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We Can Remember It

We Can Remember It for You Wholesale is a thought-provoking science fiction
short story written by Philip K. Dick, first published in 1966. The narrative
explores themes of memory, identity, and the nature of reality through the
lens of a futuristic society where memory implantation is not only possible
but also commercially available. In this article, we will delve into the
story's plot, characters, themes, and its significance within the broader
context of science fiction literature.



Plot Summary

The story is centered around Douglas Quail, an ordinary man who daydreams
about visiting Mars. Frustrated with his mundane life as a clerk, he decides
to visit a company named Rekal, Inc., which specializes in implanting false
memories. Quail wishes to experience the thrill of a Martian vacation without
actually having to go. However, as the procedure unfolds, it becomes evident
that Quail's past is far more complicated than he initially thought.

Initial Encounter with Rekal, Inc.

Quail's visit to Rekal, Inc. serves as the catalyst for the unfolding drama.
He is greeted by a sales representative who explains the various memory
options available. The options include:

1. Vacation Memories: Simulated experiences of exotic holidays.

2. Heroic Adventures: Memories of daring escapades.

3. Personalized Experiences: Tailored memories to fulfill individual
fantasies.

As Quail contemplates the choices, he becomes increasingly aware of a deeper
longing—a desire to escape his mundane existence. He ultimately opts for a
memory of having been a secret agent on Mars.

The Procedure

During the memory implantation procedure, unexpected complications arise.
Instead of the anticipated thrill of a Martian adventure, Quail begins to
uncover fragments of suppressed memories that hint at a more complex
identity. These memories suggest that he may have been a real agent and not
just a customer seeking a fabricated experience.

The procedure goes awry, leading to a series of revelations that challenge
Quail's understanding of his own reality and identity. As the narrative

unfolds, the line between implanted memories and genuine experiences blurs,
raising questions about the authenticity of human experience.

Character Analysis

The characters in We Can Remember It for You Wholesale are pivotal to the
exploration of its themes.

Douglas Quail

Douglas Quail is the protagonist, representing the everyman caught in the web
of modern technology and existential dilemmas. His character arc illustrates:

— Desire for Escape: Quail's yearning for a more exciting life drives him to
Rekal, Inc.



— Identity Crisis: As he uncovers his past, Quail grapples with questions of
who he truly is.

— Moral Quandaries: The story raises ethical considerations regarding memory
manipulation and the implications of altering one’s identity.

Rekal, Inc. Employees

The employees at Rekal, particularly the sales representative and the
technician, serve as embodiments of corporate interests. They represent:

— Commercialization of Memory: The commodification of experiences, reducing
profound human emotions to mere transactions.

— Ethical Ambivalence: Their lack of concern for Quail’s well-being
highlights the moral implications of their work.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters, including Quail's wife and the agents pursuing
him, provide additional depth to the narrative. They reflect:

— The Impact of Technology on Relationships: Quail's interactions with his
wife reveal the strain that technology and altered perceptions can place on
personal connections.

— The Pursuit of Truth: The agents symbolize the external forces that
challenge Quail’s quest for self-discovery.

Themes

We Can Remember It for You Wholesale delves into several compelling themes
that resonate with readers.

The Nature of Reality

One of the most significant themes is the exploration of reality versus
illusion. The story prompts readers to consider:

— What is Real?: The narrative questions the reliability of memory and
experience, suggesting that our perceptions may be influenced by external
forces.

- Existential Inquiry: Quail’s journey raises profound questions about the
nature of existence and personal identity.

Memory and Identity

Memory plays a crucial role in shaping identity. The story illustrates:

— Fragmented Memories: Quail’s evolving recollections demonstrate how
memories can be constructed, manipulated, or even erased.



— Self-Discovery: The quest for truth leads Quail to confront his past,
ultimately shaping his understanding of who he is.

Commercialization of Human Experience

The idea of memory as a commodity reflects societal concerns about
consumerism. Key points include:

— Ethical Concerns: The commercialization of memories raises ethical
questions about the manipulation of human experience for profit.

— Loss of Authenticity: The ease with which experiences can be fabricated
leads to a sense of disconnection from genuine emotions and experiences.

Significance in Science Fiction

Philip K. Dick’s work is often lauded for its innovative exploration of
complex themes, and We Can Remember It for You Wholesale is no exception. Its
significance within the science fiction genre can be analyzed through various
lenses.

Influence on Later Works

The story has inspired numerous adaptations and has influenced other works in
science fiction, particularly:

— Film Adaptations: The most notable adaptation is the 1990 film Total
Recall, which expands on the original narrative while retaining its core
themes.

— Literary Impact: Dick’s exploration of memory and identity has paved the
way for subsequent authors to tackle similar themes in their narratives.

Philosophical and Psychological Exploration

The story’s examination of memory and identity aligns with philosophical
inquiries into the self. It raises questions such as:

— The Role of Memory in Identity Formation: How do our memories define who we
are?

- Existentialism: What does it mean to exist in a world where reality can be
manipulated?

Conclusion

We Can Remember It for You Wholesale remains a seminal work that continues to
resonate with contemporary audiences. Its rich exploration of memory,
identity, and reality invites readers to reflect on their own experiences in
an increasingly complex world. As technology advances and the boundaries of
human experience blur, the insights gleaned from Dick’s narrative are more



relevant than ever. The story challenges us to confront the ethical
implications of memory manipulation while urging us to seek authenticity in
our lives. Through Douglas Quail’s journey, we are reminded of the profound
connection between memory and identity, and the essential quest for truth
that defines the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'We Can Remember It for
You Wholesale'?

The central theme revolves around memory, identity, and the implications of
technology in altering or creating memories.

Who is the author of 'We Can Remember It for You
Wholesale'?

The story is written by Philip K. Dick, a prominent science fiction author
known for his exploration of altered states of consciousness and reality.

How does the story critique the concept of reality?

The story critiques reality by questioning the authenticity of memories and
experiences, suggesting that they can be manufactured or tampered with,
leading to existential dilemmas.

What role does the character Douglas Quail play in
the narrative?

Douglas Quail is the protagonist who seeks to have memories of a fantastic
life implanted, highlighting his dissatisfaction with his mundane existence
and the desire for adventure.

What technological concept is explored in 'We Can
Remember It for You Wholesale'?

The story explores the concept of memory implantation and the ethical
implications of altering one's memories through technology.

How has 'We Can Remember It for You Wholesale'
influenced popular culture?

The story has influenced popular culture significantly, inspiring the film
'Total Recall' and contributing to discussions on the nature of memory and
identity in science fiction.

What philosophical questions does the narrative raise
about self-perception?

The narrative raises questions about how memories shape self-perception and
identity, and whether a person can truly know themselves if their memories
can be artificially created or altered.
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