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Web Du Bois, a prominent African American intellectual, sociologist, historian, and civil
rights activist, believed deeply in the transformative power of education. His thoughts on
education are not only profound but also serve as a guide for understanding the role of
education in society, particularly in the context of race and equality. This article will explore
some of Du Bois's significant quotes on education, providing insight into his philosophy and
its relevance in contemporary discourse.

Du Bois's Educational Philosophy

Web Du Bois viewed education as a means of empowerment and self-advancement. He
argued that education is essential for African Americans to achieve equality and integration
into American society. His belief was rooted in the idea that knowledge is power, and
without it, individuals and communities are at a disadvantage. Du Bois's educational
philosophy can be summarized in several key points:

1. Education as a Path to Equality

Du Bois famously stated, "The most important thing for a man is to know himself." He
believed that education should not only impart knowledge but also instill a sense of self-
worth and identity. He argued that for African Americans, education was a crucial tool in the
struggle for civil rights and social justice. By gaining knowledge, African Americans could
challenge stereotypes and demand their rightful place in society.

2. The Role of Higher Education

Du Bois was a strong advocate for higher education, particularly for the "Talented Tenth," a



term he coined to describe the leadership class among African Americans. He believed that
a select group of educated individuals could uplift the entire race through their
achievements and contributions. He stated, "The Negro race, like all races, is going to be
saved by its exceptional men." This highlights his belief in the power of educated
individuals to inspire and enact change.

3. Critical Thinking and Intellectual Growth

For Du Bois, education was not merely about rote memorization or vocational training. He
emphasized the importance of critical thinking and intellectual growth. He argued that
education should encourage individuals to question societal norms and challenge injustices.
He once remarked, "The function of the university is not to teach the student how to make
a living, but to make a life." This perspective underscores the importance of a holistic
education that nurtures the mind and spirit.

4. The Need for a Comprehensive Education

Du Bois also pointed out the inadequacies of the education system for African Americans
during his time. He criticized the limited educational opportunities available to Black
individuals, noting that "the training of the Negroes in industrial schools is a great mistake."
He believed that vocational training alone would not suffice for the advancement of the
Black community. Instead, he called for a comprehensive education that included the
liberal arts, sciences, and humanities to cultivate well-rounded individuals.

Significant Quotes from Du Bois on Education

Du Bois's writings are filled with insightful quotes that capture his thoughts on education.
Here are some of the most significant ones:

1. "Education and work are the levers to uplift a
people."

This quote encapsulates Du Bois's belief in the dual importance of education and labor. He
recognized that education was essential for economic advancement and social mobility,
and that meaningful work was equally vital for personal dignity and community uplift.

2. "The power of the ballot we need in sheer self-
defense."

While this quote may not directly reference education, it reflects Du Bois's understanding of



the interconnectedness of education and political empowerment. He believed that educated
individuals could better advocate for their rights and influence the political landscape.

3. "To be a Negro in America is to be a man who sees
the world through the eyes of a minority."

This statement highlights the unique perspective that African Americans possess and the
importance of education in understanding and navigating that experience. Du Bois believed
that education could help individuals articulate their experiences and advocate for their
rights effectively.

4. "The Negro must be trained to think, to speak, to
do."

Here, Du Bois emphasizes the need for a comprehensive education that goes beyond mere
acquisition of facts. He believed that education should nurture critical thinking, effective
communication, and practical skills, enabling individuals to contribute meaningfully to
society.

Du Bois's Legacy in Education

Web Du Bois's thoughts on education have left a lasting legacy that continues to resonate
today. His advocacy for higher education and the development of leadership within the
African American community laid the groundwork for future educational initiatives. The
following points illustrate his enduring influence:

1. The Importance of a Holistic Education

Du Bois's insistence on the importance of a well-rounded education is reflected in modern
educational philosophies that emphasize critical thinking, creativity, and emotional
intelligence. His belief that education should prepare individuals for life, not just a career, is
now a guiding principle in many educational institutions.

2. Advocacy for Equal Educational Opportunities

Du Bois's work has inspired countless advocates for educational equity. His critiques of the
education system and calls for reform are echoed in contemporary movements aimed at
addressing disparities in access to quality education for marginalized communities.



3. The Role of Intellectuals in Society

Du Bois viewed educated individuals as essential leaders in the fight for justice and
equality. His belief that intellectuals should engage with social issues has influenced the
role of scholars and educators in contemporary activism and public discourse.

4. The Pursuit of Knowledge as a Form of Resistance

Du Bois's assertion that education is a powerful tool for resistance continues to resonate,
particularly in the context of social justice movements today. The idea that knowledge can
empower individuals to challenge oppressive systems remains a rallying cry for many
activists.

Conclusion

Web Du Bois's contributions to the discourse on education are invaluable. His quotes and
thoughts on education serve as a reminder of its critical role in the struggle for equality and
justice. Through his advocacy for higher education, critical thinking, and comprehensive
learning, Du Bois laid a foundation for future generations to build upon. As we navigate the
complexities of education in the modern world, his insights continue to inspire and
challenge us to strive for a more equitable and just society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is one of W.E.B. Du Bois's key beliefs about
education?
W.E.B. Du Bois believed that education was essential for African Americans to achieve
equality and empowerment, emphasizing the importance of higher education for the
'Talented Tenth' who would lead the community.

How did Du Bois view the relationship between
education and social change?
Du Bois viewed education as a crucial tool for social change, arguing that it could uplift
individuals and communities, allowing them to challenge and overcome systemic
oppression.

What did Du Bois mean by the 'Talented Tenth'?
The 'Talented Tenth' refers to Du Bois's concept of the top ten percent of educated and
skilled African Americans who should be given the opportunity to lead and uplift the rest of
the community through education and activism.



Can you provide a notable quote from Du Bois about
education?
One notable quote is: 'Education and work are the levers to uplift a people.' This highlights
his belief in the transformative power of education and labor.

What was Du Bois's stance on vocational education?
Du Bois criticized an overemphasis on vocational education for African Americans,
advocating instead for a liberal arts education that would foster critical thinking and
leadership skills.

How did Du Bois's education philosophy contrast with
Booker T. Washington's?
Du Bois's philosophy emphasized the need for a broad, liberal education for African
Americans, while Booker T. Washington advocated for vocational training and economic
self-reliance as the path to progress.

What impact did Du Bois's education quotes have on
civil rights movements?
Du Bois's quotes on education inspired many civil rights activists by underscoring the
importance of intellectual development and advocacy for equal educational opportunities
as a means to combat racial injustice.

How does Du Bois's view of education relate to today's
discussions on equity?
Du Bois's emphasis on equitable access to quality education resonates today as discussions
continue about systemic inequality, highlighting the ongoing struggle for fair educational
opportunities for marginalized communities.
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