
Washington State Nurse Practice Act

Washington State Nurse Practice Act is a vital piece of legislation that governs the practice of nursing
within the state of Washington. This act is designed to ensure that nurses deliver safe and effective care to
patients while also protecting the public's health and welfare. It outlines the scope of nursing practice,
establishes the requirements for licensure, and sets forth the standards for education and ethical conduct
within the profession. This article will delve into the key components of the Washington State Nurse Practice
Act, its implications for nursing practice, and the governance of the nursing profession in Washington State.

Overview of the Nurse Practice Act

The Washington State Nurse Practice Act is codified in Chapter 18.79 of the Revised Code of Washington
(RCW). It was enacted to provide a comprehensive framework for the regulation of nursing in the state. The
act covers various aspects of nursing practice, including the definitions of nursing, the scope of practice,
licensure requirements, and the establishment of the Washington State Nursing Care Quality Assurance
Commission (NCQAC).

Purpose and Objectives

The primary purposes of the Washington State Nurse Practice Act include:

1. Protection of the Public: The act aims to safeguard the health and well-being of the public by ensuring that
only qualified individuals practice nursing.
2. Establishment of Standards: It sets clear standards and guidelines for nursing practice, education, and
licensure to promote consistency and quality in patient care.
3. Licensure and Regulation: The act provides the framework for the licensure process, including the
requirements for obtaining and renewing a nursing license.
4. Disciplinary Actions: It outlines the grounds for disciplinary actions against nurses who violate
professional standards or engage in misconduct.



Key Components of the Nurse Practice Act

Understanding the intricacies of the Washington State Nurse Practice Act requires an examination of its key
components. Below are some of the most significant elements:

Definitions and Scope of Practice

The Nurse Practice Act provides clear definitions of nursing roles and responsibilities. It distinguishes between
different categories of nursing professionals, including:

- Registered Nurses (RNs): Professionals who provide comprehensive patient care, including assessment,
diagnosis, and treatment.
- Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs): Nurses who provide basic nursing care under the supervision of RNs or
physicians.
- Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioners (ARNPs): RNs with advanced education and training who can perform
additional duties, such as diagnosing and treating illnesses.

The scope of practice for each category of nurse is defined in the act, which helps to delineate the
responsibilities and limitations of each role. This clarity is essential in ensuring that patients receive
appropriate care based on the qualifications of the nursing professional.

Licensure Requirements

To practice nursing in Washington, individuals must meet specific licensure requirements outlined in the Nurse
Practice Act. These include:

1. Educational Requirements: Candidates must complete an accredited nursing program, which may be an
associate, bachelor’s, or diploma program, depending on the nursing role.
2. Examination: All candidates are required to pass a national licensing examination. For RNs, this is the
NCLEX-RN, while LPNs take the NCLEX-PN.
3. Application Process: Candidates must submit a completed application along with the required fees to the
Washington State Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission.
4. Background Check: A criminal background check is mandatory for all applicants to ensure patient safety.

Continuing Education and License Renewal

The Washington State Nurse Practice Act mandates that nurses engage in continuing education to maintain
their licensure. This requirement ensures that nursing professionals stay current with advancements in medical
knowledge, technology, and best practices. The specifics of continuing education requirements include:

- Number of Hours: RNs are required to complete 30 hours of continuing education every two years, while LPNs
must complete 20 hours.
- Content Areas: Continuing education must be relevant to nursing practice and may include topics such as
patient safety, ethics, and clinical skills.
- License Renewal: Nurses must renew their licenses every two years, and proof of continuing education is
required at the time of renewal.

Disciplinary Actions and Enforcement



The Washington State Nurse Practice Act establishes a framework for addressing violations of nursing
standards and ethical conduct. The NCQAC is responsible for investigating complaints and enforcing the
provisions of the act.

Grounds for Disciplinary Action

Nurses may face disciplinary action for various reasons, including but not limited to:

- Substance Abuse: Impairment due to the use of drugs or alcohol while providing patient care.
- Fraud or Misrepresentation: Providing false information during the licensure application process or in the
course of practice.
- Negligence: Failing to provide the standard of care expected in nursing practice, leading to patient harm.
- Criminal Convictions: Certain criminal offenses can result in disciplinary action or denial of licensure.

Disciplinary Process

The disciplinary process involves several steps:

1. Complaint Filing: Complaints against nurses can be filed by patients, employers, or other healthcare
professionals.
2. Investigation: The NCQAC conducts a thorough investigation of the complaint to determine its validity.
3. Disciplinary Action: If a violation is confirmed, possible actions may include reprimand, suspension, or
revocation of the nursing license.

Implications for Nursing Practice

The Washington State Nurse Practice Act has far-reaching implications for nursing practice in the state. It
serves as a guiding document for ethical and legal standards, ensuring that nurses provide safe and competent
care to their patients.

Ethical Standards

Nurses are expected to adhere to a code of ethics that is aligned with the principles outlined in the Nurse
Practice Act. This includes:

- Patient Advocacy: Nurses must advocate for the rights and needs of their patients.
- Confidentiality: Protecting patient information and maintaining privacy is paramount.
- Professional Integrity: Upholding honesty and integrity in all professional interactions.

Impact on Patient Care

The regulations established by the Nurse Practice Act directly impact patient care by:

- Ensuring Competence: Continuous education and licensure requirements ensure that nurses possess the
necessary skills and knowledge.
- Promoting Quality Care: Clear definitions of scope and standards help maintain high-quality care across
healthcare settings.
- Enhancing Public Trust: The regulatory framework fosters public confidence in the nursing profession, knowing



that practitioners are held to high standards.

Conclusion

The Washington State Nurse Practice Act is a crucial piece of legislation that shapes the landscape of
nursing in Washington. By establishing clear definitions, licensure requirements, and disciplinary processes, the
act ensures that nurses provide safe, ethical, and competent care to their patients. As the healthcare
environment continues to evolve, the Nurse Practice Act will remain a foundational element in maintaining the
integrity and professionalism of nursing practice in the state. Understanding and adhering to this act is
essential for all nursing professionals to protect the public and uphold the standards of the nursing
profession.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Washington State Nurse Practice Act?
The Washington State Nurse Practice Act is a set of laws and regulations that govern the practice of
nursing in Washington State. It defines the scope of nursing practice, sets standards for licensure, and
establishes the responsibilities of nurses to ensure public safety and welfare.

Who administers the Washington State Nurse Practice Act?
The Washington State Nurse Practice Act is administered by the Washington State Department of Health,
specifically through the Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission (NCQAC), which oversees the licensure
and regulation of nurses.

What are the main components of the Nurse Practice Act?
The main components of the Nurse Practice Act include definitions of nursing practice, licensure requirements,
continuing education mandates, disciplinary actions for violations, and the establishment of standards for
nursing education programs.

How does the Nurse Practice Act impact nursing education in Washington
State?
The Nurse Practice Act impacts nursing education by setting the minimum standards for nursing programs in
Washington State, ensuring that educational institutions prepare nurses to meet the requirements for safe and
effective practice.

What are the consequences of violating the Nurse Practice Act in
Washington State?
Violating the Nurse Practice Act can result in various consequences, including disciplinary actions such as
reprimands, fines, license suspension, or revocation, depending on the severity of the violation.

Are advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) affected by the Nurse
Practice Act?
Yes, advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) are affected by the Nurse Practice Act, which outlines
specific regulations and practice standards for APRNs, including nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists,
nurse anesthetists, and nurse midwives.



How can nurses stay updated on changes to the Nurse Practice Act?
Nurses can stay updated on changes to the Nurse Practice Act by regularly checking the Washington State
Department of Health website, subscribing to newsletters, attending professional nursing conferences, and
participating in local nursing associations.
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