
Where The Wild Things Are Review

Where the Wild Things Are is a beloved children's book that has transcended its original format to

become a classic in both literature and cinema. Written and illustrated by Maurice Sendak, the story

has captivated generations with its imaginative narrative and vivid illustrations. In this review, we'll

explore the themes, characters, and impact of both the book and the film adaptation, providing insights

into why this story resonates with audiences of all ages.



Background of the Story

Where the Wild Things Are was first published in 1963 and

has since sold millions of copies worldwide. Maurice Sendak's

unique storytelling abilities and artistic style brought to life the

tale of Max, a young boy who sails to an island inhabited by

wild creatures. The book’s themes of imagination, childhood,

and the complexities of emotions create a rich tapestry that

resonates with both children and adults.

Summary of the Plot

The narrative follows Max, a mischievous child who dresses in

a wolf suit and causes trouble at home. After being sent to his

room without dinner, Max's imagination transports him to a



fantastical land where he encounters the Wild Things—large,

fearsome creatures who initially threaten him but ultimately

make him their king.

1. Max's Journey:

- Max's transition from a frustrated boy to a king of the Wild

Things symbolizes a child's struggle for control and

understanding.

- His adventure allows him to explore the depths of his

emotions, from anger to joy.

2. The Wild Things:

- The creatures represent various aspects of Max's psyche,

embodying feelings that children often experience but may find

difficult to articulate.

- Each Wild Thing has a distinct personality, reflecting

different emotional states—anger, frustration, loneliness, and

joy.



3. Return Home:

- Ultimately, Max returns home, realizing that he is loved and

that his journey, while wild and adventurous, is not a

substitute for the comfort of home.

Thematic Elements

Where the Wild Things Are is rich in themes that resonate with

both children and adults. The exploration of emotions, the

concept of imagination, and the idea of home are central to

the story.

Emotional Exploration

The book delves into the complexity of emotions that children



experience. It addresses feelings like:

- Anger: Max's initial frustration leads him on a journey that

allows him to confront and express his anger.

- Loneliness: The Wild Things embody the loneliness that many

children feel when they are misunderstood or neglected.

- Joy and Belonging: Max finds joy in being crowned king, but

he ultimately seeks the comfort of home, showcasing the

universal need for belonging.

The Power of Imagination

Imagination plays a pivotal role in Max's journey. The ability to

escape reality and create a world of one's own is a powerful

testament to the creativity inherent in children.



- Freedom of Expression: Max's imaginative journey allows him

to express his feelings in a safe environment.

- Adventure and Escape: The Wild Things represent the

wildness of imagination, allowing readers to explore the

boundaries of their creative minds.

The Concept of Home

The story highlights the importance of home and familial love.

- Comfort and Safety: Despite Max's adventures, he ultimately

craves the safety and comfort of his home.

- Love and Acceptance: The final scenes emphasize that,

despite any mischief, love is always present, and home is

where one is accepted, no matter the circumstances.



Illustration and Artistry

Maurice Sendak's illustrations are as integral to the story as

the text itself. His unique style captures the essence of

childhood emotions and the fantastical elements of the

narrative.

Artistic Style

- Vivid Imagery: The illustrations of the Wild Things are both

whimsical and intimidating, perfectly reflecting the duality of

childhood fears and joys.

- Expressive Characters: Each character's facial expressions

convey a range of emotions, enhancing the reader's

understanding of Max's journey.



Symbolism in Art

- Wild Things as Emotions: The Wild Things symbolize the

untamed emotions that children experience, making them

relatable to young audiences.

- The Journey: Max's voyage is beautifully illustrated, guiding

readers through the landscape of his imagination.

Film Adaptation

In 2009, Where the Wild Things Are was adapted into a

feature film directed by Spike Jonze. The film brought Sendak's

story to life in a new medium, allowing for a deeper exploration

of the themes presented in the book.



Visual and Auditory Experience

The film's visual aesthetics are stunning, combining practical

effects with CGI to create a lush, immersive world for the Wild

Things.

- Cinematography: The film captures the wildness of the

island, with sweeping landscapes that mirror Max's emotional

journey.

- Soundtrack: The score by Karen O adds an emotional depth

to the film, enhancing the viewer's connection to Max's

experiences.

Thematic Expansion



While the film remains faithful to the book's core themes, it

expands on the emotional complexity of characters.

- Max’s Relationship with His Mother: The film delves deeper

into Max's home life, providing a context for his emotional

struggles.

- Wild Things' Backstories: The film gives more depth to the

Wild Things, exploring their personalities and struggles, making

them more relatable to the audience.

Reception and Impact

The film received mixed reviews from critics but garnered

praise for its visual storytelling and emotional depth. It

sparked discussions about childhood emotions and the

importance of imagination, much like the original book.



- Critical Acclaim: While some criticized the pacing, others

appreciated the film's introspective nature and artistic vision.

- Cultural Impact: The adaptation introduced Sendak's story to

a new generation, emphasizing the timelessness of its themes.

Conclusion

Where the Wild Things Are remains a monumental work in

children's literature, illustrating the power of imagination and

the importance of understanding emotions. Its adaptation into

film has expanded its reach, inviting audiences to explore the

complexities of childhood in a new light. The enduring appeal

of Max's journey resonates with both children and adults,

reminding us all of the wildness that exists within and the

comfort of home that ultimately calls us back. Whether

through the pages of a beloved book or the frames of a



cinematic masterpiece, Where the Wild Things Are continues

to inspire and enchant, solidifying its place in the hearts of

many for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Where the Wild Things Are'?

'Where the Wild Things Are' explores themes of imagination,

childhood, loneliness, and the complexity of emotions. It

highlights the importance of escapism and the journey to

understand one's feelings and place in the world.

How does the film adaptation differ from the original book?

The film adaptation expands on the original story by adding

depth to Max's character and his relationships, particularly

with his mother. It also introduces new narratives and

background for the Wild Things, giving them more personality

and emotional depth.



What has been the critical reception of 'Where the Wild Things Are'?

The film received generally positive reviews, praised for its

visual style, emotional depth, and the way it captures the

essence of childhood. Critics highlighted its ability to resonate

with both children and adults, despite some finding the pacing

slow.

Are there any notable artistic styles used in 'Where the Wild Things

Are'?

Yes, the film features a unique blend of practical effects,

puppetry, and CGI, creating a visually striking world that

mirrors Maurice Sendak's original illustrations. The artistic

style has been celebrated for its ability to evoke a sense of

wonder and nostalgia.

What age group is 'Where the Wild Things Are' suitable for?

'Where the Wild Things Are' is generally suitable for children

ages 6 and up, though its themes and emotional depth also

appeal to older audiences. Parents are encouraged to consider

the film's more intense emotional moments when deciding if



it's appropriate for younger viewers.
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