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INTRODUCTION TO “WALKING ON WATER” BY MADELEINE L'ENGLE

\WALKING ON W/ ATER IS A PROFOUND AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING WORK BY THE ACCLAIMED AUTHOR MADELEINE L'ENGLE.
KNOWN FOR HER REMARKABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO LITERATURE, PARTICULARLY IN THE REALM OF SCIENCE FICTION AND CHILDREN'S
LITERATURE, L'ENGLE’S “\W ALKING ON W/ ATER” OFFERS A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON THE INTERSECTION OF FAITH, ART, AND THE
CREATIVE PROCESS. FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1980, THIS COLLECTION OF ESSAYS EXPLORES THE COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
SPIRITUALITY AND ARTISTIC EXPRESSION, MAKING IT A SIGNIFICANT TEXT FOR BOTH ARTISTS AND THOSE INTERESTED IN THE
PHILOSOPHICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF CREATIVITY.

CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND

MADELEINE L'ENGLE, BEST KNOWN FOR HER CLASSIC NOVEL “A WRINKLE IN TIME,” HAD A MULTIFACETED CAREER THAT SPANNED
SEVERAL DECADES. HER WRITING OFTEN DELVES INTO THEMES OF SCIENCE, FAITH, AND THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE. “\/ ALKING ON
\WATER” IS NO EXCEPTION, AS IT REFLECTS HER LIFELONG EXPLORATION OF HOW ART AND SPIRITUALITY INTERSECT.

THE BOOK IS A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS THAT L'ENGLE WROTE OVER THE YEARS, COMPILED AND ORGANIZED TO PROVIDE
READERS WITH INSIGHT INTO HER THOUGHTS ON THE ROLE OF THE ARTIST IN SOCIETY, THE NATURE OF CREATIVITY, AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF FAITH IN THE CREATIVE PROCESS. L'ENGLE>S OWN EXPERIENCES AS AN AUTHOR, HER DEEP CHRISTIAN FAITH, AND
HER UNDERSTANDING OF THE ARTISTIC WORLD INFORM EACH ESSAY, MAKING THIS WORK BOTH PERSONAL AND UNIVERSAL.



THEMATIC EXPLORATION

IN “\¥/ ALKING ON W/ ATER,” L'ENGLE ADDRESSES SEVERAL KEY THEMES THAT RESONATE WITH READERS FROM VARIOUS
BACKGROUNDS. THESE THEMES INCLUDE:

THE ReELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FAITH AND ART

ONE OF THE CENTRAL THEMES IN W/ ALKING ON W/ ATER” IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FAITH AND ART. L'ENGLE ARGUES THAT
ART IS A FORM OF SPIRITUAL EXPRESSION AND THAT CREATIVITY IS INHERENTLY TIED TO THE DIVINE. SHE BELIEVES THAT
ARTISTS ARE CALLED TO CREATE AS A MEANS OF PARTICIPATING IN THE ONGOING ACT OF CREATION, REFLECTING Gob’s NATURE
AND TRUTH.

- CREATIVITY AS A SPIRITUAL GIFT: L'ENGLE EMPHASIZES THAT CREATIVITY IS NOT MERELY A TALENT BUT A GIFT FROM GOD.
ARTISTS ARE SEEN AS VESSELS THROUGH WHICH DIVINE INSPIRATION FLOWS, ALLOWING THEM TO SHARE DEEPER TRUTHS WITH
THE WORLD.

- ART AS A REFLECTION OF FAITH: THE ESSAYS EXPLORE HOW ARTISTS CAN EXPRESS THEIR FAITH THROUGH THEIR WORK,
PROVIDING A MEANS OF COMMUNICATION THAT TRANSCENDS WORDS AND REACHES THE HEARTS OF OTHERS.

THE ARTIST'S RESPONSIBILITY

L’ENGLE DISCUSSES THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT COMES WITH BEING AN ARTIST. SHE BELIEVES THAT ARTISTS HAVE A UNIQUE
ROLE IN SOCIETY, ONE THAT INVOLVES BOTH CREATING BEAUTY AND ADDRESSING THE CHALLENGES OF THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE.

- SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER: ARTISTS ARE CALLED TO CONFRONT SOCIETAL ISSUES AND INJUSTICES THROUGH THEIR WORK,
USING THEIR VOICE TO CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO AND INSPIRE CHANGE.

- CReAaTING COMMUNITY: L'ENGLE HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY IN THE ARTISTIC PROCESS. SHE BELIEVES THAT
ARTISTS SHOULD ENGAGE WITH THEIR AUDIENCE, FOSTERING DIALOGUE AND CONNECTION THROUGH THEIR CREATIONS.

THe NATURE oF CREATIVITY

L’ENGLE DELVES INTO THE NATURE OF CREATIVITY ITSELF, EXPLORING HOW IT MANIFESTS IN THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS:

- THe CREATIVE PROCESS: SHE DISCUSSES THE OFTEN TUMULTUOUS JOURNEY OF CREATING ART, FILLED WITH DOUBT,
STRUGGLE, AND JOY. L‘ENGLE ENCOURAGES ARTISTS TO EMBRACE THE FULL SPECTRUM OF THE CREATIVE EXPERIENCE.

- INSPIRATION AND IMAGINATION: THE ROLE OF IMAGINATION IN THE CREATIVE PROCESS IS A KEY FOCUS. L'ENGLE POSITS THAT
IMAGINATION IS A POWERFUL TOOL THAT ALLOWS ARTISTS TO ENVISION POSSIBILITIES BEYOND THE ORDINARY.

Key EssAYs IN “\W ALKING ON W ATER"

“\W/ ALKING ON W ATER” FEATURES SEVERAL ESSAYS THAT STAND OUT FOR THEIR DEPTH AND INSIGHT. HERE ARE A FEW
NOTABLE ONES!

1. THE ARTIST'S WAY - IN THIS ESSAY, L'ENGLE DISCUSSES THE SPIRITUAL JOURNEY OF THE ARTIST, EMPHASIZING THAT
THE PATH IS OFTEN FRAUGHT WITH CHALLENGES BUT ULTIMATELY REWARDING.

2. FAITH AND FICTION - HERE, SHE EXPLORES THE ROLE OF FAITH IN STORYTELLING, ARGUING THAT FICTION CAN REVEAL
TRUTHS ABOUT THE HUMAN CONDITION AND THE DIVINE.



3. LIVING WITH QUESTIONS - L'ENGLE ENCOURAGES READERS TO EMBRACE UNCERTAINTY AND DOUBT AS INTEGRAL PARTS
OF THE CREATIVEJOURNEY/ RATHER THAN OBSTACLES TO OVERCOME.

IMPACT AND LEGACY

"X/ ALKING ON W/ ATER” HAS LEFT A LASTING IMPACT ON BOTH READERS AND ARTISTS ALIKE. L'ENGLE’S INSIGHTS RESONATE
WITH THOSE WHO SEEK TO UNDERSTAND THE DEEPER CONNECTIONS BETWEEN CREATIVITY AND FAITH. MANY ARTISTS HAVE
FOUND INSPIRATION IN HER WORDS, ENCOURAGING THEM TO EXPLORE THEIR OWN BELIEFS AND EXPERIENCES AS THEY CREATE.

- INFLUENCE ON CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS: L'ENGLE’S PERSPECTIVE HAS INFLUENCED A GENERATION OF ARTISTS, WRITERS, AND
CREATORS WHO GRAPPLE WITH THE COMPLEXITIES OF FAITH IN THEIR WORK. HER ABILITY TO ARTICULATE THE SPIRITUAL
DIMENSIONS OF CREATIVITY HAS ENCOURAGED MANY TO DELVE DEEPER INTO THEIR OWN ARTISTIC PRACTICES.

- A RESOURCE FOR REFLECTION: THE ESSAYS IN “\W/ ALKING ON \WATER” SERVE AS A RESOURCE FOR REFLECTION AND
CONTEMPLATION. MANY EDUCATORS AND SPIRITUAL LEADERS INCORPORATE L'ENGLE’S WRITINGS INTO DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
ART, FAITH, AND THE CREATIVE PROCESS, RECOGNIZING THE RELEVANCE OF HER IDEAS IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY.

CoNCLUSION

MADELEINE L'ENGLE’S "W/ ALKING ON W/ ATER” REMAINS A POWERFUL EXPLORATION OF THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN FAITH AND ART.
THROUGH HER ESSAYS, L’ENGLE INVITES READERS TO CONSIDER THE SPIRITUAL DIMENSIONS OF CREATIVITY, URGING THEM TO
VIEW THEIR ARTISTIC PURSUITS AS A MEANS OF CONNECTING WITH THE DIVINE AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE GREATER NARRATIVE
OF HUMANITY.

IN A WORLD WHERE THE ARTS OFTEN FACE CHALLENGES AND UNDERAPPRECIATION, L’ENGLE'S WORK SERVES AS A REMINDER OF
THE IMPORTANCE OF CREATIVITY AS A VITAL EXPRESSION OF FAITH, TRUTH, AND BEAUTY. AS WE NAVIGATE OUR OWN
JOURNEYS AS CREATORS AND INDIVIDUALS, “\X/ ALKING ON \W ATER” ENCOURAGES US TO EMBRACE OUR GIFTS, CONFRONT OUR
DOUBTS, AND CONTINUE EXPLORING THE PROFOUND MYSTERIES OF EXISTENCE THROUGH OUR ART.

ULTIMATELY, L'ENGLE’S MESSAGE IS ONE OF HOPE AND ENCOURAGEMENT, A CALL TO ACTION FOR ALL WHO SEEK TO WALK ON
WATER IN THEIR OWN LIVES.

FREQUENTLY ASKeD QUESTIONS

W/HAT ARE THE MAIN THEMES EXPLORED IN ‘W ALKING ON W ATER' BY MADELEINE
L'ENGLE?

THE MAIN THEMES IN "\W/ ALKING ON W/ ATER’ INCLUDE THE INTERSECTION OF FAITH AND ART, THE NATURE OF CREATIVITY, AND
THE STRUGGLE FOR SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING IN A MODERN \WORLD.

How DoES L'ENGLE INCORPORATE HER OWN EXPERIENCES INTO ‘W ALKING ON W ATER'?

L’ENGLE DRAWS ON HER PERSONAL EXPERIENCES AS AN ARTIST AND HER SPIRITUAL JOURNEY, USING ANECDOTES AND
REFLECTIONS TO ILLUSTRATE HER BELIEFS ABOUT THE CREATIVE PROCESS AND ITS CONNECTION TO THE DIVINE.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TITLE W/ ALKING ON W ATER'?

THE TITLE "W ALKING ON W/ ATER" SYMBOLIZES THE IDEA OF FAITH AND TRUST IN THE UNKNOWN, REFLECTING HOW CREATIVE
INDIVIDUALS OFTEN STEP INTO UNCERTAINTY AND CHALLENGE THE LIMITS OF THEIR ABILITIES.



IN WHAT WAYS DOES L'ENGLE CHALLENGE CONVENTIONAL NOTIONS OF RELIGION IN
"W ALKING ON W/ ATER'?

L’ENGLE CHALLENGES CONVENTIONAL NOTIONS OF RELIGION BY ADVOCATING FOR A MORE PERSONAL AND EXPERIENTIAL
UNDERSTANDING OF FAITH, EMPHASIZING THAT SPIRITUALITY IS NOT CONFINED TO DOGMA BUT IS FOUND IN EVERYDAY
CREATIVITY AND RELATIONSHIPS.

\WHAT IMPACT HAS "W ALKING ON W ATER' HAD ON CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS
ABOUT SPIRITUALITY AND CREATIVITY?

"W ALKING ON W ATER' HAS INFLUENCED CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS BY ENCOURAGING ARTISTS AND THINKERS TO EXPLORE
THE SPIRITUAL DIMENSIONS OF THEIR WORK, FOSTERING A DIALOGUE ABOUT HOW CREATIVITY CAN BE A PATHWAY TO DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING AND CONNECTION WITH THE DIVINE.
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Explore the profound insights of "Walking on Water" by Madeleine L'Engle. Discover how art and
faith intertwine in this thought-provoking masterpiece. Learn more!
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