What Is Vril Society

Vril Society is a term that encapsulates a range of esoteric beliefs and
practices that emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This
society is often associated with occultism, secret knowledge, and the pursuit
of spiritual enlightenment, deeply rooted in the concept of "Vril," a
fictional energy source described in Edward Bulwer-Lytton's 1871 novel "The
Coming Race." The society garnered interest not only for its esoteric
philosophies but also for its connections to various historical and political
movements. This article delves into the origins, beliefs, influence, and
controversies surrounding the Vril Society, providing a comprehensive
understanding of its significance in modern esoteric traditions.

Origins of the Vril Society

The Vril Society is believed to have originated in Germany during the late
19th century, emerging from the broader context of occult and mystical
movements that were prevalent at the time.

The Influence of "The Coming Race"

1. Edward Bulwer-Lytton's Novel: The concept of Vril was popularized by
Edward Bulwer-Lytton in his novel "The Coming Race," where he describes a
superior race that harnesses an energy force called Vril, which grants them
extraordinary powers.

2. The Idea of a Hidden Society: The novel's themes of an advanced
civilization hidden beneath the Earth resonated with many who believed in the
existence of secret societies and arcane knowledge.



Formation of the Society

- Founding Members: The Vril Society was reportedly founded in the 1900s by a
group of German esotericists, including members of the Thule Society, which
had its own interests in mysticism and nationalism.

- Goals and Aspirations: The society aimed to explore the occult aspects of
the Vril energy, believing it could unlock human potential and provide
knowledge that could lead to societal transformation.

Beliefs and Practices

The Vril Society developed a unique set of beliefs and practices that were
intertwined with various elements of Germanic mysticism, theosophy, and early
20th-century spiritualism.

The Concept of Vril

- Definition of Vril: Vril is often described as a primordial energy or life
force that can be harnessed for various purposes, including healing,
telepathy, and even the manipulation of physical matter.

- Symbolism: Vril is frequently associated with concepts of power, control,
and enlightenment. It symbolizes the potential within every individual to tap
into a higher state of consciousness.

Rituals and Practices

1. Meditation and Visualization: Members engaged in meditation practices
aimed at connecting with the Vril energy, often using visualization
techniques to channel this power.

2. Ritual Gatherings: Meetings were held where members would share insights,
perform rituals, and discuss esoteric teachings, often in an atmosphere
reminiscent of secret societies.

3. Spiritual Development: The society emphasized personal development and the
cultivation of psychic abilities, encouraging members to explore their
spiritual potential.

Influence on Other Movements

The Vril Society's ideas and practices had a notable influence on various
occult and mystical movements, particularly in Germany and beyond.



Connection to the Thule Society

- Overlap of Membership: Many members of the Vril Society were also involved
in the Thule Society, which combined nationalist ideologies with occult
practices.

- Esoteric Nationalism: The Thule Society sought to promote a vision of a
racially pure Aryan society, and the Vril Society contributed to these ideas
through its focus on hidden knowledge and spiritual power.

Impact on Nazi Ideology

1. The Occult Roots of Nazism: The ideas propagated by the Vril Society and
the Thule Society played a role in the development of certain elements of
Nazi ideology, particularly the fascination with ancient Aryan myths and the
belief in a superior race.

2. Rituals and Symbolism: Some Nazi leaders were known to engage in occult
practices, drawing inspiration from the esoteric beliefs that permeated the
Vril Society.

Controversies and Criticism

Despite its intriguing concepts, the Vril Society has been the subject of
much speculation and controversy.

Historical Accuracy

- Limited Documentation: There is a lack of concrete evidence regarding the
Vril Society's actual activities, leading to debates about its existence and
influence.

- Conspiracy Theories: The society has often been linked to various
conspiracy theories, suggesting that it was involved in secret government
projects or advanced technology research, particularly related to UFOs and
antigravity.

Critique from Esoteric Scholars

1. Skepticism: Many scholars of esotericism view the Vril Society as a
product of its time, reflecting the cultural anxieties and aspirations of an
era marked by rapid change and uncertainty.

2. Misinterpretation of Symbols: Critics argue that the society's
interpretations of Vril and related symbols can often be misappropriated or
distorted for political ends.



Legacy of the Vril Society

The legacy of the Vril Society extends beyond its immediate historical
context, influencing contemporary esoteric movements and popular culture.

Modern Esoteric Movements

- Continuation of Occult Practices: Elements of Vril philosophy can be found
in various modern esoteric movements, many of which explore themes of
spiritual energy and personal empowerment.

- Interest in Energy Work: Practices such as Reiki, chakra healing, and other
forms of energy work may draw inspiration from the Vril concept, emphasizing
the importance of harnessing and utilizing life force energy.

Popular Culture References

1. Literature and Film: The concept of Vril has permeated popular culture,
appearing in various works of fiction, including novels, films, and video
games that explore themes of hidden knowledge and advanced technologies.
2. UFO Conspiracy Theories: The Vril Society is often referenced in
discussions of UFOs and secret government programs, contributing to the
mystique surrounding alleged advanced technologies and extraterrestrial
encounters.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Vril Society represents a fascinating intersection of
occultism, nationalism, and the quest for spiritual enlightenment that
emerged during a tumultuous period in history. While its existence and
influence remain subjects of debate, the society's ideas about energy, power,
and hidden knowledge continue to resonate within various modern esoteric
practices and popular culture. Understanding the Vril Society requires a
nuanced approach that considers its historical context, the interplay of
ideas, and the lasting legacy it has left on contemporary thought. Whether
viewed as a legitimate spiritual movement or a curious chapter in the annals
of occult history, the Vril Society remains a compelling topic of study for
those interested in the complexities of human belief and the quest for deeper
understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Vril Society?

The Vril Society is a secret society that reportedly emerged in the late 19th
century, centered around the concept of 'Vril', a mystical energy or force
derived from the novel 'The Coming Race' by Edward Bulwer-Lytton.

What does 'Vril' mean?

'Vril' is a term coined by Edward Bulwer-Lytton in his novel, referring to a
form of energy or life force that can be harnessed for various purposes,
including spiritual and technological advancement.

Who were the key figures associated with the Vril
Society?

Key figures associated with the Vril Society include German occultists and
esotericists such as Rudolf von Sebottendorff, who were interested in the
intersection of spirituality, technology, and Aryan mythology.

What were the beliefs of the Vril Society?

The Vril Society believed in the existence of advanced civilizations, such as
those from the inner Earth, and sought to explore and harness Vril energy for
personal and societal transformation.

How did the Vril Society influence Nazi ideology?

The Vril Society is often linked to Nazi ideology through its emphasis on
Aryan superiority and the exploration of occult practices, which some members
believed could contribute to their goals of racial purity and world
domination.

Is there historical evidence supporting the
existence of the Vril Society?

There is limited concrete historical evidence to confirm the existence of the
Vril Society as a formal organization, leading many to consider it more a
part of esoteric folklore than established history.

What role did the Vril Society play in popular
culture?

The Vril Society has been referenced in various works of fiction, conspiracy
theories, and documentaries, often representing the intersection of science
fiction, mysticism, and political ideology.

How can one learn more about the Vril Society today?

To learn more about the Vril Society, individuals can explore books on
esotericism, historical analyses of occult movements in the early 20th
century, and documentaries that discuss the intersection of mysticism and



politics during that era.
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