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What is the Gospel by Greg Gilbert is a thought-provoking and deeply insightful examination of
the core message of Christianity. In this book, Gilbert seeks to unpack the essence of the gospel,
which is often misunderstood or oversimplified in contemporary discussions. By delving into the
biblical narrative and the implications of Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, Gilbert aims to
clarify what it means to be a Christian and how the gospel can transform lives. The book serves as a
valuable resource for both believers and those seeking to understand the Christian faith more
thoroughly.

Understanding the Gospel

Definition of the Gospel

At its core, the gospel refers to the "good news" of Jesus Christ. It encompasses the message of
salvation offered through His life, sacrificial death, and victorious resurrection. Gilbert emphasizes
that the gospel is not merely a set of moral teachings or guidelines for living but rather a historical
event that has profound implications for humanity.

The Structure of the Gospel

Gilbert breaks down the gospel into four key components:

1. God: The gospel begins with God, who is holy, loving, and just. He created the world and everything
in it, and His nature is the foundation of the gospel message.

2. Man: Humanity was created in the image of God but fell into sin, which resulted in separation from



God and the need for redemption. Gilbert explains that understanding the human condition is crucial
to grasping the necessity of the gospel.

3. Christ: Jesus Christ is the central figure in the gospel. His life, death, and resurrection are the
means by which reconciliation with God is made possible. Gilbert highlights the significance of Christ's
atoning sacrifice and His victory over sin and death.

4. Response: The gospel calls for a response from individuals. It is not enough to simply know the
gospel; one must accept it and live in light of its truth. This involves repentance from sin and faith in
Jesus Christ.

The Importance of the Gospel

Centrality in Christianity

Gilbert argues that the gospel is not just one aspect of Christianity but the very heart of it. It is the
foundation upon which all Christian beliefs and practices are built. Without a proper understanding of
the gospel, one cannot fully grasp the significance of other theological concepts, such as grace,
redemption, and eternal life.

Transformational Power

The gospel has the power to transform lives. Gilbert shares numerous testimonies of individuals
whose lives have been radically changed through their encounter with the gospel. This transformation
is not merely behavioral; it begins at the heart level, leading to a new identity in Christ and a desire to
live according to His will.

The Gospel and Community

The gospel also fosters community among believers. Gilbert emphasizes that the message of the
gospel is not meant to be kept private but shared within the context of the church. As Christians
gather to celebrate the gospel, they are encouraged to support one another in their faith journeys,
creating a community marked by love and accountability.

Misunderstandings About the Gospel

The Prosperity Gospel

One of the significant misunderstandings Gilbert addresses is the prosperity gospel, which teaches
that faith in Christ will lead to material wealth and physical well-being. This view distorts the true
message of the gospel, which focuses on spiritual wealth and eternal life rather than earthly
possessions.

Moralism vs. the Gospel

Gilbert also points out the danger of moralism, where the gospel is reduced to a set of rules or ethical
behaviors. While living a moral life is important, it is not the essence of the gospel. True Christianity
recognizes that salvation comes through faith in Christ, not through human effort or adherence to a
moral code.

Cultural Adaptation



In today’s society, the gospel is often adapted to fit cultural norms or expectations. Gilbert cautions
against diluting the gospel message to make it more palatable to modern audiences. He stresses the
importance of presenting the unaltered gospel, even if it challenges cultural assumptions.

The Role of the Church in Proclaiming the Gospel

Commission to Share

The church is called to proclaim the gospel to the world. Gilbert refers to the Great Commission,
where Jesus instructed His followers to go and make disciples of all nations. This task is central to the
church's mission and should be the driving force behind its activities.

Equipping Believers

A vital aspect of the church’s role is equipping believers to understand and share the gospel
effectively. Gilbert encourages churches to provide resources, training, and opportunities for
members to grow in their understanding of the gospel and to engage in evangelism.

Living Out the Gospel

The church must not only proclaim the gospel with words but also demonstrate it through actions.
Gilbert underscores the importance of living out the gospel in daily life, showing love, grace, and
mercy to others as a reflection of Christ’s love for humanity.

Conclusion: Embracing the Gospel

In What is the Gospel, Greg Gilbert provides a compelling exploration of the Christian message that is
both accessible and profound. He invites readers to consider the implications of the gospel for their
lives, encouraging them to embrace its truth and share it with others. The gospel is not just a set of
beliefs but a transformative reality that impacts every aspect of life. As individuals and communities
live out the gospel, they become beacons of hope in a world in desperate need of good news.

In summary, Gilbert’s work serves as a reminder of the centrality of the gospel in Christianity, the
importance of understanding its true message, and the call to live it out authentically. By returning to
the essence of the gospel, believers can navigate the complexities of modern life with clarity and
purpose, rooted in the profound truth of Jesus Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main message of 'What is the Gospel?' by Greg
Gilbert?
The main message of 'What is the Gospel?' is to clarify the core elements of the Christian gospel,
emphasizing the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as the foundation of Christian faith.

How does Greg Gilbert define the Gospel in his book?
Greg Gilbert defines the Gospel as the good news that God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to live a perfect
life, die for our sins, and rise again, offering salvation to all who believe.



Why is 'What is the Gospel?' considered a crucial read for
Christians?
It's considered crucial because it provides a clear and concise explanation of the gospel, which is
essential for understanding Christian faith and sharing it with others.

Does Greg Gilbert address common misconceptions about the
Gospel?
Yes, Gilbert addresses several common misconceptions, clarifying what the Gospel is and what it is
not, helping readers grasp its true meaning.

What audience is Greg Gilbert targeting with his book?
Greg Gilbert targets both new and mature Christians, as well as those exploring Christianity, aiming to
equip them with a solid understanding of the Gospel.

What are some key themes explored in 'What is the Gospel?'
Key themes include the nature of God, the problem of sin, the significance of Jesus' sacrifice, and the
implications of the Gospel for believers' lives.

How does Gilbert emphasize the importance of evangelism in
his book?
Gilbert emphasizes that understanding the Gospel is vital for effective evangelism, encouraging
readers to confidently share their faith based on a solid grasp of its message.

What structure does Gilbert use to present the Gospel?
Gilbert uses a straightforward structure that breaks down the Gospel into four key components: God,
man, Christ, and response, making it easy for readers to understand.

Is 'What is the Gospel?' suitable for group study?
Yes, the book is suitable for group study, as it includes discussion questions and prompts that
encourage deeper exploration of the Gospel's message.

What impact has 'What is the Gospel?' had in Christian
circles?
The book has had a significant impact by clarifying the Gospel message for many and fostering a
renewed focus on its importance in both personal faith and church teaching.
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