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When was The Giver written is a question that often arises among readers,
educators, and literary enthusiasts. The Giver, a seminal work by Lois Lowry,
has captivated audiences since its publication, provoking thoughtful
discussions about society, memory, and the essence of humanity. Understanding
the timeline of this influential novel not only enhances our appreciation of
its themes but also provides insight into the historical context in which it
was created. In this article, we will explore when The Giver was written, the
circumstances surrounding its publication, and its lasting impact on
literature and society.

Background of The Giver

Before delving into the details of its writing and publication, it is
essential to understand the premise of The Giver. The story is set in a
dystopian society that has eradicated pain and suffering by enforcing strict
rules and suppressing emotions. The protagonist, Jonas, is selected to
inherit the memories of humanity's past, which introduces him to the
complexities of life that his community has chosen to ignore.



The Author: Lois Lowry

Lois Lowry, born on March 20, 1937, in Honolulu, Hawaii, is an acclaimed
author known for her contributions to children's and young adult literature.
Her writing career began in the 1970s, and she has since published over 40
books, many of which have won prestigious awards. Lowry's experiences,
including her time living in various places and her reflections on personal
loss, have significantly influenced her storytelling.

When was The Giver written?

The Giver was written in the early 1990s, with the first edition published in
1993. The writing process for Lowry began a few years prior, during a period
of significant personal reflection and societal observation.

The Writing Process

Lois Lowry has often shared insights into her writing process, which involved
the following stages:

e Inspiration: Lowry's inspiration for The Giver stemmed from her
observations of the world, particularly the complexities of human
emotions and the consequences of a controlled society. She wanted to
explore themes of memory, individuality, and freedom.

e Drafting: The initial drafts of the novel were shaped by her experiences
and thoughts on the nature of reality. Lowry worked diligently to create
a narrative that was both engaging and thought-provoking.

e Editing: After completing her draft, Lowry went through multiple rounds
of editing to refine the characters and plot, ensuring that the story
resonated with readers while remaining poignant.

Publication and Reception

The Giver was published by Houghton Mifflin in 1993. Upon its release, the
novel received critical acclaim, winning several prestigious awards,
including the Newbery Medal in 1994. The book was praised for its unique
narrative style, depth of character, and exploration of complex themes.



The Historical Context of The Giver

To fully appreciate when The Giver was written, it is vital to consider the
historical context of the early 1990s. This period was marked by significant
global changes, including:

e The End of the Cold War: The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the
dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 had profound effects on global
politics and societal perceptions of freedom and control.

e Technological Advancements: The early 1990s saw the rise of the internet
and digital communication, which began to reshape how people interacted
and shared information.

e Social Movements: The decade witnessed various social movements

advocating for civil rights, environmental protection, and individual
freedoms, echoing the themes explored in Lowry's work.

These historical events influenced Lowry's perspective as she crafted The
Giver, allowing her to draw parallels between the fictional world she created
and the real world around her.

The Legacy of The Giver

Since its publication, The Giver has become a staple in educational curricula
and has sparked discussions about ethics, governance, and the importance of
memory and emotion in human life. Its impact can be seen in various ways:

Educational Use

Teachers and educators frequently use The Giver to:
e Engage students in discussions about dystopian societies and the
implications of a controlled environment.

e Encourage critical thinking about the value of emotions, memories, and
individuality.

e Explore literary themes such as loss, freedom, and the moral
complexities of societal rules.



Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The Giver has also been adapted into other media, solidifying its place in
popular culture:

e Film Adaptation: In 2014, a film adaptation of The Giver was released,
bringing the story to a new audience and reigniting interest in the
original novel.

e Thematic Exploration: The themes presented in The Giver continue to
resonate in contemporary discussions about technology, privacy, and the
balance between safety and freedom.

Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding when The Giver was written provides valuable
context for appreciating its themes and relevance. Written in the early
1990s, during a time of significant global change, Lois Lowry's novel
explores universal truths about humanity, memory, and the consequences of
choice. Its enduring legacy continues to inspire readers and provoke critical
discussions, securing its place as a classic in literature. As we reflect on
The Giver, we are reminded of the importance of our memories and the richness
of our human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was 'The Giver' first published?
The Giver was first published on April 26, 1993.

Who is the author of 'The Giver'?

The author of 'The Giver' is Lois Lowry.

What genre does 'The Giver' belong to?

'The Giver' is primarily classified as a dystopian novel.

Has 'The Giver' won any awards?
Yes, 'The Giver' won the 1994 Newbery Medal.



Is 'The Giver' part of a series?

Yes, 'The Giver' is the first book in a loose quartet, followed by 'Gathering
Blue', 'Messenger', and 'Son'.

What impact did 'The Giver' have on young adult
literature?

'The Giver' is credited with popularizing the dystopian genre in young adult
literature.

What themes are explored in 'The Giver'?

'The Giver' explores themes such as individuality, memory, and the importance
of emotions.
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