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When Stars Are Scattered is a poignant and beautifully illustrated graphic novel that tells
the story of two brothers, Omar and Hassan, navigating life in a refugee camp. This
remarkable book, written by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed, offers a deep insight
into the struggles and resilience of individuals fleeing conflict and seeking safety. Through
its captivating narrative and expressive artwork, "When Stars Are Scattered" evokes
empathy and understanding for those who find themselves in similar situations worldwide.

The Narrative Journey

"When Stars Are Scattered" is based on the real-life experiences of Omar Mohamed, who
shares his childhood memories of living in a refugee camp in Kenya after fleeing Somalia.
This narrative is not merely a recounting of events; it is a powerful exploration of hope,
family bonds, and the yearning for a better future.



Characters and Their Development

1. Omar: The protagonist, Omar, is a young boy who takes on the responsibility of caring for
his younger brother, Hassan, who has special needs. His character represents resilience
and maturity beyond his years, showcasing the emotional burden that comes with being a
caregiver.

2. Hassan: Omar's brother, Hassan, is depicted with warmth and innocence. His character
highlights the challenges faced by those with disabilities in difficult circumstances, and he
serves as a source of motivation for Omar to persevere.

3. Supporting Characters: The book introduces other residents of the refugee camp, each
with their unique stories and struggles. These characters enrich the narrative, providing a
broader context of the refugee experience.

Thematic Exploration

"When Stars Are Scattered" delves into several key themes that resonate deeply with
readers:

- Family and Responsibility: The bond between Omar and Hassan is central to the story.
Omar's dedication to his brother illustrates the power of familial love and the sacrifices
made for loved ones in challenging times.

- Hope and Dreams: Despite the harsh realities of life in a refugee camp, the story is
infused with hope. Omar often dreams of a brighter future, which is a universal aspiration
that transcends cultural barriers.

- Resilience in Adversity: The graphic novel beautifully captures the resilience of individuals
facing seemingly insurmountable odds. Omar's journey reflects the strength of the human
spirit and the pursuit of happiness even in dire circumstances.

Illustration and Artistic Style

The illustrations in "When Stars Are Scattered" are integral to the storytelling. Victoria
Jamieson’s artwork complements the narrative, using color and expression to convey
emotions effectively.

Visual Storytelling Techniques

1. Color Palette: The use of vibrant colors juxtaposed with muted tones reflects the
emotional highs and lows of the characters' experiences. Bright colors often represent hope
and joy, while darker shades signify struggle and despair.



2. Character Expressions: The characters' facial expressions are meticulously drawn,
allowing readers to connect emotionally with their experiences. Subtle changes in
expression help convey the complexities of their feelings.

3. Panel Layout: The layout of panels varies throughout the book, enhancing the pacing of
the story. Some pages feature large, sweeping images that capture the vastness of the
refugee camp, while others focus closely on the characters' interactions, emphasizing their
intimate moments.

The Importance of Representation

"When Stars Are Scattered" plays a crucial role in providing representation for marginalized
voices in literature. The book not only tells a unique story but also highlights the
experiences of Somali refugees, a group often underrepresented in mainstream media.

Cultural Insights

Through its narrative, the book offers insights into Somali culture, traditions, and the impact
of war on communities. Readers gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of the
refugee experience, moving beyond stereotypes and misconceptions.

Empathy and Awareness

By sharing Omar's story, the authors encourage readers to cultivate empathy and
awareness regarding the challenges faced by refugees. This representation fosters a sense
of connection and urges audiences to advocate for those in need.

Educational Value

"When Stars Are Scattered" is not just a story for entertainment; it serves as an educational
tool in various contexts.

In the Classroom

- Discussion Starter: The book can initiate conversations about refugees, immigration, and
global conflicts, allowing students to engage critically with real-world issues.

- Literacy Development: Graphic novels like this one are effective in promoting literacy,
especially among reluctant readers. The combination of visual and textual storytelling can
captivate diverse learning styles.



- Cultural Understanding: Teachers can use the book to explore themes of diversity,
inclusion, and the importance of understanding different cultures.

Community Engagement

- Book Clubs: "When Stars Are Scattered" is suitable for book clubs, providing a platform for
discussions about empathy, resilience, and the refugee experience.

- Advocacy Initiatives: The book can inspire community initiatives focused on supporting
refugees and immigrants, encouraging readers to take action in their local communities.

Conclusion

"When Stars Are Scattered" is an extraordinary graphic novel that combines storytelling
with artistry to shed light on the experiences of refugees. Through the eyes of Omar and
Hassan, readers are invited to reflect on themes of hope, family, and resilience. This book
not only entertains but also educates, fostering empathy and understanding in a world that
often feels divided.

In a time when stories of refugees are more important than ever, "When Stars Are
Scattered" stands out as a beacon of hope and a reminder of the strength of the human
spirit. It encourages readers to listen to the voices of those who have faced unimaginable
challenges and to recognize their shared humanity. As we turn the pages of this beautiful
book, we are reminded that even in the darkest of times, stars can still be scattered across
the sky, illuminating the path to a brighter future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'When Stars Are Scattered'?
'When Stars Are Scattered' explores themes of resilience, hope, and the importance of
family amidst the struggles faced by refugees.

Who are the main characters in 'When Stars Are
Scattered'?
The main characters are brothers Omar and Hassan, who navigate life in a refugee camp
and their quest for a better future.

What is the setting of 'When Stars Are Scattered'?
The story is set in a refugee camp in Kenya, where many displaced people seek safety and
stability after fleeing their home countries.



Who are the authors of 'When Stars Are Scattered'?
The book is co-authored by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed, with illustrations by
Jamieson.

What format is 'When Stars Are Scattered' presented
in?
'When Stars Are Scattered' is presented in a graphic novel format, combining visual
storytelling with poignant narratives.

How does 'When Stars Are Scattered' address the
refugee experience?
The book offers a heartfelt depiction of the challenges faced by refugees, including loss,
uncertainty, and the longing for home, while also highlighting the strength of human spirit.

What audience is 'When Stars Are Scattered' intended
for?
'When Stars Are Scattered' is intended for middle-grade readers but resonates with
audiences of all ages due to its universal themes and emotional depth.
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Discover the full book of 'When Stars Are Scattered' and delve into its powerful themes of hope and
resilience. Learn more about this touching story today!
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