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buna ziua — hello

ce faci — what’s up

ma numesc — my name is

cum te numesti? — what's your name?
te iubesc — / Jove you

unde este...? — where is...?

as vrea...— I'd like...

la revedere — goodbye
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The official language of Romania is Romanian, a Romance language that has evolved from Latin,
much like Italian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese. This article delves into the origins,
characteristics, and significance of the Romanian language, as well as its role in Romania's culture
and society.

Origins of the Romanian Language

The history of the Romanian language can be traced back to the Roman conquest of Dacia, a region
that corresponds to modern-day Romania, in the early second century AD. The Latin spoken by the
Roman soldiers, settlers, and administrators began to blend with the local Dacian language, which is
now largely unknown.

Over the centuries, the language was influenced by various other languages due to invasions,
migrations, and trade. Notable influences include:
e Slavic Languages: After the fall of the Roman Empire, Slavic tribes settled in the region,

contributing many words to Romanian.

¢ Greek: As the Eastern Roman Empire (Byzantium) had a strong cultural influence, many
Greek words entered the Romanian lexicon, especially in religion and commerce.

e Turkish: The Ottoman Empire's presence in Romania introduced numerous Turkish terms,
particularly in areas such as agriculture and administration.

e Hungarian: Due to historical ties with Hungary, many Hungarian words have been integrated
into Romanian.

e Italian: The Italian influence is significant, particularly in the vocabulary related to art,
culture, and food.

By the late 19th century, Romanian began to standardize, and the language further evolved through
influences from French and other Western European languages during the modernization of
Romania.

Characteristics of the Romanian Language

Romanian is unique among the Romance languages due to its distinct phonetic, grammatical, and
lexical features. Here are some key characteristics:

Phonetics and Pronunciation

Romanian has a relatively simple phonetic system, with 7 vowels and 20 consonants. However, it



includes sounds that are not present in other Romance languages:

- The pronunciation of letters can change based on their position in a word.
- Romanian includes a few special letters, such as 4, §, 1, s, and t, which denote specific sounds not
found in other Romance languages.

Grammar

Romanian grammar shares similarities with other Romance languages but also has unique aspects:

- Noun Cases: Romanian uses five grammatical cases (nominative, accusative, genitive, dative, and
vocative), marking it as somewhat more complex than languages like Spanish or Italian.

- Articles: Romanian has definite and indefinite articles, which are placed after the noun in most
cases.

- Verbs: Romanian verbs are conjugated according to person, number, tense, and mood, similar to
other Romance languages.

Vocabulary

The vocabulary of Romanian is predominantly derived from Latin, but it also includes many
loanwords from Slavic, Greek, Turkish, Hungarian, and Italian. This rich blend gives Romanian its
unique character.

Usage and Recognition of Romanian

Romanian is spoken by approximately 24 million people as their native language, making it one of
the most widely spoken Romance languages. It is the official language of Romania and is recognized
as a minority language in several countries, including Moldova, where it is known as "Moldovan."

Official Status

In Romania, Romanian is the sole official language, and it is used in government, education, media,
and everyday communication. The Romanian Constitution guarantees the right to use the language,
and it is taught in schools as the primary language of instruction.

Language in Moldova

In Moldova, Romanian holds official status as well, although it is often referred to as "Moldovan" in
legal and political contexts. The distinction is largely political, and the two languages are
fundamentally the same. The debate over the naming of the language often reflects national identity
issues.



Romanian Language and Culture

The Romanian language is a vital part of Romania's cultural identity. It is celebrated in literature,
music, folklore, and traditions. Some key aspects include:

Literature

Romanian literature boasts a rich history, with notable authors such as:

- Mihai Eminescu: Considered the national poet, his works are celebrated for their lyrical beauty and
depth.

- Ion Creanga: Known for his children's stories and autobiographical tales, he captures the essence
of Romanian rural life.

- Marin Preda: A prominent novelist of the 20th century, his works explore the complexities of
Romanian society.

Folklore and Music

Romanian folklore is deeply intertwined with the language, with traditional songs, stories, and
customs passed down through generations. The language is a central component of folk music,
which includes a variety of instruments such as:

- Cimpoi: A type of bagpipe.
- Cobza: A string instrument similar to a lute.
- Fluier: A traditional wooden flute.

Modern Media and Communication

In contemporary society, Romanian is not only used in traditional media but also in digital platforms.
Social media, websites, and blogs in Romanian contribute to the language's evolution and its
adaptability to modern communication.

The Future of the Romanian Language

The Romanian language faces challenges and opportunities in today's globalized world. As
technology advances and globalization continues, the Romanian language must adapt to new
contexts while preserving its unique identity. Some factors influencing the future of Romanian
include:

1. Globalization: Increased interaction with other languages may lead to the adoption of more
loanwords, particularly from English.



2. Preservation Efforts: Initiatives to promote the use of Romanian in education and media help
maintain its vitality.

3. Language Policy: Government regulations and cultural programs play a crucial role in
fostering a sense of pride in the language.

In conclusion, the official language of Romania, Romanian, is a vibrant, evolving language that
reflects the country's rich history and cultural diversity. Its Latin roots, combined with influences
from various languages, make it a unique member of the Romance language family. As Romania
continues to navigate the challenges of modernity, the importance of preserving and promoting the
Romanian language remains paramount for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Romania?

The official language of Romania is Romanian.

Is Romanian the only official language in Romania?

Yes, Romanian is the sole official language of Romania.

What language family does Romanian belong to?

Romanian belongs to the Romance language family, which also includes languages like Italian,
French, Spanish, and Portuguese.

Are there any regional languages spoken in Romania?

Yes, while Romanian is the official language, there are minority languages such as Hungarian,
Romani, and Ukrainian spoken in certain regions.

How is the Romanian language influenced by other languages?

Romanian has been influenced by Latin, Slavic languages, Greek, Turkish, and Hungarian due to
historical interactions and occupations.

Is Romanian spoken outside of Romania?

Yes, Romanian is also spoken in Moldova, where it is recognized as the official language, and among
Romanian communities worldwide.

What script is used to write the Romanian language?

The Romanian language is written in the Latin script.



How has the Romanian language evolved over time?

The Romanian language has evolved from Latin, absorbing influences from various languages over
centuries, leading to its unique characteristics today.
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Discover what is the official language of Romania and explore its significance in culture and
communication. Learn more about Romania's rich linguistic heritage!
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