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We Can Remember It for You is a thought-provoking science fiction narrative
that delves into the complexities of memory, identity, and the human
experience. Originally a short story penned by Philip K. Dick in 1966, this
tale has transcended its literary roots to inspire various adaptations,
including the 1990 film "Total Recall." The story presents a tantalizing
premise: what if memories could be implanted or altered, and how would this
impact one’s sense of self? In this article, we will explore the themes,
characters, and adaptations associated with "We Can Remember It for You,"



examining how Dick's vision resonates with contemporary discussions on memory
and technology.

Background of the Story

Author’s Vision

Philip K. Dick is renowned for his ability to blend philosophical inquiries
with speculative fiction. His works often challenge the boundaries of reality
and question the nature of existence. "We Can Remember It for You" is no
exception, as it explores the interplay between memory and reality,
investigating how memories shape our identities.

Publication History

The original story was first published in the magazine "The Magazine of
Fantasy and Science Fiction" in 1966. It quickly garnered attention for its
innovative concept, leading to its inclusion in various anthologies and
collections of Dick's works. The narrative's enduring relevance is evident in
its adaptations and continued discussion in literary and cinematic circles.

Plot Summary

The story follows Douglas Quail, a man who dreams of visiting Mars but lacks
the means to do so. Frustrated by his mundane life, he decides to visit
Rekall, a company that specializes in implanting false memories. The idea is
to experience the thrill of a Martian vacation without ever leaving Earth.
However, as the procedure unfolds, Quail discovers that his past is far more
complex than he realized, leading him to question the authenticity of his
memories.

Key Plot Points

1. Desire for Adventure: Quail’s longing for a life beyond his dreary
existence drives him to seek out Rekall’s services.

2. Memory Implantation: The process of memory alteration raises ethical
questions about identity and reality.

3. Revelation of True Identity: Quail uncovers layers of his past that
complicate his understanding of self.

4. Conflict with Authority: The story features a struggle against oppressive
forces that seek to control individual narratives.



Themes Explored

Memory and Identity

At the core of "We Can Remember It for You" is the exploration of how
memories define who we are. The narrative suggests that memories, whether
real or implanted, shape our perceptions and decisions. Quail’s journey
reveals the fragility of identity, as he grapples with the realization that
his memories may not belong to him.

Reality vs. Illusion

The story blurs the lines between reality and illusion, prompting readers to
question what is genuine. The Rekall procedure exemplifies the tension
between the desire for escapism and the need for authentic experiences. This
theme resonates in today’s world, where virtual realities and digital
identities challenge our understanding of what it means to be "real."

The Ethics of Memory Manipulation

Dick’s narrative raises significant ethical questions regarding memory
alteration. As technology advances, the implications of altering memories
become increasingly relevant. The story serves as a cautionary tale about the
potential consequences of tampering with one’s sense of self.

Character Analysis

Douglas Quail

Douglas Quail is an everyman character whose desire for adventure and
authenticity resonates with readers. His internal struggle and ultimate quest
for self-discovery illustrate the universal search for meaning. Quail’s
character embodies the conflict between societal expectations and individual
desires.

Supporting Characters

- Rekall Employees: The staff at Rekall represent the corporate interests



that commodify memory and identity. They embody the ethical ambiguities of

their profession.

- Government Agents: The antagonists in the story highlight the oppressive

nature of authority and the lengths to which individuals must go to reclaim
their narratives.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Film Adaptations

The short story's most notable adaptation is the 1990 film "Total Recall,"
directed by Paul Verhoeven and starring Arnold Schwarzenegger as Douglas
Quaid. This film expanded upon Dick’s original narrative, introducing action-
packed sequences and a more overt political commentary. A 2012 remake
attempted to reinterpret the story for a new audience, although it received
mixed reviews.

Influence on Science Fiction

"We Can Remember It for You" has left a lasting legacy on the science fiction
genre, influencing numerous works that explore memory and identity. Its
themes have been echoed in films, television shows, and literature, serving
as a touchstone for discussions about the implications of memory
manipulation.

Philosophical Implications

Existential Questions

The narrative prompts readers to reflect on existential questions regarding
the nature of self. If memories can be altered or fabricated, what does that
mean for our understanding of identity? The story encourages a deep dive into
the philosophical implications of memory and reality.

Modern Parallels

In an age dominated by technology, "We Can Remember It for You" resonates
with contemporary issues surrounding digital identity, social media, and
virtual experiences. The story serves as a cautionary tale about the



potential dangers of losing touch with authentic experiences in favor of
curated, artificial memories.

Conclusion

We Can Remember It for You remains a powerful exploration of memory,
identity, and the human condition. Philip K. Dick’s thought-provoking
narrative continues to inspire discussions about the nature of reality and
the ethical implications of memory manipulation. As technology advances and
society grapples with questions of authenticity, the themes presented in
Dick’s story become increasingly relevant. Through the lens of Douglas
Quail's journey, readers are encouraged to reflect on their own memories,
identities, and the complex tapestry of experiences that define the human
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'We Can Remember It for
You Wholesale'?

The story revolves around a man named Douglas Quail who desires to experience
a vacation on Mars but instead explores the concept of false memories and
identity through a company that implants memories.

How does 'We Can Remember It for You Wholesale'
explore the theme of memory?

The narrative delves into the nature of memory and reality, questioning
whether implanted memories can hold the same value as real experiences and
how they affect personal identity.

What are some key differences between the short
story and its film adaptation?

The short story focuses more on the psychological aspects of memory, while
the film adaptation, 'Total Recall,' incorporates more action and sci-fi
elements, altering some characters and plot points for a cinematic
experience.

How does Philip K. Dick's writing style influence
the story?

Dick's writing often features complex philosophical themes, blending science
fiction with existential questions, which in 'We Can Remember It for You
Wholesale' creates a thought-provoking exploration of reality and memory.



What impact has 'We Can Remember It for You
Wholesale' had on science fiction as a genre?

The story has significantly influenced the science fiction genre by
introducing themes of memory manipulation and identity, inspiring numerous
adaptations and discussions around the implications of technology on human
consciousness.
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