What Is The Meaning Of Sensational
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SENSATION (PSYCHOLOGY)

In psychology, sensation refers to the unique process of how people receive information
1 throwgh their senses, which include touch, taste, smell, sight, and hearing.
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According to Sanderson and Huffman: * Feeling the sun on our skin: Our
skin receptors can to detect heat
"Sensation is the process by which we from the sun and send a signal to
detect and convert (transduce) raw the brain, which helps us feel the
sensory data from our body and the sensation of warmth on our skin.
environment, and then transmit it to our
brain” (2023, p. 174). + Tasting our favorite food: Our
e tongue’s taste buds can detect
The process of sensation in different flavors - sweet, sour,
psychology includes identifying, salty, or bitter - and send this
communicating, and interpreting information to the brain for us to
stimuli from our surroundings. experience the taste.
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What is the meaning of sensational? The term "sensational" often evokes a vivid picture in the
mind, suggesting something that is striking, shocking, or appealing in a way that captures attention.
It is a word that traverses various contexts, from journalism to everyday conversation, and its
implications can vary widely depending on its usage. In this article, we will explore the multiple
dimensions of the word "sensational," including its definitions, origin, nuances, and applications in
different fields.

Defining Sensational

The meaning of "sensational" can be broken down into several key definitions:

1. General Definition

At its core, "sensational" refers to something that provokes strong emotional responses or arouses
intense interest. It often describes events, stories, or experiences that are extraordinary or
remarkable in nature.

2. In Journalism

In the realm of journalism, "sensational" tends to have a more specific connotation. It refers to news
stories or headlines that are exaggerated or designed to provoke a strong reaction. Sensational
journalism may prioritize eye-catching headlines over factual reporting, leading to the term "yellow



journalism."

3. In Literature and Art

In literature and the arts, "sensational" can describe works that are characterized by dramatic plots,
shocking twists, or vivid imagery. Sensational novels, for example, often focus on themes of crime,
passion, and moral dilemmas, engaging readers through emotional intensity.

The Origin of the Word

Understanding the origin of the word "sensational" can provide deeper insights into its meaning. The
term comes from the Latin word "sensatio," which means "sensation" or "feeling." Over time, it
evolved into its current form in the English language, first appearing in the early 19th century.

Nuances of Sensational

While the general understanding of "sensational" implies something that captures attention, it is
essential to recognize the nuances of the term. Here are a few aspects to consider:

1. Positive vs. Negative Connotations

- Positive Connotation: In certain contexts, "sensational” can have a positive meaning, indicating
something that is remarkably good or impressive. For example, a sensational performance by an
artist can leave a lasting impact on an audience.

- Negative Connotation: Conversely, in the context of media and news, "sensational" often carries a
negative connotation, suggesting that information is being manipulated or exaggerated to attract

viewership or readership. This form of sensationalism can lead to misinformation and a lack of trust
in media.

2. Sensationalism in Modern Culture

The phenomenon of sensationalism is prevalent in modern culture and manifests in various ways:

- Social Media: Platforms like Twitter and Facebook often amplify sensational content, as users tend
to share stories that evoke strong emotions, whether positive or negative.

- Reality TV: The rise of reality television often emphasizes sensational situations and conflicts,
drawing viewers by showcasing extreme personalities and dramatic moments.



Examples of Sensational in Different Contexts

To further clarify the meaning of sensational, let’s look at some examples across different fields:

1. Sensational Headlines

In journalism, sensational headlines are designed to grab attention. Some examples might include:
- "Shocking Discovery: Scientists Find Life on Mars!"

- "You Won't Believe What This Celebrity Did!"
- "Local Hero Rescues Family from Burning Building!"

2. Sensational Literature

Sensational literature may include works that delve into dramatic or shocking themes, such as:
- "The Woman in White" by Wilkie Collins

- "Gone Girl" by Gillian Flynn
- "The Picture of Dorian Gray" by Oscar Wilde

3. Sensational Events

Events that are labeled as sensational often capture public interest due to their extraordinary
nature, such as:

- High-profile criminal trials

- Major political scandals
- Groundbreaking scientific discoveries

How to Use Sensational in Everyday Language

Understanding how to properly use the term "sensational" can enhance your communication skills.
Here are some tips:

- In a Positive Light: Use "sensational" to describe something remarkably good or impressive. For
example, "The concert was sensational, and the energy in the crowd was electric."

- In a Critical Light: When discussing news or media, you might say, "The report was sensationalized,
focusing more on drama than the actual facts."



Conclusion

In summary, the meaning of sensational encompasses a broad spectrum of interpretations, from
something that is remarkably good to something that is exaggerated for effect. Understanding its
nuances and applications in various contexts—whether in journalism, literature, or everyday
conversation—can enrich our comprehension of language and communication. By recognizing the
implications of sensationalism, we can engage with media and culture more critically, fostering a
deeper understanding of the world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the term 'sensational' mean in everyday language?

In everyday language, 'sensational' refers to something that causes great excitement or interest,
often due to its dramatic or shocking nature.

How is 'sensational’' used in the context of news reporting?

In news reporting, 'sensational’ is often used to describe stories that are exaggerated or focus on
shocking details to attract attention, sometimes at the expense of accuracy.

Can 'sensational' have a positive connotation?

Yes, 'sensational' can have a positive connotation when referring to something that is extraordinarily
good or impressive, such as a sensational performance or achievement.

What are some synonyms for 'sensational'?

Some synonyms for 'sensational' include 'extraordinary’, 'remarkable’, 'stunning’, and 'breathtaking'.

In what contexts might ‘'sensational’ be considered negative?

'‘Sensational' might be considered negative when it implies that something is overly dramatic or
misleading, particularly in contexts like media or advertising.

How does 'sensationalism' relate to the meaning of
'sensational'?

'‘Sensationalism' is a related term that refers to the practice of emphasizing sensational aspects in
media to provoke public interest, often leading to a distortion of facts.
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