
When Sinners Say I Do Study Guide

When Sinners Say I Do is a thought-provoking book by Dave Harvey that explores the complexities
and realities of marriage from a Christian perspective. In this study guide, we will delve into the key
themes of the book, discuss its main points, and provide insights and questions that can enhance
your understanding and application of its teachings. This guide is designed to facilitate group
discussions, personal reflection, or a deeper study of the book’s content.

Overview of the Book

"When Sinners Say I Do" addresses the often-overlooked truth that all individuals entering into
marriage are flawed and sinful. Harvey emphasizes that understanding both the grace of God and the
reality of sin is vital for a healthy and thriving marriage. The book is structured around the premise
that acknowledging our imperfections can lead to greater compassion, forgiveness, and love in our
relationships.



Key Themes

1. The Reality of Sin
Harvey begins by discussing the reality of sin in all relationships. He emphasizes that acknowledging
our shortcomings is crucial for any couple. This theme serves as the foundation for understanding
how to deal with conflict and disappointment in marriage.

2. The Role of Grace
Another significant theme in the book is grace. Harvey argues that just as we need grace from God,
we also need to extend grace to our spouses. He illustrates how marriage is a platform for practicing
grace in our everyday lives.

3. The Importance of Covenant
Marriage is presented as a covenant rather than a mere contract. Harvey explains that covenants are
built on commitment and faithfulness, which are essential for enduring partnerships.

4. Communication and Conflict Resolution
Effective communication is highlighted as a necessary skill for married couples. Harvey provides
practical advice on how to navigate disagreements and foster a healthy dialogue.

5. The Impact of the Gospel
The author connects the teachings of the Gospel to the dynamics of marriage. He emphasizes that
embracing the Gospel enables couples to love unconditionally, forgive genuinely, and serve selflessly.

Chapter Summaries

For a more in-depth understanding, here are summaries of key chapters that encapsulate the essence
of Harvey’s teachings:

Chapter 1: A Marriage of Sinners

In the opening chapter, Harvey introduces the idea that every married couple consists of two sinners.
He encourages readers to approach their marriage with humility and an understanding that conflicts
will arise. He stresses the importance of recognizing sin not as a deterrent to love but as an
opportunity for growth and deeper intimacy.

Chapter 2: The Grace of God

This chapter focuses on the transformative power of God’s grace in marriage. Harvey shares personal
anecdotes and biblical examples to illustrate how grace can heal and restore relationships. He argues
that when couples rely on God’s grace, they can face challenges with hope instead of despair.



Chapter 3: The Meaning of Covenant

Harvey defines marriage as a covenant relationship ordained by God. He contrasts this with modern
views of marriage that often treat it as a contract that can be easily dissolved. He emphasizes the
permanence of a covenant and the commitment required to maintain it, urging couples to view their
vows seriously.

Chapter 4: Communication Matters

In this chapter, Harvey provides practical advice on effective communication. He discusses the
importance of listening and understanding one another’s perspectives. He also outlines strategies for
resolving conflicts without escalating tensions.

Chapter 5: The Gospel and Marriage

Harvey concludes the book by tying the core principles of the Gospel to the practice of marriage. He
encourages couples to reflect on how their relationship can reflect Christ’s love for the church. He
offers insights on how serving one another can lead to a richer marital experience.

Discussion Questions

To facilitate group discussions or personal reflection, consider the following questions based on the
themes and chapters of "When Sinners Say I Do":

1. Understanding Sin
- How does recognizing your own sinfulness change the way you approach conflicts in your marriage?
- Can you share an experience where acknowledging sin led to healing in your relationship?

2. Embracing Grace
- In what ways can you actively practice grace with your spouse?
- How does the concept of grace alter your expectations of your partner?

3. Covenant vs. Contract
- What does the idea of a covenant mean to you personally?
- How can understanding marriage as a covenant strengthen your commitment?

4. Communication Skills
- What communication strategies have you found effective in resolving disagreements?
- How can you improve your listening skills to better understand your spouse’s needs?

5. Living the Gospel
- How can your marriage reflect the love of Christ in practical ways?
- In what ways can serving your spouse lead to a deeper connection?



Practical Applications

To further enhance your insights from the book, consider implementing the following practical
applications:

- Daily Check-ins: Set aside time each day to check in with each other. Discuss any challenges you
faced and celebrate your successes together.
- Scripture Reading: Choose a Bible passage related to marriage, grace, or forgiveness to read
together each week. Reflect on its implications for your relationship.
- Conflict Resolution Plan: Develop a strategy for resolving conflicts that includes prayer, active
listening, and seeking to understand each other’s viewpoints.
- Serve Each Other: Find small ways to serve your spouse daily. This could be as simple as making
coffee in the morning or taking on chores that they typically handle.

Conclusion

"When Sinners Say I Do" serves as a valuable resource for couples seeking to build a strong, Christ-
centered marriage. By recognizing the reality of sin, embracing grace, understanding the covenant
nature of marriage, and improving communication, couples can cultivate a deeper love and
connection. As you engage with this study guide, may you find the wisdom and encouragement
needed to navigate the challenges of marriage and foster a lasting partnership grounded in faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'When Sinners Say I Do'?
The main theme of 'When Sinners Say I Do' is the understanding of marriage as a covenant
relationship grounded in the gospel, exploring how God's grace impacts married life.

Who is the author of 'When Sinners Say I Do'?
The book is authored by Dave Harvey.

How does the book address the concept of sin in marriage?
The book discusses how acknowledging sin in marriage can lead to greater grace and understanding
between spouses, emphasizing the need for forgiveness and humility.

What practical advice does 'When Sinners Say I Do' offer to
couples?
The book offers practical advice on communication, conflict resolution, and building a strong
foundation in Christ for a lasting marriage.



Is 'When Sinners Say I Do' suitable for pre-marital counseling?
Yes, the book is often used in pre-marital counseling due to its focus on the biblical understanding of
marriage and the importance of grace.

What role does the gospel play in the teachings of 'When
Sinners Say I Do'?
The gospel serves as the foundation for the teachings in the book, illustrating how Christ's love and
forgiveness should reflect in a couple's relationship.

How does the author suggest couples handle conflict?
The author suggests that couples approach conflict with a spirit of humility, seeking to understand
each other's perspectives and relying on God's grace for resolution.

Can 'When Sinners Say I Do' be beneficial for married couples
as well?
Yes, the book is beneficial for both pre-marital and married couples, providing insights into
maintaining a healthy, grace-filled marriage.

What are some key takeaways from 'When Sinners Say I Do'?
Key takeaways include the significance of grace in marriage, the importance of mutual forgiveness,
and the need for couples to rely on their faith to navigate challenges together.
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