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What is The Giver about? This question often arises among readers who are delving into
Lois Lowry's acclaimed novel, which has become a staple in middle school curricula and
often sparks discussions about society, morality, and the human experience. Published in
1993, "The Giver" invites readers into a meticulously crafted dystopian world where
emotions, memories, and individuality have been sacrificed for the sake of societal stability.
In this article, we will explore the key themes, characters, and the overall message of "The
Giver," offering a comprehensive look at what makes this novel resonate with readers of all
ages.



Overview of The Giver

"The Giver" is set in a seemingly utopian society that has eliminated pain and suffering by
enforcing strict rules and uniformity. The story follows a young boy named Jonas, who lives
in a community that prioritizes sameness over individuality. As he approaches the age of
twelve, Jonas is selected to become the new Receiver of Memory, a prestigious role that
involves inheriting the collective memories of humanity from the current Receiver, known
as The Giver.

Key Themes in The Giver

Lois Lowry's "The Giver" is rich in themes that provoke thought and discussion. Here are
some of the most significant ones:

1. The Importance of Memory

Memory plays a crucial role in the novel. In Jonas's society, all memories of pain, joy, love,
and suffering are suppressed to maintain control and ensure a peaceful existence. The
Giver, as the keeper of these memories, understands that without the painful experiences
of the past, people cannot truly appreciate happiness or make meaningful choices.

2. The Value of Individuality

In Jonas's community, conformity is mandatory, and individuality is discouraged. The
importance of personal identity and self-expression becomes a central theme as Jonas
begins to experience emotions and memories that set him apart from his peers. This theme
raises questions about the cost of a society that prioritizes uniformity over individuality.

3. The Nature of Choice

The novel explores the concept of free will and the significance of choice. In Jonas's world,
choices are made for individuals to protect them from the burdens of decision-making.
However, as Jonas learns about the depth of human experience, he begins to understand
that the ability to choose is essential for true fulfillment and happiness.

Characters in The Giver

Understanding the characters in "The Giver" is essential to grasping the novel's deeper
meanings. Here are the primary characters:



e Jonas: The protagonist who is selected to become the new Receiver of Memory. His
journey of self-discovery and awakening drives the narrative.

e The Giver: The current Receiver of Memory who imparts knowledge and experience
to Jonas. He represents the burden of memory and the weight of knowledge.

e Asher: Jonas's best friend, who embodies the society's compliance and adherence to
rules. His carefree nature contrasts with Jonas's awakening.

e Fiona: A girl in Jonas's community with whom he shares a close bond. Her character
represents the innocence of youth and the potential for emotional depth.

e Jonas's Family: His parents and younger sister, Lily, represent the traditional family
structure in a controlled society. They provide insight into the community's values.

The Journey of Jonas

Jonas’s journey is one of awakening and discovery. Here is a breakdown of his
transformation throughout the novel:

1. Initial Acceptance: At the beginning of the story, Jonas is compliant and accepts the
rules of his community without question.

2. Receiving Memories: Through his training with The Giver, Jonas begins to
experience emotions and memories that reveal the richness of life beyond his
community's constraints.

3. Understanding Pain and Joy: As he learns about love, loss, and the spectrum of
human experience, Jonas grapples with the implications of his newfound knowledge.

4. Questioning Society: Jonas's understanding of the world leads him to question the
morality of his community's choices, particularly the suppression of emotions and
memories.

5. Making a Choice: Ultimately, Jonas must decide whether to accept the status quo or

take action to change his fate, culminating in a dramatic and thought-provoking
conclusion.

The Ending of The Giver

The ending of "The Giver" is both ambiguous and open to interpretation, sparking debates
among readers. After Jonas learns the truth about "release" (the euphemism for euthanasia



in his community), he makes a daring choice to escape the confines of his society. This act
symbolizes his rejection of a life devoid of choice and emotion.

As he flees, Jonas carries with him memories of love, warmth, and joy, but he also faces the
uncertainty of the outside world. The novel concludes with Jonas running through the snow,
unsure of what awaits him. The ending raises questions about the cost of freedom, the
power of memory, and whether Jonas will find a new home where he can embrace the full
spectrum of human experience.

Conclusion: What is The Giver About?

In summary, "The Giver" is a thought-provoking novel that challenges readers to consider
the implications of a society that sacrifices individuality, choice, and emotional depth for
the sake of stability and conformity. Through the eyes of Jonas, Lois Lowry invites us to
reflect on the importance of memory and the richness of human experience. The novel's
enduring relevance lies in its ability to spark discussions about the nature of freedom, the
value of emotions, and the ethical dilemmas that arise when society prioritizes safety over
the complexities of being human.

Whether you're a long-time fan of the book or a newcomer exploring its themes for the first
time, "The Giver" serves as a powerful reminder of the beauty and pain that coexist in our
lives, urging us to embrace both as essential components of the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Giver'?

The central theme of 'The Giver' is the exploration of individuality versus conformity,
examining how a controlled society sacrifices personal freedom and emotional depth for the
sake of stability and sameness.

Who is the main character in 'The Giver' and what is his
role?

The main character is Jonas, a young boy who is selected to be the Receiver of Memory in
his community, tasked with learning about the true nature of emotions, color, and
memories from The Giver, the current Receiver.

How does the society in 'The Giver' handle emotions
and memories?

The society in 'The Giver' suppresses emotions and memories to maintain control and
uniformity, using a process called 'Sameness' to eliminate pain and pleasure, which results
in a lack of true human experience.



What is the significance of colors in 'The Giver'?

Colors in 'The Giver' represent the richness of human experience and emotion, which have
been eliminated in Jonas's community. When Jonas begins to see colors, it symbolizes his
awakening to deeper feelings and the complexities of life.

What lesson does Jonas learn throughout his journey in
'The Giver'?

Throughout his journey, Jonas learns the importance of choice, love, and the full spectrum
of human emotions, ultimately realizing that a life without pain is also a life without true joy
and meaning.
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