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When I Grow Up
by William Wise

When I grow up,
I'll be
A -:letectwe
With a skeleton key.

I could be a soldier
And a sailor too;
I'd like to be a keeper
At the public zoo.

I'll own a trumpet
%n].:llll play a tune;
: I'll ce ship
"'__-:":"..f".- Toexp {:ure € moon.
—_—

*
— I'll be a cowbo
.-_-;"""'_..- And live in the saddle;
I'll be a guide
With a canoe and a paddle.

I'd like to be the driver
On a diesel train;
And it must be fun
To run a building crane.

I'll live in a lighthouse
And guard the shore;
And [ know I'll want to be
A dozen things more.

For the more a boy lives
The more a learnsl think I'll be all of them

y taking turns.

When I Grow Up poem by William Wise is a beloved piece of children's
literature that captures the imagination of young minds. This poem, filled
with whimsical aspirations and dreams, resonates with readers of all ages.
Through vivid imagery and playful language, Wise invites us to explore the
boundless possibilities of childhood dreams and the joy of growing up. In
this article, we will delve into the themes, structure, and significance of
the "When I Grow Up" poem, as well as its impact on young readers and its
place in the literary world.



Understanding the Poem

"When I Grow Up" is a charming poem that presents various professions and
dreams that children often fantasize about. Each stanza introduces a
different character or occupation, showcasing the innocent and ambitious
nature of youth. The poem's lighthearted tone encourages children to think
about their future and the possibilities that await them.

Thematic Exploration

The poem explores several key themes, including:

e Imagination: The core of the poem lies in its imaginative representation

of what children wish to become. Each profession reflects a child's
desire to explore different facets of life.

e Aspirations: The poem encourages children to dream big and pursue their
passions, highlighting the importance of having aspirations at a young
age.

e Joy of Childhood: Wise captures the carefree spirit of childhood,

reminding readers of the joy and excitement that comes with dreaming
about the future.

Structure and Style

William Wise employs a simple yet effective structure in the "When I Grow Up"
poem. The poem is written in a rhythmic and rhyming style, making it easy for

children to read and remember.

Rhyme and Rhythm

The consistent rhyme scheme contributes to its musical quality, making it
enjoyable to read aloud. The rhythmic flow helps keep young readers engaged,
encouraging them to participate and even memorize the lines. This aspect of

the poem is vital in capturing the attention of children and fostering a love

for poetry.



Imagery and Language

Wise’'s use of vivid imagery allows readers to visualize the various
professions and dreams presented in the poem. Each stanza paints a picture,
enabling children to connect emotionally with the aspirations expressed. For
example, when a child imagines becoming a firefighter or a pilot, the imagery
evokes excitement and adventure, making the poem relatable and inspiring.

Impact on Young Readers

"When I Grow Up" has had a significant impact on young readers, helping to
shape their understanding of dreams and aspirations. The poem serves as a

tool for self-exploration, encouraging children to think critically about

their future and what they want to achieve.

Encouragement to Dream

One of the primary effects of the poem is its ability to inspire children to
dream. By presenting various professions, Wise motivates young readers to
think beyond their current circumstances and consider what they truly want to
be. This encouragement can lead to a greater sense of self-awareness and
ambition as they grow.

Facilitating Discussions

The poem also serves as a springboard for discussions between children and
adults. Parents and teachers can use it to engage children in conversations
about their interests, goals, and the importance of education in achieving
those dreams. This dialogue is essential in helping children articulate their
aspirations and understand the steps they need to take to fulfill them.

Literary Significance

William Wise's "When I Grow Up" holds a special place in children's
literature. Its simple yet profound message resonates with audiences, making
it a staple in classrooms and libraries.

Educational Value

The poem is often used in educational settings to teach children about



poetry, rhythm, and the power of words. Teachers leverage its engaging style
to introduce young students to literary concepts and foster a love for
reading and writing.

Lasting Appeal

The timeless quality of "When I Grow Up" ensures its relevance across
generations. Children continue to relate to the aspirations expressed in the
poem, making it a lasting piece of literature. Its ability to evoke nostalgia
in adults also contributes to its enduring popularity, as many recall their
own childhood dreams while reading it.

Conclusion

In summary, the When I Grow Up poem by William Wise is a delightful
exploration of childhood dreams and aspirations. Through its engaging
structure, vivid imagery, and rhythmic style, the poem captures the essence
of imagination and the joy of dreaming big. Its impact on young readers 1is
profound, serving as an inspiration for self-exploration and discussion about
their future goals. As a cherished piece of children's literature, "When I
Grow Up" continues to inspire generations, reminding us all of the wonders
that lie ahead as we grow and evolve. Whether read in a classroom or at home,
this poem encourages children to embrace their dreams and strive for their
aspirations, making it a timeless classic that will be appreciated for years
to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes of 'When I Grow Up' by
William Wise?

The main themes of 'When I Grow Up' include imagination, aspirations, and the
innocence of childhood dreams. The poem reflects on the various professions
and adventures children dream of pursuing in their future.

How does William Wise convey the perspective of a
child in the poem?

William Wise uses simple language, vivid imagery, and a playful tone to
capture the whimsical and hopeful perspective of a child. The childlike
curiosity and desire for adventure are central to the poem's voice.



What professions are mentioned in 'When I Grow Up'?

In 'When I Grow Up', various professions are mentioned, such as an astronaut,
a doctor, a teacher, and a superhero, showcasing the diverse dreams children
have for their future.

How does the structure of the poem contribute to its
overall message?

The poem features a rhythmic and repetitive structure that mirrors the way
children often express their dreams. This structure enhances the playful tone
and reinforces the idea of boundless possibilities in a child's imagination.

What literary devices are prominent in 'When I Grow
Up'?

Prominent literary devices in the poem include imagery, personification, and
repetition. These devices help create vivid pictures in the reader's mind and
emphasize the dreams and aspirations of children.

What is the significance of the title 'When I Grow
Up'?

The title 'When I Grow Up' signifies the transition from childhood to
adulthood and encapsulates the universal theme of dreaming about the future.
It invites readers to reflect on their own childhood aspirations.

How does 'When I Grow Up' reflect societal values
regarding career aspirations?

The poem reflects societal values by highlighting a variety of careers that
are often admired or deemed important, such as doctors and teachers, while
also including imaginative roles like superheroes, emphasizing the balance
between reality and dreams.

In what ways does the poem encourage creativity in
children?

The poem encourages creativity by celebrating the limitless possibilities of
what children can become. It validates their dreams and inspires them to
think imaginatively about their futures.

What impact does 'When I Grow Up' have on adult
readers?

For adult readers, 'When I Grow Up' can evoke nostalgia, prompting them to
reflect on their own childhood dreams and the ways in which those dreams have
evolved or changed over time.
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De 4 stappen in het coachend gesprek: GROW - HR Praktijk
Oct 14, 2016 - Het GROW-model is een vragenserie in vier eenvoudige stappen. Het model helpt een
coachinggesprek op een efficiénte en gestructureerde ...

Mein erster Grow, 60x60cm; Ziel: 100 Gramm mit 3 Pflanzen und ...
Oct 27, 2024 - Hi, das ist mein erster Grow und ich habe direkt ein ambitioniertes Ziel! Das Thema
ist: Wie ich mit 3 Pflanzen auf genau 100 Gramm kommen will um ...

Pflanze lasst Blatter hdngen - Grow-Probleme - Forum | Cann...
Mar 20, 2021 - Moin meine Pflanzen lasst die Blatter hangen und sie sehen komisch aus.
Problembeschreibung : wie oben geschrieben lasst sie komischer weise ...

Autoflower grofSe / runterbinden/ hdngende blatter - Grow-Proble...
Mar 24, 2024 - Grow Location: Indoor Stadium der Pflanze: Blite Wo an der Pflanze: Obere Blatter
Problem-Beschreibung Hey gemeinde , ich bin ...
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De 4 stappen in het coachend gesprek: GROW - HR Praktijk
Oct 14, 2016 - Het GROW-model is een vragenserie in vier eenvoudige stappen. Het model helpt een

coachinggesprek op een efficiénte en gestructureerde manier te laten verlopen.

Mein erster Grow, 60x60cm; Ziel: 100 Gramm mit 3 Pflanzen und ...

Oct 27, 2024 - Hi, das ist mein erster Grow und ich habe direkt ein ambitioniertes Ziel! Das Thema
ist: Wie ich mit 3 Pflanzen auf genau 100 Gramm kommen will um dann 50,01 Gramm Sach- und
Fachkundig mit Gleitcreme vermengt in der Biotonne zu entsorgen. Ich habe mich dazu entschieden
lieber 3 Pflanzen (Sorten) mit wenig Watt statt 2 mit mehr Watt zu ziehen. ...

Pflanze lasst Blatter hangen - Grow-Probleme - Forum

Mar 20, 2021 - Moin meine Pflanzen lasst die Blatter hangen und sie sehen komisch aus.
Problembeschreibung : wie oben geschrieben lasst sie komischer weise die Blatter hangen.
Automatic Tag: 30 Location:Indoor 80x80x180 Growmedium: biobizz allmix Dunger: bisher nur
wenig Biobizz Wachstumsdiinger Bewasserung: Leitungswasser gehe nach gewicht der ...

Autoflower grofSe / runterbinden/ hangende blatter - Grow ...
Mar 24, 2024 - Grow Location: Indoor Stadium der Pflanze: Blite Wo an der Pflanze: Obere Blatter

Problem-Beschreibung Hey gemeinde , ich bin neu und mochte euch meinen ersten indoor automatic
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grow vorstellen. Habe ein 80x80x160 growzelt komplettset mit 120w LED paneel giinstog
geschossen und wollte mit dem einsteiger equipment meine ersten Erfahrungen ...

Erster Grow, Informierter Anfanger, White Widow, Her mit den Tipps!

Apr 27, 2025 - Hallo liebe Growlegen, Ich bin vor kurzer Zeit auf eure schone Seite gestofSen und
habe mir um was von den Fehlern anderer zu lernen ein paar Anfanger Grows durchgelesen.
Deswegen hab ich richtig Lust bekommen meinen eigenen ersten Grow-Versuch mit euch zu teilen
und evtl. den ein oder anderen Senf von euch dazu gegeben zu bekommen. Daher ...

Wann wendet ihr Lollipopping an? - CannabisAnbauen.net

Feb 20, 2024 - Moin meine lieben, Ich habe jetzt schon oft zusammen mit Topping, meine pflanzen
gelollipoppt. Meist habe ich damit in der 3. Blutewoche angefangen. Die Meinungen spalten sich
wann man dies am besten macht. Mein nachster Grow werden 5x Cherry Mac Muffin von Growers
Choice. Ich hatte vor dieses mal zu Toppen, SOG und zu Lollipoppen. Habt ihr ...

Der ultimative Grow-Guide fiir Anfanger - CannabisAnbauen.net

Mar 14, 2020 - Phase 3: Grow-Grundlagen aneignen Hat man einmal das gesamte Grow-Equipment
zusammen, konnte man naturlich einfach sofort loslegen. Doch jedem Anfanger empfehlen wir
erstmal sich einen kleinen Satz an Basiswissen anzueignen. Damit kann man bei moglichen
Problemen besser reagieren und der Pflanze auf die Sprunge helfen.

(Noch immer) CalMag-Mangel? - Grow-Probleme
Apr 10, 2024 - Grow Location: Indoor Stadium der Pflanze: VT11 (glaube ich) seit Keimung 22 Tage

Wo an der Pflanze: Obere Blatter Problem-Beschreibung Hallo liebe Community, meine kleine
Pflanze hat seit ca. eine Woche nachdem sie gekeimt ist Probleme mit gelben, aber nicht
vertrockneten Blattern, die anscheinend schon ohne ausreichend Chlorophyll aus dem ...

VGrow Smart Grow Box Meinungen und Erfahrungen

May 21, 2024 - Hallo Freunde des gepflegten Grows, ich habe vor ein paar Tagen die VGrow All-in-
One Smart Grow Box entdeckt und finde die Idee, Umsetzung und vor allem den Preis sehr
interessant. Ware super hier eure Einschatzung, evtl. auch schon Erfahrungen zu horen

:ca_cool joint: Auch Tipps zum baldigen Bezug in D ware hilfreich.

Explore "When I Grow Up" by William Wise and discover its themes of ambition and dreams. Dive
into this insightful poem today! Learn more now!
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