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Where do you take the NMLS exam? If you are pursuing a career in the mortgage industry,
particularly as a mortgage loan originator (MLO), you will need to obtain a license. A significant step in
this process is passing the National Mortgage Licensing System (NMLS) exam. Knowing where to take
the NMLS exam is essential for aspiring MLOs. This article will guide you through the exam's location
options, the registration process, and additional considerations to help you prepare effectively.

Understanding the NMLS Exam

The NMLS exam is a crucial part of the licensing process for mortgage loan originators in the United
States. It assesses your knowledge of federal and state regulations, mortgage products, and ethical
lending practices. The exam is administered by the NMLS and covers a range of topics that are vital
for anyone entering the mortgage industry.

Types of NMLS Exams

There are two primary types of exams that you may need to take:

1. National Component Exam: This exam tests your knowledge of federal laws and regulations, as well
as general mortgage knowledge.

2. State Component Exam: This exam assesses your understanding of specific state laws and

regulations related to mortgage lending. Not all states require this exam, but if your state does, you
will need to pass it in addition to the National Component Exam.

Where to Take the NMLS Exam

You can take the NMLS exam at designated test centers and, in some cases, online. Here's a
breakdown of your options:



1. Approved Test Centers

The NMLS exam is primarily conducted at Pearson VUE test centers across the United States. Pearson
VUE is a global leader in computer-based testing, and they have numerous locations that are
authorized to administer the NMLS exam.

- Finding a Test Center:

- Visit the Pearson VUE website.

- Use the "Find a Test Center" feature.

- Enter your location to see the nearest available test centers.

2. Online Testing

Due to the growing demand for flexibility in testing options, NMLS has introduced an online testing
option. This allows candidates to take the exam from the comfort of their homes or any location that
meets the technical requirements.

- Requirements for Online Testing:

- A reliable computer with a webcam and microphone.
- A stable internet connection.

- A private environment free from interruptions.

To take the exam online, you must select this option during the registration process. Ensure that you
have all necessary equipment and a quiet space for taking the exam.

Registration Process for the NMLS Exam

Before you can take the NMLS exam, you need to complete a registration process. Here’s how to get
started:

1. Create an NMLS Account

- Visit the NMLS Resource Center.
- Click on “Create an Account” and fill in the required information.
- After creating an account, you will receive a unique NMLS ID.

2. Complete Pre-Licensure Education

Most states require candidates to complete a pre-licensure education course before taking the NMLS
exam. The typical requirement is 20 hours of education, which includes:

- 3 hours of federal law



- 3 hours of ethics
- 2 hours of non-traditional mortgage products
- 12 hours of elective courses

Ensure that the education provider is approved by the NMLS.

3. Schedule Your Exam

After completing your pre-licensure education, you can schedule your exam:
- Log in to your NMLS account.

- Select “Schedule an Exam” and choose your preferred testing method (in-person or online).
- Pick a test center or online testing option, and choose a date and time that works for you.

4. Pay the Exam Fee

There is a fee to take the NMLS exam, which varies by state and the type of exam you are taking.
Make sure to pay the fee during the scheduling process.

Preparing for the NMLS Exam

Preparation is key to passing the NMLS exam. Here are some tips to help you study effectively:

1. Use Study Materials

- Textbooks and Guides: Consider using textbooks specifically designed for NMLS exam preparation.
These often include practice questions and detailed explanations of key concepts.

- Online Courses: Enroll in online courses or webinars that focus on the topics covered in the NMLS
exam.

2. Practice Exams

Taking practice exams is one of the most effective ways to prepare. Practice tests will familiarise you
with the exam format and the types of questions you may encounter.

- Resources for Practice Exams:
- NMLS-approved education providers often offer practice tests.
- Online platforms and study groups can also provide access to practice questions.



3. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance your understanding of complex topics. Consider joining a study
group where you can discuss questions, share resources, and support each other in preparing for the
exam.

4. Review State-Specific Laws

If your state requires a State Component Exam, be sure to review the specific laws and regulations
that apply in your state. This information can typically be found on your state’s regulatory agency
website.

What to Expect on Exam Day

On the day of the exam, it's important to be well-prepared and arrive early. Here’s what you should
anticipate:

1. Identification Requirements

You must bring valid identification to the test center. Typically, this includes:

- A government-issued photo ID (such as a driver’s license or passport)
- Any other documents specified by the test center

2. Exam Format

- The NMLS exam consists of multiple-choice questions.
- You will have a set amount of time to complete the exam, usually around 190 minutes for the
National Component Exam.

3. Results and Next Steps

After completing the exam, you will receive your results immediately. If you pass, you will receive
instructions on how to apply for your mortgage loan originator license. If you do not pass, you will be
given information on how to retake the exam.

Conclusion



Knowing where to take the NMLS exam is a vital aspect of your journey to becoming a licensed
mortgage loan originator. By understanding the testing options, registration process, and preparation
strategies, you can approach the exam with confidence. Whether you choose to take the exam at an
approved test center or opt for the convenience of online testing, thorough preparation will be key to
your success. Good luck as you embark on this important step in your career!

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find a location to take the NMLS exam?

You can take the NMLS exam at Pearson VUE test centers located throughout the United States. You
can find a nearby center by visiting the Pearson VUE website and using their location search tool.

Do | need to schedule an appointment to take the NMLS
exam?

Yes, you need to schedule an appointment to take the NMLS exam. You can do this through the
Pearson VUE website after registering for the exam.

Are there any specific requirements to take the NMLS exam?

Yes, to take the NMLS exam, you must complete a 20-hour pre-licensure education course and obtain
an NMLS ID. Additionally, you must be at least 18 years old and meet your state's requirements.

Can | take the NMLS exam online?

No, the NMLS exam must be taken in person at a Pearson VUE test center. However, some states may
offer remote proctoring options due to exceptional circumstances, so check with your state regulator
for details.

What identification do | need to bring to the NMLS exam?

You must bring a valid government-issued photo ID, such as a driver's license or passport, along with
your NMLS ID confirmation email to the exam center.

How do | prepare for the NMLS exam before taking it?

You can prepare for the NMLS exam by reviewing the NMLS test content outline, studying relevant
materials, and taking practice exams. Many education providers also offer exam prep courses
specifically designed for the NMLS exam.
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