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What do | need for CPC exam preparation is a question that many aspiring medical coders ask as they
embark on their journey to earning their Certified Professional Coder (CPC) credential. The CPC
exam, administered by the American Academy of Professional Coders (AAPC), is a crucial step for
those looking to establish a successful career in medical coding. This article will guide you through the
essential requirements, study materials, and preparation strategies needed to successfully pass the

CPC exam.



Understanding the CPC Exam

The CPC exam is designed to assess a candidate's knowledge and skills in medical coding. It tests
your ability to accurately code medical procedures and diagnoses using the Current Procedural
Terminology (CPT), International Classification of Diseases (ICD), and Healthcare Common Procedure

Coding System (HCPCS).

Exam Format and Structure

Before diving into the preparations, it's important to understand the format of the CPC exam:

- Number of Questions: The exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions.

- Time Limit: Candidates have 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete the exam.

- Passing Score: A minimum score of 70% is required to pass.

- Topics Covered: Questions are divided into sections covering various coding guidelines, medical

terminology, and compliance issues.

Prerequisites for Taking the CPC Exam

Before registering for the CPC exam, there are a few prerequisites you should consider:

- Coding Experience: AAPC recommends that candidates have at least two years of coding experience
before taking the exam. However, individuals who have completed a formal medical coding training
program may be eligible to take the exam without prior experience.

- Education: While a high school diploma is the minimum requirement, many candidates benefit from

completing a medical coding program.



Materials Needed for CPC Exam Preparation

To ensure successful preparation for the CPC exam, you will need certain materials and resources.

Here’s a comprehensive list:

1. Study Guides and Textbooks

Investing in quality study materials is crucial. Consider the following:

- CPT Professional Edition: This is essential for coding procedures accurately. Ensure you have the
latest edition.

- ICD-10-CM Codebook: This book is vital for diagnosis coding and should also be the most current
edition.

- HCPCS Level Il Codebook: For billing and coding of outpatient services, this resource is necessary.

2. AAPC CPC Study Guide

The AAPC offers a CPC study guide that aligns with the exam's content. This guide provides an

overview of the topics covered and includes practice questions.

3. Online Courses and Classes

Consider enrolling in an online course or attending a boot camp that focuses on CPC exam
preparation. Many institutions offer structured courses that cover key topics and provide practice

exams.



4. Practice Exams

Utilizing practice exams is one of the best ways to prepare. These simulate the actual exam

experience and help you identify areas needing improvement.

5. Flashcards

Creating or purchasing flashcards can aid in memorizing important codes and terms. They are

effective for quick reviews and can be taken on the go.

Creating a Study Plan

Having the right materials is essential, but a structured study plan is equally important for effective

preparation. Here are steps to create a successful study plan:

1. Assess Your Current Knowledge

Before diving into your studies, evaluate your current understanding of medical coding. Identify areas

where you feel confident and those that require more focus.

2. Set a Study Schedule

Devise a study schedule that outlines what topics you’ll cover each week. Aim for consistency,

dedicating specific hours each day for study.



3. Break Down Topics

Divide the exam content into manageable sections. Focus on one section at a time to avoid feeling

overwhelmed.

4. Join a Study Group

Consider joining a study group or online forum. Engaging with peers can provide motivation and allow

for knowledge sharing.

5. Regularly Review Material

Schedule regular review sessions to revisit previously studied material. This will reinforce your learning

and improve retention.

Exam Day Preparation

As you approach your exam date, it's crucial to prepare for the actual day. Here are some tips to help

you succeed:

1. Know the Exam Location

Familiarize yourself with the exam location. Plan to arrive early to avoid any last-minute stress.



2. Bring Necessary Materials

On exam day, ensure you have the following:

- Photo ID: A valid form of identification is required.
- Coding Books: Bring your CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS codebooks. Make sure they are the latest
editions.

- Highlighters and Pencils: These can be helpful for marking important sections.

3. Stay Calm and Focused

On the day of the exam, practice relaxation techniques. Ensure you get a good night’s sleep before

the test and eat a healthy breakfast to maintain your energy levels.

Final Thoughts

In conclusion, knowing what do | need for CPC exam preparation is vital to your success as a medical
coder. By gathering the right study materials, creating a structured study plan, and preparing for the
exam day, you increase your chances of passing the CPC exam on your first attempt. Remember,
consistency and determination are key. With thorough preparation and a positive mindset, you can

achieve your goal of becoming a Certified Professional Coder.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the CPC exam?

The CPC (Certified Professional Coder) exam is a certification test that assesses a candidate's

knowledge and skills in medical coding, specifically for outpatient settings.

What are the prerequisites for taking the CPC exam?

There are no formal prerequisites to take the CPC exam, but it is recommended that candidates have

a basic understanding of medical terminology, anatomy, and coding principles.

How much does it cost to register for the CPC exam?

The registration fee for the CPC exam is typically around $400 for members of the AAPC and $500 for

non-members, though prices may vary.

What materials do | need to prepare for the CPC exam?

Candidates should have the latest edition of the CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS Level Il coding books,

as well as a calculator and scratch paper for the exam.

How long is the CPC exam?

The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions and has a time limit of 5 hours and 40

minutes.

What topics are covered in the CPC exam?

The CPC exam covers topics such as medical coding guidelines, terminology, anatomy, CPT coding,

ICD-10 coding, HCPCS Level Il coding, and compliance.

Can | take the CPC exam online?

Yes, the CPC exam can be taken online through a remote proctoring service, allowing candidates to

take the exam from home or another secure location.



What is the passing score for the CPC exam?

The passing score for the CPC exam is 70%, meaning candidates must correctly answer at least 105

of the 150 questions.

How often do | need to renew my CPC certification?

CPC certification must be renewed every two years, and certified coders are required to complete 36

continuing education units (CEUs) during that time.

Are there any study resources available for the CPC exam?

Yes, there are numerous study resources available, including AAPC's official study guides, online

courses, practice exams, and study groups.
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