
Whatever Happened To Penny Candy Study
Guide

Whatever Happened to Penny Candy Study Guide is an insightful resource for
readers looking to delve into the themes, characters, and broader
implications of the book "Whatever Happened to Penny Candy?" by Richard J.
Maybury. This book serves as a primer on economics, the history of money, and
the implications of government policy on monetary systems. In this article,
we will explore the key elements of this study guide, breaking down its
contents and discussing the significance of the ideas presented in the book.

Overview of the Book

"Whatever Happened to Penny Candy?" is a concise yet powerful introduction to
economic principles, particularly aimed at younger audiences. Richard J.
Maybury uses simple language and relatable analogies to explain complex
economic concepts, making it accessible to readers of all ages. The book is
structured in a dialogue format, which engages the reader and encourages
critical thinking.

Key Themes

1. Inflation: One of the primary themes of the book is the concept of
inflation. Maybury illustrates how inflation affects the purchasing power of
money over time. The title itself references penny candy, which once cost
only a penny, highlighting the drastic changes in prices due to inflation.

2. Government Policies: The author discusses the role of government in
economic systems, particularly how government actions can lead to unintended
consequences. For instance, policies aimed at controlling inflation may
exacerbate the problem instead.



3. The Importance of Sound Money: Maybury emphasizes the need for sound
monetary policy and the detrimental effects of fiat currency. He argues for a
return to gold and silver standards, which historically have provided more
stability than paper currency.

4. Economic Freedom: Another vital theme is the value of economic freedom.
Maybury posits that a free market is essential for prosperity and innovation.
He contrasts free-market principles with those of socialism and central
planning.

Study Guide Structure

The Whatever Happened to Penny Candy Study Guide is organized to facilitate
comprehension and engagement with the book’s material. It includes several
components designed to enhance the learning experience.

Chapter Summaries

The study guide provides brief summaries of each chapter, highlighting the
key points and concepts presented by Maybury. This section is particularly
useful for readers who want to quickly recall the main ideas without
rereading the entire book.

Discussion Questions

To encourage deeper reflection and analysis, the study guide includes a
series of discussion questions. These questions prompt readers to consider
the implications of economic theories and how they relate to real-world
scenarios. Examples of discussion questions include:

- How does inflation impact your daily life?
- In what ways can government policies unintentionally harm the economy?
- What are the advantages and disadvantages of a gold standard compared to a
fiat currency?

Key Vocabulary Terms

Understanding the terminology used in economic discussions is crucial. The
study guide includes a glossary of key vocabulary terms that Maybury uses
throughout the book. Some of these terms include:

- Inflation: The rate at which the general level of prices for goods and
services rises, eroding purchasing power.
- Fiat Currency: Money that has no intrinsic value and is not backed by a
physical commodity but is deemed valuable by government order.
- Supply and Demand: A fundamental economic model that describes the
relationship between the quantity of a commodity available and the desire for
that commodity.



Practical Applications

The principles discussed in "Whatever Happened to Penny Candy?" are not just
theoretical; they have real-world applications that can help individuals make
informed decisions in their personal and professional lives.

Financial Literacy

Understanding economics is crucial for financial literacy. The concepts
covered in Maybury’s book can help individuals make better choices regarding
saving, investing, and spending. For example:

- Recognizing the effects of inflation can encourage individuals to invest in
assets that appreciate over time, such as real estate or stocks.
- Understanding government policies can inform decisions related to taxes,
retirement plans, and economic participation.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

The study guide encourages readers to think critically about economic issues.
By engaging with the discussion questions and considering real-world
examples, individuals can develop their analytical skills. This critical
thinking is vital not only in economics but in various aspects of life,
including politics and social issues.

Conclusion

The Whatever Happened to Penny Candy Study Guide serves as an invaluable tool
for readers seeking to understand the economic concepts presented in Richard
J. Maybury’s book. By breaking down complex themes, providing summaries, and
encouraging discussion, the guide enhances the reader's comprehension and
application of the material.

As the world continues to grapple with economic challenges, understanding the
principles of economics has never been more critical. The insights provided
by Maybury and the accompanying study guide can empower readers to navigate
the complexities of modern financial systems with greater confidence and
understanding.

In conclusion, whether you are a student, educator, or just a curious reader,
utilizing the Whatever Happened to Penny Candy Study Guide can deepen your
understanding of economics and its relevance in everyday life. The clear,
engaging explanations and thought-provoking questions make it a perfect
companion to Maybury’s enlightening work.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Whatever Happened to Penny Candy' about?
'Whatever Happened to Penny Candy' is a book by Richard J. Maybury that
explains economic concepts in simple terms, often using historical anecdotes
and relatable examples to illustrate how money and the economy work.

Who is the intended audience for 'Whatever Happened
to Penny Candy'?
The book is primarily aimed at younger readers, including middle and high
school students, but it is also accessible to adults interested in learning
the basics of economics.

What are some key economic concepts covered in the
study guide?
Key concepts include inflation, supply and demand, the role of government in
the economy, the function of money, and the importance of individual choices
in economic decision-making.

How does the author use anecdotes in 'Whatever
Happened to Penny Candy'?
Richard J. Maybury uses anecdotes from history and everyday life to make
complex economic principles relatable and easier to understand for readers.

Is 'Whatever Happened to Penny Candy' suitable for
classroom use?
Yes, the book is often used in classrooms to teach students about economics
in an engaging way, and it includes discussion questions and activities that
can enhance learning.

What makes 'Whatever Happened to Penny Candy'
different from traditional economics textbooks?
Unlike traditional textbooks, 'Whatever Happened to Penny Candy' simplifies
economic concepts by using storytelling and analogies, making the material
more accessible and enjoyable for readers.

Are there any companion materials available for
'Whatever Happened to Penny Candy'?
Yes, there are study guides and teacher resources available that provide
additional questions, activities, and lesson plans to enhance the reading
experience.

What is the significance of the title 'Whatever
Happened to Penny Candy'?
The title refers to the concept of inflation and how the purchasing power of
money changes over time, as penny candy symbolizes the past value of money
and the effects of economic changes.



Can 'Whatever Happened to Penny Candy' be used for
self-study?
Absolutely! The book is written in a conversational style, making it suitable
for self-study, and readers can utilize the included questions to test their
understanding of the material.
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