
Walking On Water By Madeleine L Engle

Introduction to "Walking on Water" by Madeleine L'Engle

Walking on Water is a profound and thought-provoking work by the acclaimed author Madeleine L'Engle.
Known for her remarkable contributions to literature, particularly in the realm of science fiction and children's
literature, L'Engle's "Walking on Water" offers a unique perspective on the intersection of faith, art, and the
creative process. First published in 1980, this collection of essays explores the complex relationship between
spirituality and artistic expression, making it a significant text for both artists and those interested in the
philosophical underpinnings of creativity.

Context and Background

Madeleine L'Engle, best known for her classic novel "A Wrinkle in Time," had a multifaceted career that spanned
several decades. Her writing often delves into themes of science, faith, and the human experience. "Walking on
Water" is no exception, as it reflects her lifelong exploration of how art and spirituality intersect.

The book is a collection of essays that L'Engle wrote over the years, compiled and organized to provide
readers with insight into her thoughts on the role of the artist in society, the nature of creativity, and the
importance of faith in the creative process. L'Engle’s own experiences as an author, her deep Christian faith, and
her understanding of the artistic world inform each essay, making this work both personal and universal.



Thematic Exploration

In "Walking on Water," L'Engle addresses several key themes that resonate with readers from various
backgrounds. These themes include:

The Relationship Between Faith and Art

One of the central themes in "Walking on Water" is the relationship between faith and art. L'Engle argues that
art is a form of spiritual expression and that creativity is inherently tied to the divine. She believes that
artists are called to create as a means of participating in the ongoing act of creation, reflecting God's nature
and truth.

- Creativity as a Spiritual Gift: L'Engle emphasizes that creativity is not merely a talent but a gift from God.
Artists are seen as vessels through which divine inspiration flows, allowing them to share deeper truths with
the world.
- Art as a Reflection of Faith: The essays explore how artists can express their faith through their work,
providing a means of communication that transcends words and reaches the hearts of others.

The Artist's Responsibility

L'Engle discusses the responsibility that comes with being an artist. She believes that artists have a unique
role in society, one that involves both creating beauty and addressing the challenges of the human experience.

- Speaking Truth to Power: Artists are called to confront societal issues and injustices through their work,
using their voice to challenge the status quo and inspire change.
- Creating Community: L'Engle highlights the importance of community in the artistic process. She believes that
artists should engage with their audience, fostering dialogue and connection through their creations.

The Nature of Creativity

L'Engle delves into the nature of creativity itself, exploring how it manifests in the lives of individuals:

- The Creative Process: She discusses the often tumultuous journey of creating art, filled with doubt,
struggle, and joy. L'Engle encourages artists to embrace the full spectrum of the creative experience.
- Inspiration and Imagination: The role of imagination in the creative process is a key focus. L'Engle posits that
imagination is a powerful tool that allows artists to envision possibilities beyond the ordinary.

Key Essays in "Walking on Water"

"Walking on Water" features several essays that stand out for their depth and insight. Here are a few
notable ones:

The Artist's Way - In this essay, L'Engle discusses the spiritual journey of the artist, emphasizing that1.
the path is often fraught with challenges but ultimately rewarding.

Faith and Fiction - Here, she explores the role of faith in storytelling, arguing that fiction can reveal2.
truths about the human condition and the divine.



Living with Questions - L'Engle encourages readers to embrace uncertainty and doubt as integral parts3.
of the creative journey, rather than obstacles to overcome.

Impact and Legacy

"Walking on Water" has left a lasting impact on both readers and artists alike. L'Engle's insights resonate
with those who seek to understand the deeper connections between creativity and faith. Many artists have
found inspiration in her words, encouraging them to explore their own beliefs and experiences as they create.

- Influence on Contemporary Artists: L'Engle's perspective has influenced a generation of artists, writers, and
creators who grapple with the complexities of faith in their work. Her ability to articulate the spiritual
dimensions of creativity has encouraged many to delve deeper into their own artistic practices.
- A Resource for Reflection: The essays in "Walking on Water" serve as a resource for reflection and
contemplation. Many educators and spiritual leaders incorporate L'Engle’s writings into discussions about
art, faith, and the creative process, recognizing the relevance of her ideas in contemporary society.

Conclusion

Madeleine L'Engle's "Walking on Water" remains a powerful exploration of the interplay between faith and art.
Through her essays, L'Engle invites readers to consider the spiritual dimensions of creativity, urging them to
view their artistic pursuits as a means of connecting with the divine and contributing to the greater narrative
of humanity.

In a world where the arts often face challenges and underappreciation, L'Engle's work serves as a reminder of
the importance of creativity as a vital expression of faith, truth, and beauty. As we navigate our own
journeys as creators and individuals, "Walking on Water" encourages us to embrace our gifts, confront our
doubts, and continue exploring the profound mysteries of existence through our art.

Ultimately, L'Engle's message is one of hope and encouragement, a call to action for all who seek to walk on
water in their own lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Walking on Water' by Madeleine
L'Engle?
The main themes in 'Walking on Water' include the intersection of faith and art, the nature of creativity, and
the struggle for spiritual understanding in a modern world.

How does L'Engle incorporate her own experiences into 'Walking on Water'?
L'Engle draws on her personal experiences as an artist and her spiritual journey, using anecdotes and
reflections to illustrate her beliefs about the creative process and its connection to the divine.

What is the significance of the title 'Walking on Water'?
The title 'Walking on Water' symbolizes the idea of faith and trust in the unknown, reflecting how creative
individuals often step into uncertainty and challenge the limits of their abilities.



In what ways does L'Engle challenge conventional notions of religion in
'Walking on Water'?
L'Engle challenges conventional notions of religion by advocating for a more personal and experiential
understanding of faith, emphasizing that spirituality is not confined to dogma but is found in everyday
creativity and relationships.

What impact has 'Walking on Water' had on contemporary discussions
about spirituality and creativity?
'Walking on Water' has influenced contemporary discussions by encouraging artists and thinkers to explore
the spiritual dimensions of their work, fostering a dialogue about how creativity can be a pathway to deeper
understanding and connection with the divine.
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为什么有些外企把 PPT 叫做 deck？ - 知乎
在外企的小伙伴，可能会经常听到如下的说法： 你把这个deck改一下。 我还有很多deck要做。 你一查字典，发现 deck只有「甲板」的意思，但同事告诉你deck就是 PPT
的意思。 没错， deck就 …

有哪些有趣的步行模拟（walking simulator）游戏值得一玩？ - 知乎
似乎没人提到《万众狂欢（Everybody's Gone to the Rapture）》。 《万众狂欢》是一款没有任何动作元素、甚至连解谜元素都没有的冒险游戏，玩家所要做的全部
事情就是探索。这类完全专注于剧情故 …

【2025年】登山包推荐：新手怎么选背包？小鹰/格里高利/多特/ …
2 days ago · 1天单日行程： 一天内往返，推荐15-25L的，可以装下1天所需的干粮、饮水、充电宝等物品； 2-5天中短途行程（不露营）： 不需要带睡袋+帐篷+粮食等
露营装备，推荐35~50L的； 2-5天 …

如何评价游戏《行尸走肉》？ - 知乎
事实上，我在很早以前就玩过这款游戏，大概是13~14年左右，甚至可能是15年。（再次重玩是23年，因此我已经记不清我之前到底有没有把这游戏玩通关，但我唯一记得的就是我确实
玩过第一季，包括第 …

运动时正常心率范围大概多少？ - 知乎
运动前后的心率变化，与我们的心脏健康有千丝万缕的关系。 运动强度与心率的关系 在我们平时的科普中，经常会提到这几个词—— 低强度（小强度）、中强度和高强度（大强度）运动。
怎么定义它的 …

英语语法专题系列 第12讲：as, when和while引导时间状语从句的 …
1 分句的顺序可以颠倒： I noticed a police ear in front of number 37 as／when／while I was walking down the
street. 走在街上时，我注意到37号前面有个警察的眼线。

I am going to………和直接I am playing/walking有什么区别？ - 知乎
May 6, 2020 · 区别在于一个是一般将来时，一个是现在进行时。 如果表达的动词是不可延续的动词， 例如： go come leave 等，是可以用 现在进行时表将来 的。 举
个栗子：我将要去北京。 原句：I …
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如何评价美剧《行尸传说》（Tales of the Walking ... - 知乎
片名Tales of the Walking Dead (2022)，别名行尸故事 / 行尸的故事。 《行尸走肉》在完结季还剩8集的时候，发布了衍生剧《行尸传说》。 《行尸传说》为
《行尸走肉》系列带来了一些新鲜气息，本 …

请问欠驱动机器人（Underactuated Robotics）动力学与控制 该如 …
Jan 31, 2024 · 非驱动（欠驱动）机器人是指物理自由度大于可控自由度的机器人系统。 这些机器人具有复杂的动力学特性，在理解和控制方面具有挑战性。 以下是研究这一领域的
一些教科书和教具。 …

请问大神penis，dick，cock之间有什么意义上的不同吗？ - 知乎
Penis 比较文雅，可以写进文章里，翻译成男性生殖器，阴茎这样，看医生医生会这样用，一般人不会感到冒犯。 Dick 就是比较口头的那种意思，也没有贬义也不算很粗俗只是比较口
头，小孩尿尿的时候 …
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Explore the profound insights of "Walking on Water" by Madeleine L'Engle. Discover how art and
faith intertwine in this thought-provoking masterpiece. Learn more!
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