
Weird But True Facts National Geographic

Weird but true facts national geographic have fascinated readers for generations, offering a
glimpse into the extraordinary, the bizarre, and the inexplicable aspects of our world. National
Geographic, known for its stunning photography and in-depth exploration of nature and culture,
frequently provides insights that stretch the boundaries of our understanding. In this article, we will
delve into some of the most peculiar and astonishing facts featured by National Geographic,
exploring everything from the animal kingdom to amazing phenomena in nature and even strange
human behaviors.

The Animal Kingdom: Oddities of Nature

The animal kingdom is full of strange and fascinating creatures, some of which seem to defy logic
and expectation. National Geographic has documented numerous weird but true facts about animals
that can leave us in awe.

1. The Immortal Jellyfish

One of the most remarkable creatures is the Turritopsis dohrnii, better known as the immortal



jellyfish. This tiny jellyfish has the unique ability to revert back to its juvenile form after reaching
maturity. This process, known as transdifferentiation, allows it to avoid death and start its life cycle
anew.

- This jellyfish can theoretically live indefinitely.
- It has been studied for its potential insights into aging and regenerative medicine.

2. The Axolotl's Regenerative Powers

Native to the lakes of Mexico, the axolotl is a type of salamander that possesses an extraordinary
ability to regenerate lost body parts. This includes limbs, spinal cord, heart, and even parts of its
brain.

- Axolotls can regenerate their limbs in as little as 40 to 50 days.
- Their regenerative capabilities are being researched for potential applications in human medicine.

3. The Immense Size of Blue Whales

The blue whale holds the title for being the largest animal on the planet and, quite possibly, the
largest that has ever existed. These majestic creatures can reach lengths of up to 100 feet (30
meters) and weigh as much as 200 tons.

- A blue whale's heart is roughly the size of a small car.
- Their tongues alone can weigh as much as an elephant.

Incredible Natural Phenomena

Nature is filled with astonishing phenomena that can leave us speechless. National Geographic has
documented many of these occurrences, showcasing the beauty and strangeness of our planet.

1. The Blood Falls of Antarctica

In the Taylor Glacier of Antarctica, a fascinating phenomenon occurs: the Blood Falls. This bright
red waterfall is not due to any form of blood, but rather iron-rich saline water that oxidizes upon
contact with the air.

- The water flows from an underground lake that has been isolated from the atmosphere for millions
of years.
- This unique occurrence provides insights into extremophiles—organisms that thrive in extreme
conditions.



2. Bioluminescence in Nature

Bioluminescence is the ability of certain organisms to produce light through chemical reactions
within their bodies. This phenomenon can be observed in various species, including fireflies, certain
fungi, and deep-sea creatures.

- Bioluminescent organisms can be found in almost every habitat on Earth.
- The blue glow produced by many marine organisms travels the farthest underwater, making it the
most common form of bioluminescence in the ocean.

3. The Sailing Stones of Death Valley

In California's Death Valley National Park, large stones seem to move across the desert floor, leaving
long trails behind them. This phenomenon has puzzled scientists for decades.

- Researchers discovered that a unique combination of ice and wind allows these stones to slide
across the surface.
- The movement of the stones can be tracked over time, revealing their slow, deliberate paths.

Strange Human Behaviors and Cultures

Humans are capable of a vast array of behaviors, some of which can be quite peculiar. National
Geographic explores the fascinating customs and habits of cultures from around the world.

1. The Tradition of Mummification

Ancient Egyptians are well-known for their practice of mummification, a process designed to
preserve bodies for the afterlife. This intricate method involved removing internal organs and
treating the body with various substances.

- The process could take up to 70 days to complete.
- Mummies provide valuable insights into ancient Egyptian society, including their beliefs and
practices.

2. The Dancing Plague of 1518

In July 1518, residents of Strasbourg (then part of the Holy Roman Empire) were struck by an
uncontrollable urge to dance. Over the course of several weeks, many people danced to their deaths
from exhaustion or heart attacks.

- Historians remain puzzled over what caused this phenomenon, with theories ranging from mass
hysteria to ergot poisoning (a hallucinogenic mold found in damp rye).



- The event serves as a reminder of the complexities of human psychology and societal influence.

3. The Fascination with Tattoos

Tattoos have a long and varied history, serving as symbols of identity, status, or even spiritual beliefs
in many cultures. National Geographic highlights how tattooing practices differ across societies.

- In Japan, traditional tattoos (irezumi) are deeply rooted in culture and often represent elaborate
stories.
- Some indigenous tribes, such as the Maori of New Zealand, use tattoos (ta moko) to signify lineage
and social standing.

Mind-Blowing Geological Facts

The Earth itself can be incredibly bizarre, with geological phenomena that challenge our
understanding of the planet's processes. National Geographic has shared many of these mind-
boggling facts.

1. The Catacombs of Paris

Beneath the streets of Paris lies a vast network of catacombs, housing the remains of over six million
people. This eerie underground site began as a solution to the city’s overflowing cemeteries in the
late 18th century.

- The catacombs stretch for more than 200 miles.
- Visitors can explore only a small section of this extensive burial site.

2. The Giant's Causeway

Located in Northern Ireland, the Giant's Causeway features approximately 40,000 interlocking
basalt columns, formed by volcanic activity around 60 million years ago.

- The unique hexagonal shapes of the columns create a stunning natural landscape.
- Legends abound about the creation of the causeway, including tales of giants and mythical beings.

3. The Great Blue Hole

The Great Blue Hole, located off the coast of Belize, is a giant marine sinkhole that is over 1,000 feet
(300 meters) across and more than 400 feet (120 meters) deep.

- This UNESCO World Heritage site is a popular location for divers eager to explore its underwater



caves and vibrant marine life.
- The Great Blue Hole is a remnant of an ancient limestone cave system that collapsed.

Conclusion: The Beauty of the Bizarre

Weird but true facts from National Geographic remind us that our world is full of mysteries waiting
to be explored. From the depths of the ocean to the far reaches of the desert and the complexities of
human culture, every corner of our planet holds unique stories that challenge our perceptions. These
facts not only entertain but also educate, encouraging us to appreciate the eccentricities of life on
Earth. As we continue to uncover the bizarre and the beautiful, we are reminded of the endless
wonders that nature and humanity have to offer. So, the next time you encounter a strange fact,
remember that it may just be the key to unlocking greater understanding and appreciation of the
world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is one of the weirdest animal facts featured by National
Geographic?
One weird fact is that octopuses have three hearts and blue blood, which helps them survive in deep
ocean environments.

How does National Geographic define a 'weird but true' fact?
A 'weird but true' fact is an unusual or surprising piece of information that is both fascinating and
scientifically accurate.

Can you name a weird fact about the human body from
National Geographic?
One interesting fact is that the human nose can detect about one trillion different scents, which is
far more than previously thought.

What is a weird fact about nature shared by National
Geographic?
A weird fact about nature is that honey never spoils; archaeologists have found pots of honey in
ancient Egyptian tombs that are over 3000 years old and still edible.

What strange fact does National Geographic provide about
space?
A strange fact about space is that a day on Venus is longer than a year on Venus; it takes about 243
Earth days to rotate once, but only 225 Earth days to orbit the sun.



What is a weird fact regarding plants from National
Geographic?
Some plants, like the sensitive plant, can actually 'move' in response to touch, folding their leaves to
protect themselves from potential threats.

Is there a weird fact about the ocean shared by National
Geographic?
Yes, one weird fact is that more than 80% of the ocean is unexplored and unmapped, leaving vast
mysteries still to be discovered.

What is a fun fact about geography from National Geographic?
A fun geographic fact is that Canada has more lakes than the rest of the world's lakes combined,
with an estimated 2 million lakes across the country.
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Discover the most intriguing weird but true facts from National Geographic! Uncover astonishing
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