
War Eagle Auburn History

War Eagle Auburn history is an integral part of the University’s identity and culture,
representing the spirit and pride of Auburn University in Alabama. The phrase "War
Eagle" is more than just a rallying cry for the Auburn Tigers; it embodies a rich history
that dates back to the late 19th century. In this article, we will explore the origins of the
"War Eagle" tradition, its evolution over the years, and its significance in the lives of
students, alumni, and fans.

Origins of the "War Eagle" Tradition

The phrase "War Eagle" has a storied past that reflects the growth of Auburn University
and its athletic programs.

Early Beginnings

1. The First "War Eagle": The origins of "War Eagle" can be traced back to a Civil War
veteran, a man named D.J. "War Eagle" McGhee, who brought an eagle to a football game
in 1892. The eagle was intended to inspire the players and fans, and it quickly became a
symbol of pride for the team.

2. Adoption as a Battle Cry: The phrase "War Eagle" began to be used as a rallying cry
among fans and players during the late 1800s and early 1900s. It conveyed a sense of
determination and fighting spirit that resonated with the team and its supporters.

The War Eagle Mascot

The live eagle mascot is a key element of the "War Eagle" tradition.



- Aubie the Tiger: While "War Eagle" refers to the eagle, Auburn's official mascot is a tiger
named Aubie. Aubie has been a beloved figure since his introduction in 1979, serving as a
symbol of school spirit alongside the eagle.

- Live Eagle Flights: The tradition of having a live eagle fly around the stadium before
games started in the 2000s. An eagle named "War Eagle VII" was introduced in 2006, and
the spectacle of its flight has become a highlight of Auburn football games.

Significance of "War Eagle" in Auburn Culture

The "War Eagle" chant is more than just a phrase; it is a significant aspect of Auburn
culture that fosters unity among students, alumni, and fans.

Unity and Spirit

1. Fostering Community: The "War Eagle" chant is a way for fans to come together,
creating a sense of belonging and community. During football games, the phrase resonates
throughout Jordan-Hare Stadium, uniting everyone in a shared purpose.

2. Traditions and Rituals: The chant is often accompanied by various traditions, including
the "War Eagle" yell and the singing of "Eye of the Tiger." These rituals enhance the game-
day experience and strengthen the bond among supporters.

Academic and Athletic Excellence

- Encouragement for Athletes: The "War Eagle" chant serves as motivation for Auburn
athletes, reminding them of the support they have from their peers and fans. The energy
generated by the chant can boost morale and performance on the field.

- Academic Pride: Auburn University emphasizes not only athletic prowess but also
academic excellence. The "War Eagle" spirit extends beyond sports, celebrating the
achievements of students in various fields of study.

The Evolution of "War Eagle" Through the Years

As Auburn University has grown, so too has the "War Eagle" tradition, adapting to the
changing landscape of college sports and culture.

Changes in Athletic Competitions

1. Expansion of Sports: The "War Eagle" chant is not limited to football. It has been



embraced by various sports teams, including basketball, baseball, and soccer, showcasing
the university's commitment to a holistic athletic program.

2. Rivalries and Competition: The "War Eagle" chant takes on a special significance during
rival games, especially against teams like Alabama (the Iron Bowl). The intensity of these
matchups amplifies the passion behind the chant.

Modern Adaptations

- Social Media Influence: The rise of social media has allowed the "War Eagle" tradition to
spread beyond the stadium. Fans now share videos and photos of game-day experiences,
further embedding "War Eagle" in the broader culture.

- Merchandising: The phrase "War Eagle" has become a popular branding element,
appearing on merchandise ranging from clothing to home décor. This commercialization
reflects the pride that fans take in their university.

Iconic Moments Associated with "War Eagle"

Throughout its history, there have been numerous iconic moments that have become
legendary among Auburn fans.

Memorable Games

1. The Kick Six (2013): One of the most unforgettable moments in college football history
occurred during the Iron Bowl in 2013 when Chris Davis returned a missed field goal
attempt for a touchdown, securing a victory for Auburn. The roar of "War Eagle" echoed
through the stadium, symbolizing the triumph.

2. National Championship Victory (2010): Auburn's victory over Oregon in the 2011 BCS
National Championship Game solidified the "War Eagle" chant's legacy. The celebration
that followed was a testament to the university's spirit and resilience.

Community Engagement

- Philanthropy and Service: The "War Eagle" spirit extends beyond sports and academics.
Auburn fans are known for their community engagement and philanthropic efforts, often
participating in service projects and charitable initiatives.

- Alumni Involvement: The tradition of "War Eagle" continues to be a rallying point for
alumni, fostering lifelong connections and support for the university. Alumni events often
feature the chant, reminding graduates of their roots.



Conclusion

The War Eagle Auburn history is a testament to the enduring spirit of Auburn University.
From its humble beginnings with a live eagle to its current status as a symbol of pride and
unity, the "War Eagle" tradition has grown and evolved alongside the university. It
encapsulates the values of community, excellence, and resilience that define Auburn. As
the university continues to thrive, the "War Eagle" chant will undoubtedly remain a
cherished part of its legacy, inspiring future generations of students, alumni, and fans to
embrace the spirit of Auburn.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'War Eagle' signify in Auburn University
history?
'War Eagle' is a battle cry and the official mascot of Auburn University, symbolizing the
school's spirit and pride. It is deeply rooted in Auburn's history, dating back to the late
19th century.

When was the first recorded use of 'War Eagle' at
Auburn?
The phrase 'War Eagle' was first used in 1892 during a football game, and it has since
become an integral part of Auburn's identity.

What is the origin story of the War Eagle mascot?
The War Eagle mascot is often linked to a story involving a Civil War veteran who brought
an eagle to a football game, inspiring the crowd with its presence and giving rise to the
chant 'War Eagle.'

How many times has Auburn's War Eagle mascot
appeared at football games?
The War Eagle mascot has been a staple at Auburn football games since the early 1900s,
appearing at nearly every home game to rally fans and support the team.

What is the significance of the live eagle that flies
before Auburn football games?
A live eagle, named Nova, is flown before Auburn football games, representing the spirit
and tradition of the War Eagle. This practice has been a thrilling spectacle for fans since
2000.



How has 'War Eagle' influenced Auburn's athletics
culture?
'War Eagle' has become a rallying cry that embodies the tenacity and pride of Auburn
athletes and fans, fostering a strong sense of community and loyalty among supporters.

What are some popular traditions associated with 'War
Eagle' at Auburn University?
Traditions include the pre-game 'War Eagle' flight, the singing of the Auburn fight song,
and the crowd's enthusiastic response of 'War Eagle!' during games.

What is the rivalry between Auburn and Alabama, and
how does 'War Eagle' play a role in it?
The Iron Bowl rivalry between Auburn and Alabama is one of the fiercest in college
football. 'War Eagle' serves as a symbol of Auburn pride, especially during this highly
anticipated annual matchup.

How has the phrase 'War Eagle' evolved over the years?
'War Eagle' has evolved from a simple battle cry into a multifaceted symbol of Auburn
University's spirit, encompassing athletic pride, alumni identity, and community unity.

What notable achievements have been associated with
Auburn under the 'War Eagle' banner?
Auburn University has achieved numerous accolades in athletics, including national
championships in football, basketball, and track and field, all celebrated under the 'War
Eagle' spirit.
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