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WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS

WONDROUS LOVE

Amencan Folk Hymn
Music from William Walker's Scutfem Harnony
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What Wondrous Love Is This Sheet Music is a cherished piece that encapsulates the
profound emotions of love and sacrifice. This traditional American hymn, dating back to the
19th century, has resonated with countless individuals, both in spiritual and musical
contexts. Its poignant lyrics and haunting melody evoke a sense of wonder and reverence,
making it a favorite for worship services, concerts, and personal reflection. In this article,
we will explore the origins of the hymn, its musical structure, its significance in various
contexts, and practical tips for performing it.

Historical Background



Origins of the Hymn

"What Wondrous Love Is This" is rooted in the folk hymns of early America. It is believed to
have originated from the Southern United States, possibly in the early 19th century. The
hymn's lyrics are thought to be derived from a traditional hymn text, which was eventually
compiled into various hymnals. The earliest documentation of the hymn can be traced back
to the 1811 publication of "The Southern Harmony," a collection of shape-note music.

Evolution Over Time

As the hymn spread through various denominations and communities, it underwent several
adaptations. The text has remained largely intact, but different musical arrangements have
emerged. Notably, the hymn has been set to different melodies, with the most popular
version being attributed to William Walker, the compiler of "The Southern Harmony." This
version has become the standard in many congregations and musical performances.

Musical Structure

Melody and Harmony

"What Wondrous Love Is This" is characterized by its hauntingly beautiful melody, typically
written in 3/4 time. The structure is simple yet profound, allowing for a deep emotional
connection with the lyrics. The hymn often features a minor key, which contributes to its
reflective quality.

- Key Signature: Commonly performed in the key of G major or E minor.

- Time Signature: 3/4, giving it a waltz-like feel.

- Form: The hymn typically follows a verse-chorus form, with verses that build upon the
central theme of love and sacrifice.

Lyrics Analysis

The lyrics of "What Wondrous Love Is This" express a deep sense of awe and gratitude for
the love of Christ. Each verse presents a different aspect of this love, culminating in a call
to worship. The refrain emphasizes the wonder of such love, making the hymn both a
personal reflection and a communal declaration.

1. Verse 1: Introduction to the theme of love.

2. Verse 2: Reflection on the sacrificial nature of this love.
3. Verse 3: Acknowledgment of redemption and salvation.
4. Refrain: A powerful expression of wonder and reverence.



Significance in Worship

Use in Religious Services

"What Wondrous Love Is This" is frequently included in Christian worship services,
particularly during Lent and Easter. Its themes of love, sacrifice, and redemption align
closely with the messages of these seasons. Churches of various denominations, including
Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian, incorporate this hymn into their liturgies.

- Lent: The hymn serves as a reflection on Christ's suffering and sacrifice.
- Easter: Celebrates the resurrection and the promise of eternal life.
- General Worship: Used in services focusing on themes of love and grace.

Musical Performances

Beyond the church setting, "What Wondrous Love Is This" has found its way into various
musical performances. It is often arranged for choirs, soloists, and instrumental ensembles.
The hymn's universal appeal has led to its inclusion in concerts, festivals, and community
events.

- Choral Arrangements: Many composers have created rich choral settings, enhancing the
emotional depth of the hymn.

- Solo Performances: Vocalists often interpret the hymn in unique ways, adding personal
expression.

- Instrumental Versions: From piano to orchestral arrangements, the hymn's melody lends
itself beautifully to various instruments.

Learning and Performing the Hymn

Sheet Music Availability

Finding the sheet music for "What Wondrous Love Is This" is relatively straightforward, as it
is widely available in hymnals and online platforms. Many websites offer free or
purchasable sheet music in various arrangements, catering to different skill levels.

- Hymnals: Most Christian hymnals include this hymn, making it accessible for
congregational singing.

- Online Resources: Websites like Hymnary.org and MusicNotes feature downloadable sheet
music.

- Educational Resources: Music educators often include this hymn in their curriculum for
teaching harmony and melody.



Tips for Performing the Hymn

Whether you are preparing to sing or play "What Wondrous Love Is This," consider the
following tips to enhance your performance:

1. Understand the Lyrics: Familiarize yourself with the meaning behind the words to convey
the emotion effectively.

2. Practice Dynamics: Pay attention to the dynamics, allowing for soft introspective
moments and powerful crescendos.

3. Emotional Connection: Connect with the message of the hymn, allowing that connection
to influence your interpretation.

4. Vocal Techniques: For singers, focus on breath control and phrasing to deliver a smooth,
heartfelt performance.

5. Instrumental Arrangement: For instrumentalists, consider adding embellishments or
harmonies to enrich the sound.

Conclusion

"What Wondrous Love Is This Sheet Music" represents more than just notes on a page; it
embodies a timeless message of love, sacrifice, and hope. Its historical roots, emotional
depth, and versatility in performance make it a treasured piece in both religious and
secular contexts. Whether sung in a church, performed in a concert, or played as a personal
reflection, the hymn continues to inspire and uplift those who encounter its beauty. As we
explore and share this wondrous love through music, we are reminded of the profound
impact that a simple melody and heartfelt lyrics can have on our lives and the lives of
others.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'What Wondrous Love Is This' about?

'What Wondrous Love Is This' is a traditional American hymn that reflects on the themes of
love, sacrifice, and redemption, often associated with the Christian faith.

Who composed the music for ‘What Wondrous Love Is
This'?

The melody for 'What Wondrous Love Is This' is attributed to an early American folk tune,
with the text often credited to an anonymous hymn writer.

What key is 'What Wondrous Love Is This' typically
arranged in?

The hymn is commonly arranged in the key of G major, but it can also be found in other
keys depending on the arrangement.



Is there a specific time signature for 'What Wondrous
Love Is This' sheet music?

Yes, 'What Wondrous Love Is This' is usually written in 4/4 time signature, allowing for a
steady and flowing rhythm.

Where can | find sheet music for 'What Wondrous Love
Is This'?

Sheet music for 'What Wondrous Love Is This' can be found in hymnals, online music
retailers, and websites that specialize in public domain music.

Can 'What Wondrous Love Is This' be played on
different instruments?

Yes, 'What Wondrous Love Is This' can be arranged for various instruments, including piano,
guitar, and strings, making it versatile for different musical settings.

What are some popular arrangements of 'What
Wondrous Love Is This'?

Popular arrangements include choral settings, solo piano versions, and contemporary
interpretations by various artists, often found in church music collections.

How can | learn to play 'What Wondrous Love Is This'?

You can learn to play 'What Wondrous Love Is This' by obtaining sheet music, using online
tutorials, or taking lessons from a music teacher specializing in hymns.
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