Where Does Cashmere Come From

Where does cashmere come from? This luxurious fabric is celebrated for its softness, warmth,
and lightweight feel, making it a sought-after material in the fashion industry. But what exactly is
cashmere, and where does it originate? In this article, we will explore the origins of cashmere, the
process of harvesting it, and the regions that produce this exquisite fiber.

Understanding Cashmere: The Fiber of Luxury

Cashmere is a type of wool that comes from specific breeds of goats, primarily the Cashmere or
Capra hircus species. The fibers are collected during the molting season, when the goats naturally
shed their winter coat. This fiber is prized for its exceptional qualities, including:

e Softness: Cashmere fibers are finer and softer than regular wool.

e Insulation: Cashmere provides excellent warmth while remaining lightweight.

e Durability: With proper care, cashmere garments can last for many years.

The distinct softness and warmth of cashmere make it a popular choice for sweaters, scarves, and
other garments, but its production is labor-intensive, contributing to its higher price point.



Where Does Cashmere Come From?

The primary source of cashmere comes from regions with harsh climates, particularly in Asia. The
most notable countries that produce cashmere include:

1. Mongolia

Mongolia is one of the world's largest producers of cashmere. The country’s extreme temperatures
and rugged terrain make it an ideal habitat for cashmere goats. The goats are raised by nomadic
herders, who depend on them for their livelihood. The cold climate encourages the goats to grow a
thick undercoat, which is the source of cashmere.

2. China

China is another significant player in the cashmere market, accounting for more than 70% of the
global supply. The Inner Mongolia region, in particular, is known for producing high-quality
cashmere. The Chinese cashmere industry is often criticized for its farming practices, but it remains
a vital source of this luxurious fiber.

3. Afghanistan

Afghanistan is also known for its cashmere production, particularly in the Badakhshan province.
Here, local farmers raise cashmere goats in the mountainous terrain, and the cashmere is often
hand-harvested, maintaining traditional practices.

4. Iran

Iran produces a smaller quantity of cashmere, yet the quality is highly regarded. The country’s
unique climate and terrain provide favorable conditions for raising cashmere goats. The northern
provinces, such as Khorasan, are known for their cashmere production.

5. India

In India, the cashmere industry primarily thrives in the Kashmir region. The name "cashmere" itself
is derived from this area. The goats are raised in the high altitudes of the Himalayas, where the
extreme weather conditions aid in the production of fine fibers.



The Process of Harvesting Cashmere

The process of obtaining cashmere is meticulous and labor-intensive. Here’s an overview of how
cashmere is harvested:

1. Shedding: Cashmere goats naturally shed their winter coat in the spring. Farmers comb the
goats to collect the loose fibers, which is known as "dehairing." This process is crucial as it
minimizes damage to the goats' skin.

2. Collection: The collected fibers are then sorted based on quality. Higher-quality fibers are
finer and softer, while coarser fibers may be used for different products.

3. Cleaning: The raw cashmere undergoes a cleaning process to remove dirt, grease, and other
impurities. This is often done by washing the fibers in water and using mild detergents.

4. Spinning: After cleaning, the fibers are spun into yarn. This process can be done by hand or
using machines, depending on the scale of production.

5. Weaving: The spun yarn is then woven into fabric, which can be used for various garments
and accessories.

The Importance of Sustainable Cashmere Production

As demand for cashmere has grown, concerns regarding sustainability and ethical practices have
also emerged. Overgrazing by cashmere goats can lead to land degradation and desertification,
particularly in regions like Mongolia. To address these issues, the following practices are being
encouraged:

e Ethical Farming: Promoting responsible herding practices that prioritize animal welfare and
environmental sustainability.

¢ Certification Programs: Supporting initiatives that certify cashmere as sustainably sourced,
ensuring that producers adhere to specific environmental and social standards.

e Consumer Awareness: Raising awareness among consumers about the importance of
purchasing sustainably sourced cashmere products.

Conclusion: The Journey of Cashmere from Goat to



Garment

In conclusion, understanding where does cashmere come from provides valuable insight into the
complexities of this luxurious fabric. From the harsh climates of Mongolia and China to the
meticulous process of harvesting and production, cashmere is more than just a material; it
represents a blend of tradition, culture, and craftsmanship.

As consumers, it is essential to make informed choices when purchasing cashmere products. By
supporting sustainable practices and ethical sourcing, we can ensure that the beauty and luxury of
cashmere continue for generations to come. Whether it's a cozy sweater or a delicate scarf, the
journey of cashmere from goat to garment is a testament to the rich heritage of this exquisite fiber.

Frequently Asked Questions

What animal does cashmere come from?

Cashmere is derived from the soft undercoat of cashmere goats, primarily found in regions such as
Mongolia, China, and India.

How is cashmere harvested from goats?

Cashmere is harvested during the molting season when goats naturally shed their undercoat. It is
collected by combing the goats instead of shearing to ensure the quality of the fibers.

Why is cashmere considered a luxury fiber?

Cashmere is considered a luxury fiber due to its softness, warmth, and lightweight properties, as
well as the labor-intensive process of harvesting and its limited availability.

What regions are known for producing the highest quality
cashmere?

The highest quality cashmere typically comes from the Himalayan regions of Mongolia, Nepal, and
Northern India, where the harsh climates contribute to the fineness of the fibers.

How does the price of cashmere compare to other wool fibers?

Cashmere is significantly more expensive than other wool fibers, such as sheep's wool, due to the
limited supply, extensive labor required for collection, and its unique properties.
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