD CONTRIBUTE TO RISING CRIME RATES, PARTICULARLY IN
CHICAGO'S MORE VULNERABLE NEIGHBORHOODS.

- IMPLEMENTATION CHALLENGES: SOME LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS EXPRESS CONCERNS ABOUT THE READINESS OF THE JUSTICE
SYSTEM TO IMPLEMENT THESE CHANGES EFFECTIVELY.

PoLITIcAL IMPLICATIONS AND FUTURE oF THE SAFE-T AcT

THE SAFE-T ACT HAS NOT ONLY SPARKED PUBLIC DEBATE BUT ALSO INFLUENCED POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS AT VARIOUS
LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT.

LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT AND OPPOSITION

- DEMOCRATIC SUPPORT: MANY DEMOCRATS VIEW THE SAFE-T ACT AS A PROGRESSIVE REFORM THAT ALIGNS WITH THEIR
PLATFORM OF EQUITY AND JUSTICE.

- RepusLICAN OpPoSITION: CONVERSELY, REPUBLICANS AND SOME LAW ENFORCEMENT ORGANIZATIONS HAVE VOICED STRONG
OPPOSITION TO THE LAW, ADVOCATING FOR A MORE TRADITIONAL APPROACH TO PUBLIC SAFETY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

FUTURe CONSIDERATIONS

As THE SAFE-T ACT BEGINS TO TAKE EFFECT, SEVERAL CONSIDERATIONS WILL SHAPE ITS FUTURE:

- MONITORING AND EVALUATION: THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SAFE-T ACT WILL DEPEND ON CONTINUOUS MONITORING AND
EVALUATION TO ENSURE THAT IT MEETS ITS INTENDED GOALS WITHOUT COMPROMISING PUBLIC SAFETY.

- POTENTIAL AMENDMENTS: L AWMAKERS MAY NEED TO REVISIT ASPECTS OF THE LAW BASED ON ITS REAL-WORLD IMPLICATIONS
AND COMMUNITY FEEDBACK.

- PusLIc DIALOGUE: ONGOING DIALOGUE BETWEEN COMMUNITY MEMBERS, LAW ENFORCEMENT, AND POLICYMAKERS WILL BE
CRUCIAL TO ADDRESS CONCERNS AND IMPROVE THE LEGISLATION.

CoNCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE QUESTION OF WHAT IS THE NEW PURGE LAW IN CHICAGO ENCOMPASSES A COMPLEX LEGISLATIVE CHANGE
AIMED AT REFORMING THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IN ILLINOIS. THE SAFE-T ACT REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT IN HOW
THE JUSTICE SYSTEM APPROACHES PRE-TRIAL RELEASE, PARTICULARLY WITH THE ELIMINATION OF CASH BAIL. AS CHICAGO
NAVIGATES THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS LAW, IT WILL BE ESSENTIAL FOR ALL STAKEHOLDERS TO ENGAGE IN CONSTRUCTIVE
DIALOGUE TO ENSURE THAT BOTH PUBLIC SAFETY AND JUSTICE ARE UPHELD. THE ONGOING DISCOURSE SURROUNDING THE SAFE-
T ACT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY SHAPE THE FUTURE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM IN CHICAGO AND BEYOND.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE NEW PURGE LAW IN CHICAGO?

THE NEW PURGE LAW IN CHICAGO REFERS TO THE ‘SAFETY AcCT’ WHICH, AMONG OTHER PROVISIONS, ELIMINATES CASH BAIL AND
CHANGES HOW PRETRIAL DETENTION IS HANDLED IN THE STATE.

\W/HEN DID THE NEW PURGE LAW TAKE EFFECT IN CHICAGO?

THE NEW PURGE LAW TOOK EFFECT ON JANUARY 1, 2023.



\WHAT ARE THE MAIN FEATURES OF THE NEW PURGE LAW?

KEY FEATURES INCLUDE THE ELIMINATION OF CASH BAIL, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A RISK ASSESSMENT SYSTEM FOR PRETRIAL
RELEASE, AND INCREASED SUPPORT FOR MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT.

How DOES THE NEW LAW IMPACT ARRESTS AND DETENTIONS?

UNDER THE NEW LAW, INDIVIDUALS ARRESTED FOR CERTAIN NON-VIOLENT OFFENSES MAY BE RELEASED WITHOUT BAIL, WHILE A
RISK ASSESSMENT WILL DETERMINE IF THEY POSE A THREAT TO THE COMMUNITY.

\WHAT HAS BEEN THE PUBLIC RESPONSE TO THE NEW PURGE LAW?

THE PUBLIC RESPONSE HAS BEEN MIXED, WITH SOME ADVOCATING FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM AND OTHERS EXPRESSING
CONCERNS ABOUT PUBLIC SAFETY AND INCREASES IN CRIME.

ARE THERE ANY EXCEPTIONS IN THE NEW PURGE LAW?

YES, SERIOUS OFFENSES SUCH AS VIOLENT CRIMES, SEXUAL OFFENSES, AND OTHER FELONIES MAY STILL RESULT IN PRETRIAL
DETENTION WITHOUT BAIL.

How DOES THE NEW PURGE LAW ALIGN WITH BROADER CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORMS?

THE LAW ALIGNS WITH BROADER REFORMS AIMED AT REDUCING MASS INCARCERATION AND ADDRESSING SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES
IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.

\W/HAT SHOULD RESIDENTS OF CHICAGO KNOW ABOUT THE NEW PURGE LAW?

RESIDENTS SHOULD BE AWARE OF THE CHANGES IN BAIL PRACTICES, THE FOCUS ON REHABILITATION, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AIMED AT REDUCING CRIME AND SUPPORTING INDIVIDUALS IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.
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