
What Teachers Make Taylor Mali

What teachers make Taylor Mali is not just a rhetorical question; it is a profound reflection on the value of
educators and the impact they have on society. Taylor Mali, a passionate poet and educator, has captured the
essence of what it means to be a teacher in his powerful spoken word poem, “What Teachers Make.”
Through his words, Mali emphasizes the importance of teachers in shaping the future, and he highlights
the misconceptions surrounding the financial compensation of educators. In this article, we will explore the



themes of Mali's poem, the societal perceptions of teaching, and the realities of what teachers make in terms
of salary and impact.

The Essence of “What Teachers Make” by Taylor Mali

Taylor Mali's poem, “What Teachers Make,” is a passionate defense of the teaching profession. In it, he
responds to a question that many educators face: “What do you make?” Instead of providing a
straightforward answer about salary, Mali delves into the profound ways teachers influence their students'
lives.

Key Themes in Mali’s Poem

1. Value Beyond Salary:
- Mali emphasizes that the value of a teacher cannot be quantified solely in terms of money. He highlights
the emotional and intellectual investments that teachers make in their students' lives.

2. Impact on Society:
- The poem underscores how teachers shape the future by molding young minds. Mali argues that teachers
create citizens, leaders, and innovators.

3. Passion for Education:
- Mali’s fervent delivery conveys the passion that teachers possess for their work. This dedication often
goes unrecognized and underappreciated by society.

4. Challenge of Misconceptions:
- The poem addresses common misconceptions about the teaching profession, particularly regarding the
perceived lack of financial reward and respect.

The Financial Reality: What Teachers Make

While Mali’s poem focuses on the intangible aspects of teaching, it is also important to consider the financial
realities faced by educators. The average salary of teachers varies greatly across different regions and
educational levels.



Average Teacher Salaries

According to the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), the average salary for public school
teachers in the United States for the 2021-2022 school year was approximately $65,000. However, this
number can vary significantly based on numerous factors:

- Geographical Location:
- Teachers in urban areas often earn higher salaries compared to those in rural districts. States like New
York and California tend to offer higher compensation due to the cost of living.

- Level of Education:
- Teachers with advanced degrees or specialized certifications typically earn more than their counterparts
with only a bachelor’s degree.

- Years of Experience:
- Salaries generally increase with years of service, rewarding experienced teachers with higher pay.

- Type of School:
- Public, private, charter, and alternative schools may offer different salary scales, leading to disparities in
teacher compensation.

The Value of Teachers Beyond Salary

Teachers play a crucial role in society, and their contributions extend far beyond their paychecks.

Contributions to Student Development

Teachers influence various aspects of student development, including:

- Academic Achievement:
- They facilitate learning and help students attain academic goals.

- Social Skills:
- Teachers foster social interactions and help students develop teamwork and communication skills.

- Emotional Support:
- Many teachers provide emotional guidance to students, helping them navigate personal challenges.

- Critical Thinking:



- Educators encourage students to think critically and approach problems creatively, skills essential for
success in modern society.

Long-term Impact on Society

The influence of teachers reaches far beyond the classroom. They are instrumental in shaping future
generations. Here are some lasting impacts teachers have on society:

1. Creating Informed Citizens:
- Teachers play a vital role in educating students about civic responsibilities, encouraging them to
participate in democracy.

2. Inspiring Future Leaders:
- By instilling confidence and leadership skills, teachers help nurture the next generation of leaders in
various fields.

3. Promoting Lifelong Learning:
- Educators instill a love for learning that encourages students to pursue knowledge throughout their lives.

4. Addressing Social Issues:
- Teachers often take on roles that address social justice, equity, and inclusion, advocating for marginalized
communities.

The Societal Perception of Teaching: Challenges and
Opportunities

Despite the significant contributions of teachers, societal perceptions often fail to reflect their true value.

Common Misconceptions About Teachers

1. Teaching is a “Cushion” Job:
- Many people mistakenly believe teaching is an easy profession with long vacations and short working
hours.

2. Teachers are Underqualified:
- There is a stereotype that those who cannot succeed in other fields turn to teaching, which misrepresents
the dedication and expertise required to educate effectively.



3. Monetary Compensation Equals Value:
- The misconception that financial compensation directly correlates to a profession's value undermines the
critical role teachers play in society.

Opportunities for Change

To combat these misconceptions and elevate the teaching profession, several steps can be taken:

- Advocacy for Better Pay:
- Organizations and policymakers must advocate for higher salaries and better working conditions for
teachers.

- Promoting Teacher Stories:
- Sharing stories of teachers’ successes and challenges can help reshape public perception.

- Investing in Professional Development:
- Providing opportunities for ongoing professional growth can enhance teachers’ skills and job satisfaction.

Conclusion

What teachers make Taylor Mali is a reflection of the profound impact they have on individuals and
society as a whole. While the financial compensation for teachers may not always reflect their importance,
their contributions to the development of future generations and society cannot be overstated. As we work
to improve the perception and reality of the teaching profession, let us remember that teachers are not just
educators; they are the architects of our future. By valuing their work and supporting their growth, we
can ensure that teaching remains a respected and rewarding profession for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Taylor Mali and what is the significance of his poem 'What
Teachers Make'?
Taylor Mali is a poet and educator known for his spoken word performances. His poem 'What Teachers
Make' emphasizes the value and impact of teachers, highlighting their contributions to society beyond
monetary compensation.



What themes are explored in Taylor Mali's 'What Teachers Make'?
The poem explores themes of respect, the intrinsic rewards of teaching, and the societal undervaluation of
educators. It serves as a powerful defense of the teaching profession.

How has 'What Teachers Make' resonated with teachers and educators?
Many teachers have found Mali's poem empowering and validating, as it articulates their passion and
dedication to educating future generations, often in the face of societal challenges.

What is the main message of 'What Teachers Make'?
The main message is that the true worth of teachers cannot be measured by their salaries but rather by the
profound influence they have on their students' lives and futures.

Has 'What Teachers Make' been used in educational settings?
Yes, the poem is often used in educational contexts to inspire and motivate both teachers and students,
fostering discussions about the value of education and teaching.

What impact has Taylor Mali's performance style had on the popularity of
'What Teachers Make'?
Mali's dynamic spoken word performance style adds emotional depth to the poem, making it memorable
and impactful, which has helped it gain popularity in both educational and artistic communities.

Are there any notable quotes from 'What Teachers Make'?
Yes, one of the most notable quotes is Mali's assertion that teachers 'make a difference' and that their work
shapes the future, emphasizing the importance of education in society.
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