What Is The Walk Two Moons About

WINNER OF THE NEWBERY MED

ONEEREE C H

G

Walk Two Moons is a poignant novel written by Sharon Creech that touches on
themes of love, loss, and identity. It follows the journey of a young girl
named Salamanca Tree Hiddle as she embarks on a road trip with her
grandparents to find her missing mother. Throughout her journey, Salamanca
shares the story of her friend Phoebe, whose life is filled with its own
complexities and challenges. The intertwining narratives offer rich insights
into the nature of family, the process of healing, and the importance of
understanding others' perspectives.

Summary of the Plot

The novel opens with Salamanca, a thirteen-year-old girl, who is sent to live



with her grandparents in Ohio. She is deeply affected by her mother's
departure and is on a mission to find her. The narrative alternates between
Salamanca's road trip with her grandparents and her recollections of Phoebe
Winterbottom, a friend from her previous home in Bybanks, Kentucky.

Salamanca’s Journey

1. Setting Out: Salamanca's grandparents plan a cross-country trip to
Arizona, where her mother has gone. Salamanca sees this as an opportunity to
search for her mother while spending time with her grandparents.

2. The Road Trip: During the trip, the family wvisits significant places, and
Salamanca learns more about her grandparents' history and their relationship.
The journey is both physical and emotional, allowing Salamanca to confront
her feelings about her mother's absence.

3. The Story of Phoebe: As Salamanca narrates her experiences with Phoebe,
the story unfolds through flashbacks. Phoebe, who is initially portrayed as a
spirited and somewhat dramatic character, faces her own family struggles when
her mother mysteriously disappears.

4. Intertwined Fates: The parallels between Salamanca’s search for her mother
and Phoebe’s struggles provide a deeper understanding of the themes of loss
and the quest for belonging.

Thematic Exploration

Walk Two Moons delves into various themes that resonate with readers of all
ages. Below are some of the prominent themes explored in the novel:

1. Loss and Grief: The novel poignantly captures the pain of losing a loved
one. Salamanca's journey is not just about finding her mother; it's about
coming to terms with the absence and the impact it has had on her life.

2. Identity and Self-Discovery: As Salamanca travels, she learns more about
herself and her family. The road trip symbolizes her journey toward
understanding her identity, shaped by her experiences and relationships.

3. Perspective and Empathy: The title itself, "Walk Two Moons," suggests the
importance of seeing the world from another person's perspective. Salamanca's
reflections on her experiences encourage readers to consider the complexities
of people's lives and the reasons behind their actions.

4. Family and Relationships: The novel emphasizes the significance of family
bonds, both biological and chosen. Salamanca’s relationship with her
grandparents and her reflections on her parents' marriage highlight the
complexities of family dynamics.

Character Analysis

The characters in Walk Two Moons are crafted with depth and nuance, allowing
readers to connect with their struggles and growth.



Salamanca Tree Hiddle

Salamanca is a strong, independent girl who grapples with profound emotions.
Throughout her journey, she evolves from a girl overwhelmed by her mother’s
absence to one who begins to understand the complexities of love and loss.
Her character embodies resilience and the quest for understanding, making her
relatable to many young readers.

Phoebe Winterbottom

Phoebe serves as a foil to Salamanca. She is spirited, passionate, and often
dramatic. Her story illustrates the impact of family secrets and the
importance of communication. As Phoebe faces her own challenges, readers see
how she, too, must learn to navigate her emotions and relationships.

Salamanca’s Grandparents

Salamanca’s grandparents provide a source of wisdom and stability throughout
the novel. They represent the themes of love and support, showing how family
can help one cope with loss. Their stories enrich Salamanca's understanding
of her own family's history and complexities.

Symbolism in the Novel

The novel is rich with symbols that enhance its themes and deepen the
reader's understanding.

1. The Journey: The road trip itself symbolizes the Jjourney of life. Each
stop along the way represents a lesson learned or a memory revisited,
contributing to Salamanca's growth.

2. Two Moons: The title refers to the idea of seeing the world from another's
perspective, encouraging readers to empathize with others' situations. This
motif recurs throughout the narrative as Salamanca learns about the
experiences of those around her.

3. Nature and the Environment: The descriptions of nature throughout the
novel serve as a backdrop for Salamanca's emotional Jjourney. The beauty and
harshness of the natural world reflect the complexities of her feelings and
experiences.

The Impact and Legacy of Walk Two Moons

Since its publication, Walk Two Moons has resonated with readers across
generations. Its exploration of universal themes such as loss, identity, and
empathy has made it a staple in middle school and young adult literature.

1. Awards and Recognition: The novel won the Newbery Medal in 1995, a
testament to its quality and impact in children's literature.



2. Educational Value: Teachers often use the novel in classrooms to discuss
themes of family, empathy, and personal growth. The dual narrative structure
prompts discussions about storytelling and perspective.

3. Cultural Relevance: The themes explored in Walk Two Moons remain relevant
today, as many children and adolescents grapple with issues of family
dynamics, loss, and self-discovery. The novel serves as a bridge for
conversations about these important topics.

Conclusion

Walk Two Moons is much more than just a story of a girl's quest to find her
mother. It is a rich tapestry of experiences that intertwine love, loss, and
the journey toward understanding oneself and others. Through Salamanca's
adventures and the poignant story of Phoebe, readers are invited to explore
the complexities of life, the importance of empathy, and the significance of
family. Sharon Creech's masterful storytelling ensures that Walk Two Moons
remains a timeless piece of literature that continues to resonate with
readers, encouraging them to walk two moons in another's shoes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Walk Two Moons'?

'Walk Two Moons' explores themes of loss, identity, and the journey of self-
discovery as the protagonist, Salamanca Tree Hiddle, seeks to understand her
mother's disappearance.

Who are the main characters in 'Walk Two Moons'?

The main characters include Salamanca Tree Hiddle, her grandparents, her
friend Phoebe Winterbottom, and Phoebe's mysterious family dynamics.

How does the narrative structure of 'Walk Two Moons'
enhance the story?

The narrative structure intertwines Salamanca's road trip with her
grandparents and her flashbacks to Phoebe's story, creating a rich tapestry
of intertwining lives and experiences that deepen the emotional impact.

What lessons does Salamanca learn throughout her
journey in 'Walk Two Moons'?

Salamanca learns about the complexities of love, the importance of
understanding different perspectives, and the necessity of letting go while
cherishing memories.

Why is the title 'Walk Two Moons' significant?

The title refers to the idea of walking in someone else's shoes to understand
their experiences, which is a central motif in the novel as Salamanca learns
to empathize with others, including her own family.
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This classic circuit climbs over moorland, dotted with reservoirs, before heading along the Greenock
Cut - a historic aqueduct which once kept the industries of Greenock supplied with ...

River Ness and Caledonian Canal circuit, Inverness
A walk around Inverness on the banks of the River Ness, the Caledonian Canal and the coast. It
makes an interesting walk whilst staying in the city, or as an easier option on a rainy day.

Cape Wrath Trail (Walkhighlands)

The Cape Wrath Trail is an unofficial, unmarked and magnificently wild long distance route from
Fort William to Cape Wrath in Scotland. Walkhighlands features a comprehensive guide to the ...

Kelvin Walkway: Glasgow to Milngavie - Walkhighlands
The Kelvin Walkway links the banks of the Clyde in Glasgow to Milngavie, providing a link between
the Clyde Walkway and city with the start of the West Highland Way. The route ...

Long Distance Walks in Scotland (Walkhighlands)
The official Walkhighlands guide to long distance walking routes in Scotland. Every route has a full
detailed description, mapping and downloadable GPS waypoints. Share your experiences on ...

Speyside Way (Walkhighlands)
Comprehensive free guide to walking the Speyside Way, with a complete description of every stage
of the route and full Ordnance Survey mapping.

Huntly, Alford and Inverurie - Walkhighlands
Huntly, Alford and Inverurie The historic district of Gordon contains some fine walking country. The
most popular routes are around and on Bennachie, a hill ridge that makes up in character ...

Steall Falls and the Nevis Gorge - Walkhighlands
One of the best short walks in Scotland, this route heads through the dramatic and beautiful Nevis
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