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Westminster Confession of Faith in Modern English is a significant document in the history of Christian
theology, particularly for Reformed traditions. It was first adopted in the 17th century during the English
Civil War by the Westminster Assembly, comprising theologians and members of Parliament. The
Confession serves as a comprehensive summary of the beliefs and doctrines held by the Reformed churches
and remains influential today. This article seeks to present the Westminster Confession of Faith in a

modern English context, making it accessible for contemporary readers while preserving its theological
depth.



Historical Context

The Westminster Confession of Faith was drafted between 1643 and 1646 during a time of religious and
political turmoil in England. The Assembly aimed to address the theological disputes emerging from the
Reformation and to provide a unified doctrinal standard for the Church of England and the emerging

Presbyterian churches.

Key Historical Events

1. The English Civil War (1642-1651): This conflict between the monarchy and Parliament led to a
questioning of religious authority and governance.

2. The Assembly's Formation (1643): Convened by the Long Parliament, the Westminster Assembly
sought to reform the Church of England and resolve theological disputes.

3. Influence of Reformation Thought: The Confession was heavily influenced by earlier Reformed

theologians, such as John Calvin and Martin Luther.

Structure of the Confession

The Westminster Confession of Faith is divided into a series of chapters, each addressing specific aspects of
Christian belief. The modern English version retains the original structure while updating the language for

clarity and comprehension.

Overview of Key Chapters

1. Chapter 1: Of the Holy Scripture
- Affirms the authority and sufficiency of Scripture.
- States that the Bible is the ultimate guide for faith and practice.

2. Chapter 2: Of God and the Holy Trinity
- Describes the nature of God as a trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

- Emphasizes God's sovereignty and attributes.

3. Chapter 3: Of God's Eternal Decree
- Discusses predestination and God's plan for salvation.

- Highlights the mystery of God's will in relation to human choices.

4. Chapter 4: Of Creation



- Affirms that God created the world out of nothing.

- Discusses the purpose and goodness of creation.

5. Chapter 5: Of Providence
- Explains God's continual involvement in the world.

- Assures believers of God’s care and guidance.

6. Chapter 6: Of the Fall of Man, Sin, and the Punishment Thereof

- Addresses the entrance of sin into the world through Adam and Eve.

- Discusses the consequences of sin for humanity.

7. Chapter 7: Of God’s Covenant with Man

- Explains the nature of God's covenants and their significance in salvation history.

- Highlights the covenant of grace.

8. Chapter 8: Of Christ the Mediator

- Centers on the person and work of Jesus Christ.

- Details His role as the mediator between God and humanity.

9. Chapter 9: Of Free Will

- Discusses human will in the context of sin and grace.

- Addresses the influence of grace on human decision-making.

10. Chapter 10: Of Effectual Calling
- Explains how God calls individuals to salvation.

- Highlights the transformative power of grace.

11. Chapter 11: Of Justification
- Discusses the doctrine of justification by faith alone.

- Emphasizes Christ's righteousness imputed to believers.

12. Chapter 12: Of Adoption
- Explains the believer's status as a child of God.

- Discusses the privileges and responsibilities of adoption.

13. Chapter 13: Of Sanctification

- Addresses the process of growing in holiness.

- Highlights the role of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life.

14. Chapter 14: Of Saving Faith
- Defines what it means to have saving faith.

- Emphasizes trust in Christ alone for salvation.



15. Chapter 15: Of Repentance unto Life
- Discusses the necessity of repentance for salvation.

- Explains the nature of true repentance.

16. Chapter 16: Of Good Works
- Affirms the importance of good works as evidence of faith.

- Discusses the relationship between faith and works.

17. Chapter 17: Of the Perseverance of the Saints
- Teaches that true believers will persevere in faith until the end.

- Assures believers of God’s faithfulness.

18. Chapter 18: Of the Assurance of Grace and Salvation
- Explains how believers can have assurance of their salvation.

- Discusses the role of the Holy Spirit in providing comfort.

19. Chapter 19: Of the Law of God
- Affirms the relevance of God’s moral law.

- Discusses the law's role in guiding believers.

20. Chapter 20: Of Christian Liberty and Liberty of Conscience
- Discusses the freedom believers have in Christ.

- Addresses the importance of conscience in Christian living.

21. Chapter 21: Of Religious Worship and the Sabbath Day
- Explains the importance of worship and the observance of the Sabbath.

- Discusses the means of grace through worship.

22. Chapter 22: Of Lawful Oaths and Vows
- Addresses the importance and proper use of oaths and vows.

- Discusses the seriousness of commitments made before God.

23. Chapter 23: Of the Civil Magistrate
- Discusses the role of civil authorities in God’s plan.

- Addresses the relationship between church and state.

24. Chapter 24: Of Marriage and Divorce
- Affirms the sanctity of marriage.

- Discusses the biblical grounds for divorce.

25. Chapter 25: Of the Church
- Describes the nature and purpose of the Church.

- Emphasizes the importance of community in the faith.



26. Chapter 26: Of the Communion of Saints
- Explains the mutual support and fellowship among believers.

- Highlights the shared responsibilities in the body of Christ.

27. Chapter 27: Of the Sacraments
- Discusses the significance and purpose of the sacraments.

- Explains baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

28. Chapter 28: Of Baptism
- Defines the meaning and practice of baptism.

- Discusses infant baptism and its theological basis.

29. Chapter 29: Of the Lord's Supper
- Addresses the significance of the Lord’s Supper.

- Discusses the spiritual nourishment believers receive.

30. Chapter 30: Of Church Censures
- Discusses the role of church discipline.

- Explains the process of maintaining purity in the church.

31. Chapter 31: Of Synods and Councils
- Addresses the role of church assemblies in governance.

- Discusses their authority in resolving disputes.

32. Chapter 32: Of the State of Men After Death and the Resurrection of the Dead
- Explains what happens after death.

- Discusses the resurrection and eternal life.

33. Chapter 33: Of the Last Judgment
- Addresses the final judgment and its implications for humanity.

- Discusses the hope of believers and the fate of the unrepentant.

Core Doctrines

The Westminster Confession of Faith articulates several core doctrines that are central to Reformed

theology. These doctrines are essential for understanding the Christian faith as articulated in the Confession.

Key Doctrines Explained

- Sovereignty of God: Emphasizes God's absolute authority and control over all creation.



- Total Depravity: Asserts that sin has affected every part of humanity, leaving individuals incapable of
saving themselves.

- Unconditional Election: States that God's choice of certain individuals for salvation is not based on any
foreseen merit or action.

- Limited Atonement: Teaches that Christ's death was intended for the elect, securing their salvation.

- Irresistible Grace: Affirms that those whom God has chosen will inevitably come to faith.

- Perseverance of the Saints: Believers will endure in faith until the end, as they are kept by God’s power.

Modern Relevance

In today's world, where theological diversity is prevalent, the Westminster Confession of Faith in Modern
English serves as a unifying document for many Reformed churches. Its teachings continue to shape the

beliefs of countless Christians and provide a framework for understanding Scripture and the Christian life.

Why It Matters Today

1. Doctrinal Foundation: Provides a solid foundation for teaching and preaching.
2. Unity in Diversity: Offers a common confession that can unify various Reformed denominations.
3. Guidance for Ethics: Provides a moral compass in a rapidly changing society.

4. Historical Significance: Connects contemporary believers with a rich tradition of faith.

Conclusion

The Westminster Confession of Faith in Modern English remains a vital resource for Christians seeking to
understand their faith in a contemporary context. By updating the language while preserving the original

meaning, this version makes

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Westminster Confession of Faith?

The Westminster Confession of Faith is a statement of faith that was created in the 17th century by the
Westminster Assembly. It outlines the beliefs of the Reformed tradition and serves as a guide for doctrine

and church governance.



How does the modern English version of the Westminster Confession
differ from the original?

The modern English version of the Westminster Confession simplifies the language and updates archaic

terms, making it more accessible to contemporary readers while retaining the original theological meaning.

Why is the Westminster Confession of Faith important for Christians
today?

The Confession provides a comprehensive summary of Reformed theology, guiding believers in their
understanding of Scripture, the nature of God, salvation, and the sacraments, making it a valuable resource

for teaching and doctrine.

Can the Westminster Confession of Faith be used in non-Reformed
traditions?

While primarily associated with Reformed traditions, the Westminster Confession can be appreciated by
other Christian groups for its theological insights, though its specific doctrines may not align with all

denominations.

How can I find a modern English version of the Westminster Confession?

Many publishers and online resources offer modern English translations of the Westminster Confession of
Faith. Websites dedicated to Reformed theology or Christian literature often provide free or purchasable

versions.

What are some key themes in the Westminster Confession of Faith?

Key themes include the sovereignty of God, the authority of Scripture, the nature of humanity, the work

of Christ, the role of faith and grace, and the importance of the church and sacraments.

How is the Westminster Confession of Faith used in worship services?

The Confession is often recited or referenced in worship services, catechism classes, and theological

discussions, serving as a doctrinal foundation and a teaching tool for congregations.
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