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Weekly grammar worksheet apostrophes answer key is an essential resource for
educators and students alike, as it serves as a practical tool for mastering
the use of apostrophes in the English language. Apostrophes are often
misused, leading to confusion in both writing and comprehension.
Understanding how to correctly apply apostrophes can significantly enhance a
student's writing skills and overall communication abilities. In this
article, we will explore the different uses of apostrophes, common mistakes,
and provide a sample worksheet along with a detailed answer key.

Understanding the Apostrophe

Apostrophes are punctuation marks that indicate possession or the omission of
letters in contractions. Their correct usage is crucial for clear
communication. Here are the primary uses of apostrophes:

1. Indicating Possession

Apostrophes show that something belongs to someone or something. The rules
vary depending on whether the noun is singular or plural.

— Singular nouns: For most singular nouns, add an apostrophe followed by an
"S" (’S).
— Example: The dog’s leash (the leash belongs to the dog).

— Plural nouns ending in "s": For plural nouns that already end in "s,"
simply add an apostrophe after the "s."
— Example: The dogs’ park (the park belongs to the dogs).

— Plural nouns not ending in "s": For plural nouns that do not end in "s,"
add an apostrophe followed by an "s."
— Example: The children’s toys (the toys belong to the children).



2. Forming Contractions

Apostrophes are used to indicate that letters have been omitted in
contractions. This helps to create a more conversational tone in writing.

— Common contractions include:
- Don’t (do not)

- I'm (I am)

- It’s (it is or it has)

- You're (you are)

— They’re (they are)

3. Special Cases

There are specific instances where apostrophes are used in unique ways:

— Singular nouns that end with "s": Style guides differ, but typically you
can either add an apostrophe followed by "s" or just the apostrophe.
— Example: Charles’s book or Charles’ book (both are often accepted).

- Joint possession: When two or more people own the same item, only the last
name takes the apostrophe.

- Example: Jack and Jill’s house (the house belongs to both Jack and Jill).

— Separate possession: When two people own different items, both names take

an apostrophe.

- Example: Jack’s and Jill’s houses (Jack owns one house, and Jill owns
another) .

Common Apostrophe Mistakes

Many people struggle with using apostrophes correctly. Below are some
frequent errors:

1. Its vs. It'’s

- Its: A possessive form of "it."
— Example: The cat licked its paws.

- It’s: A contraction for "it is" or "it has."
- Example: It’'s raining outside (it is raining).

2. Your vs. You're

- Your: A possessive form of "you."
- Example: Is this your book?

- You’re: A contraction for "you are."
- Example: You're going to love this!



3. Who’s wvs. Whose

— Who’s: A contraction for "who is" or "who has."
- Example: Who’s coming to the party?

— Whose: A possessive form of "who."
- Example: Whose coat is this?

4. Plurals vs. Possession

It’s important to remember that adding an apostrophe to a plural noun does
not make it possessive.

— Incorrect: The cat’s are cute.
— Correct: The cats are cute.

Creating a Weekly Grammar Worksheet

To reinforce learning, creating a weekly grammar worksheet focused on
apostrophes can be beneficial. Below is a sample format that can be utilized
in classrooms or for self-study.

Worksheet Structure

1. Introduction: Briefly explain the importance of apostrophes.

2. Exercises: Include a variety of exercises focusing on different aspects of
apostrophe usage.

— Exercise 1: Fill in the blanks with the correct form (its/it’s).

- Exercise 2: Rewrite sentences to include correct apostrophe usage (e.g.,
"The dog wagged it’s tail" - "The dog wagged its tail").

- Exercise 3: Identify and correct mistakes in given sentences.

3. Creative Writing: Ask students to write a short paragraph using at least
five possessive nouns with apostrophes.

4. Review Questions: Include questions that review the rules discussed.

Sample Worksheet: Apostrophes

Instructions: Complete the exercises below by filling in the blanks,
correcting mistakes, and writing sentences as directed.

Exercise 1: Choose the correct answer (its/it’s).

1. The dog chased (its/it’s) tail.
2. (Its/It’s) a beautiful day outside.

Exercise 2: Correct the sentences below by adding apostrophes where needed.



1. The girls dress is blue.
2. The cats are in there house.

Exercise 3: Identify and correct the mistakes.

1. Who’s going to the movies with us?
2. Their going to love the party!

Creative Writing: Write a paragraph about your favorite hobby. Use at least
five possessive nouns that require apostrophes.

Review Questions:

1. What is the difference between "your" and "you're"?
2. How do you form the possessive of a plural noun?

Answer Key for Sample Worksheet

Exercise 1:

1. its
2. It’'s

Exercise 2:

1. The girl’s dress is blue.
2. The cats are in their house.

Exercise 3:

1. Who’s going to the movies with us? (Correct)
2. They're going to love the party!

Review Questions:

1. "Your" indicates possession; "you're" is a contraction for "you are."
2. For plural nouns, if they end in "s," you add an apostrophe after the "s";
if they don’t, you add ’'s.

Conclusion

Incorporating a weekly grammar worksheet apostrophes answer key not only aids
in understanding the rules of apostrophe usage but also helps identify and
correct common mistakes. By practicing regularly, students can become more
confident in their writing, leading to improved communication skills.
Educators can adapt the suggested worksheets to suit their classroom needs,
ensuring that students grasp the importance of apostrophes in the English
language. With diligence and practice, mastery of this punctuation mark is
attainable, paving the way for more effective written expression.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are apostrophes used for in English grammar?

Apostrophes are primarily used to indicate possession (e.g., 'the dog's
leash') and to form contractions (e.g., 'can't' for 'cannot').

How can I find an answer key for a weekly grammar
worksheet on apostrophes?

You can usually find answer keys for weekly grammar worksheets on educational
websites, teacher resource sites, or by checking with your teacher if the
worksheet is part of a class.

What common mistakes should I look for when using
apostrophes in my writing?

Common mistakes include confusing its and it's, misplacing apostrophes in
plural nouns (e.g., 'the dogs' toys' vs. 'the dog's toys'), and using
apostrophes for possessive pronouns (which do not require them).

Are there specific exercises that can help improve my
understanding of apostrophes?

Yes, practicing exercises that require you to fill in the blanks with the
correct use of apostrophes or correcting sentences that misuse them can be
very helpful.

Where can I access free printable worksheets focused
on apostrophes?

Free printable worksheets on apostrophes can be found on educational resource
websites, such as Teachers Pay Teachers, Education.com, or various grammar
blogs and forums.
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Unlock your students' understanding of apostrophes with our comprehensive weekly grammar
worksheet and answer key. Learn more for effective teaching tips!
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