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What a Wonderful World is a captivating manga that delves into the intricacies of human
emotions, relationships, and the societal constructs that often govern our lives. Written and illustrated
by the talented Asano Inio, this series combines a unique narrative style with poignant themes,
making it a standout piece in the world of manga. In this article, we will explore the key aspects of

"What a Wonderful World," including its storyline, characters, themes, and its impact on readers and
the manga industry.



Overview of the Manga

"What a Wonderful World" was serialized in the manga magazine Weekly Young Jump from 2002 to
2004. It consists of a collection of short stories, each interconnected through common themes and
characters, providing a rich tapestry that reflects the complexities of modern life. The manga has
been well-received for its artistic style and depth, earning accolades and a dedicated fanbase.

Synopsis

The narrative of "What a Wonderful World" is nonlinear, featuring a series of vignettes that explore
different aspects of life and the human condition. Asano's storytelling is characterized by its realism,
often highlighting the mundane yet profound moments that shape our experiences. The stories are
set against the backdrop of a contemporary urban environment, where characters navigate their
struggles, dreams, and disappointments.

The manga opens with a haunting premise: a character contemplating suicide. This dark theme sets
the tone for a series that does not shy away from addressing heavy subjects, including isolation,

despair, and the search for meaning. However, the manga also balances these themes with moments
of hope, humor, and the beauty of everyday life.

Character Analysis

One of the strengths of "What a Wonderful World" lies in its diverse cast of characters. Each story
introduces new individuals, yet there are recurring figures that add depth to the narrative. The
characters are often portrayed with a sense of realism, making them relatable and engaging.

Main Characters

- Kawasaki: A central figure who grapples with feelings of inadequacy and societal pressures. His
journey reflects the struggles of many young adults trying to find their place in the world.

- Mikio: A character who embodies the theme of unfulfilled potential, showcasing the conflict between
dreams and reality.

- The Woman in White: A mysterious figure who appears in several stories, symbolizing the
complexities of human relationships and the desire for connection.

Major Themes

"What a Wonderful World" skillfully weaves several themes throughout its narratives, creating a
multifaceted exploration of life.



1. The Search for Meaning

Many characters in the manga experience an existential crisis, questioning their purpose and the
meaning of their lives. This theme resonates with readers who may find themselves at similar
crossroads, prompting introspection and reflection.

2. Isolation and Connection

Isolation is a recurring theme, with characters often feeling disconnected from those around them.
Yet, the manga also highlights the importance of human connection, illustrating how even fleeting
interactions can impact one's life significantly.

3. The Beauty of the Mundane

Asano's work emphasizes the beauty found in everyday moments. By focusing on the mundane
aspects of life, the manga encourages readers to appreciate the small joys that often go unnoticed.

4. Social Commentary

The series serves as a critique of societal expectations and the pressures individuals face. Asano
addresses issues like consumerism, mental health, and the struggles of urban living, prompting
readers to consider their own experiences in light of these themes.

Artistic Style

Asano Inio's artistic style contributes significantly to the overall impact of "What a Wonderful World."
His detailed illustrations capture the emotions of the characters and the atmosphere of the scenes.
The use of stark contrasts and subtle shading enhances the realism of the narrative, immersing
readers in the world he has created.

The character designs are diverse and expressive, reflecting a range of emotions that resonate with
the audience. Asano's ability to convey deep feelings through visual storytelling is one of the
hallmarks of his work.

Impact on Readers

"What a Wonderful World" has left a lasting impression on its readers, often eliciting strong emotional
responses. Many fans appreciate the manga's candid exploration of difficult topics, which fosters a
sense of understanding and empathy.



Relatability

The characters' struggles mirror those of many readers, making their journeys relatable. This
connection allows readers to reflect on their experiences and challenges, often finding solace in the
shared human experience.

Inspiration and Reflection

The manga encourages readers to find beauty in their lives, prompting them to reflect on their own
moments of joy and despair. The message that life, despite its challenges, can be beautiful resonates
deeply with audiences.

Conclusion

"What a Wonderful World" is a remarkable work that captivates through its exploration of the human
condition. Asano Inio's unique storytelling style, combined with his ability to tackle profound themes,
creates a manga that is both thought-provoking and emotionally resonant.

Whether you are a seasoned manga enthusiast or new to the genre, "What a Wonderful World" offers
a rich narrative experience that invites introspection and appreciation for the complexities of life. It
serves as a reminder that even in the face of adversity, there is beauty to be found, making it a truly
wonderful world worth exploring.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'What a Wonderful World!' manga about?

‘What a Wonderful World!" is a manga series that explores the lives of various characters living in a
seemingly ordinary world, highlighting their struggles, dreams, and the beauty of everyday life.

Who is the author of 'What a Wonderful World!'?

The manga is written and illustrated by the talented Yuuki Kodama.

How many volumes does ‘What a Wonderful World!' have?

The series consists of 2 volumes, originally published in Japan from 2007 to 2008.

What themes are explored in 'What a Wonderful World!'?

The manga delves into themes of existentialism, the significance of human connections, and the
beauty found in mundane life.



Is 'What a Wonderful World!' suitable for all ages?

While the manga is accessible to a wide audience, it contains some mature themes and situations,
making it more suitable for older teens and adults.

Has 'What a Wonderful World!' received any adaptations?

Yes, 'What a Wonderful World!" has been adapted into an anime episode as part of the 'Genius Party'
anthology, showcasing its unique art style and storytelling.

What art style is used in ‘What a Wonderful World!'?

The manga features a distinctive art style characterized by detailed backgrounds and expressive
character designs, which enhance the emotional depth of the story.

What makes 'What a Wonderful World!' stand out from other
manga?

Its focus on the intricacies of daily life and the depth of human emotions, combined with a unique
storytelling approach, sets 'What a Wonderful World!" apart from more action-oriented manga.

Where can | read 'What a Wonderful World!'?

The manga is available in print and digital formats, with various online platforms offering the series
for purchase or rental.
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