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10 BASIC CROATIAN
PHRASES THAT YOU
NEED TO KNOW

My name is... Please Yes/No
Zovem se... A Molim & p;/Ne

| don't understand

Thank you! Ne razumijem

Hvala!

Excuse me How much is this? Goodbye!
Oprostite [ Koliko ko3ta ovo? jjj Dovidenja!

%?: Languages Unlimited, LLC

What is the official language of Croatia? This question arises often for
those interested in the cultural and linguistic landscape of this beautiful
Balkan nation. Croatia, known for its stunning coastline, rich history, and
vibrant traditions, has a unique linguistic identity that warrants
exploration. In this article, we will delve into the official language of
Croatia, its historical context, regional dialects, and the significance of
the Croatian language in today's globalized world.

Understanding the Official Language of Croatia

The official language of Croatia is Croatian (hrvatski jezik). It belongs to
the South Slavic group of languages and is primarily spoken by the majority
of the population. As the official language, Croatian is used in government,
education, media, and public life throughout the country. It is also
recognized as one of the official languages of the European Union since
Croatia joined the EU in 2013.



Historical Context of the Croatian Language

The Croatian language has a rich history that dates back to the early Slavic
migrations in the 6th century. Over the centuries, it has undergone
significant changes influenced by various cultural and political forces. Some
key points in the history of the Croatian language include:

1. 0ld Croatian: The earliest written records in Croatian can be traced back
to the 9th century, with inscriptions in Glagolitic script.

2. Latin Influence: During the Middle Ages, Latin became the dominant
language of administration and literature, which influenced the development
of Croatian.

3. Standardization: The 19th century saw efforts to standardize the Croatian
language, culminating in the adoption of a unified language standard in 1850.
4. Yugoslav Era: After World War I, Croatian was part of the Serbo-Croatian
language, leading to debates over linguistic identity.

5. Post-Independence: Following Croatia's independence in 1991, there was a
renewed focus on the Croatian language as a symbol of national identity.

The Structure of the Croatian Language

Croatian is highly inflected, meaning that word endings change to convey
grammatical information such as case, gender, and number. It uses the Latin
alphabet, consisting of 30 letters, which include characters like ¢, Zz, and §
that are not found in the English alphabet. The language can be divided into
three main dialects:

1. Stokavian: The most widespread dialect, which serves as the basis for the
standard Croatian language.

2. Kajkavian: Spoken primarily in northern Croatia, including the capital,
Zagreb.

3. Chakavian: Found mainly along the Adriatic coast, characterized by its
unique vocabulary and pronunciation.

Regional Variations and Dialects

While Croatian is the official language, regional dialects contribute to the
linguistic diversity of the country. Each dialect has unique phonetic,
lexical, and grammatical features. Here are some notable aspects:

- Stokavian Dialect: The basis for the standard Croatian language, it is
spoken in most of Croatia, including major cities like Split and Rijeka.

- Kajkavian Dialect: Common in the northern regions, it has distinct vowel
shifts and varying vocabulary, reflecting its Hungarian and German
influences.

- Chakavian Dialect: Predominantly found in coastal areas, it features a rich



array of nautical terms and expressions.

Despite these variations, speakers of different dialects can generally
understand each other, thanks to a common standard language.

The Role of Croatian in Society

Croatian plays a pivotal role in various aspects of society:

Education

Croatian is the medium of instruction in schools across the country. Students
learn the language from an early age, covering literature, grammar, and
writing. The emphasis on the Croatian language fosters a sense of national
identity and cultural heritage among young Croatians.

Media and Literature

The Croatian media landscape includes newspapers, television, and radio
broadcasts predominantly in Croatian. Additionally, the literary scene is
vibrant, featuring contemporary authors who explore themes of identity,
history, and social issues through their works. Croatian literature has
gained recognition internationally, contributing to the global understanding
of the culture.

Official Use and Administration

As the official language, Croatian is used in all government documents, legal
proceedings, and public services. This ensures that citizens can engage with
the state in their native language, reinforcing their rights and
accessibility to services.

Cultural Significance

The Croatian language is an essential part of the country’s cultural
identity. It reflects the historical struggles and triumphs of the Croatian
people and serves as a medium for expressing their unique traditions,
folklore, and customs. Events such as National Day of the Croatian Language,
celebrated on January 21, further promote awareness and appreciation of the
language.



Challenges and Preservation Efforts

Despite the strong position of the Croatian language, there are challenges to
its preservation:

1. Globalization: The influence of English as a global lingua franca poses a
challenge to the use of Croatian, especially among the younger generations.
2. Emigration: Many Croatians have moved abroad for work, which can lead to a
decline in the use of the language within families.

3. Media Influence: The dominance of English-language media can overshadow
local content, leading to a decline in Croatian media consumption.

To counter these challenges, various initiatives aim to promote the Croatian
language:

- Language Education Programs: Enhancing language education at all levels to
ensure fluency and cultural connection.

- Cultural Events: Organizing festivals and events that celebrate Croatian
language and literature.

- Digital Resources: Developing online platforms and apps that encourage the
use of Croatian, especially among younger audiences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the official language of Croatia, Croatian, is not just a
means of communication but a vital aspect of the nation's identity and
culture. With its rich history, diverse dialects, and significant role in
education, media, and governance, Croatian continues to thrive. While
challenges remain, the commitment to preserving and promoting the language
ensures that it will endure for generations to come. Understanding and
appreciating the Croatian language is essential for anyone looking to engage
deeply with Croatian culture and society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Croatia?

The official language of Croatia is Croatian.

Are there any regional languages recognized in
Croatia?

Yes, some minority languages, such as Serbian, Hungarian, and Italian, are
recognized in regions where those communities are significant.



Is Croatian the only language spoken in Croatia?

No, while Croatian is the official language, many Croatians also speak
English, German, and Italian, especially in urban areas and tourist regions.

What language family does Croatian belong to?

Croatian belongs to the South Slavic branch of the Slavic language family.

Is Croatian written in the Latin or Cyrillic
alphabet?

Croatian is written in the Latin alphabet.

How many dialects are there in the Croatian
language?

There are three main dialects of Croatian: Shtokavian, Chakavian, and
Kajkavian.

What are some key features of the Croatian language?

Croatian has a rich system of inflection, a complex set of grammatical rules,
and a vocabulary influenced by Latin, Italian, German, and Turkish.

Is Croatian language learning popular among
foreigners?

Yes, Croatian language courses are becoming increasingly popular among
foreigners, especially those interested in tourism, culture, and business in
Croatia.
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Discover what the official language of Croatia is and its significance. Learn more about Croatian
culture and language in our comprehensive guide!
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