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US HisTory UNIT 3 ENCOMPASSES A CRUCIAL PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY, SPANNING THE YEARS FROM THE LATE 18TH
CENTURY INTO THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY. THIS ERA INCLUDES SIGNIFICANT EVENTS THAT SHAPED THE UNITED STATES, SUCH
AS THE FORMATION OF THE CONSTITUTION, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, THE EMERGENCE OF POLITICAL
PARTIES, AND THE EXPANSION OF THE NATION THROUGH BOTH DIPLOMACY AND CONFLICT. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE
THESE DEVELOPMENTS AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS ON THE AMERICAN LANDSCAPE.

THE FORMATION OF THE CONSTITUTION

THeE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTIONI RATIFIED IN 1 788/ WAS A PIVOTAL DOCUMENT THAT LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE
COUNTRY'S GOVERNMENT AND LEGAL SYSTEM. ITS CREATION WAS MOTIVATED BY SEVERAL FACTORS, INCLUDING:

® THE WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

e THE NEED FOR A STRONGER CENTRAL GOVERNMENT

® THE DESIRE TO MAINTAIN INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES WHILE ENSURING ORDER

THe ConsTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

INMAY 1787, DELEGATES FROM TWELVE OF THE THIRTEEN STATES CONVENED IN PHILADELPHIA TO ADDRESS THE FAILURES OF
THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION. THE CONVENTION RESULTED IN A NEW FRAMEWORK OF GOVERNMENT CHARACTERIZED BY:

- A SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES
- SEPARATION OF POWERS AMONG THE LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES
- A BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE CONSISTING OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES



THE DEBATES DURING THIS CONVENTION WERE INTENSE, WITH KEY FIGURES LIKEJAMES MADISON, ALEXANDER HAMILTON, AND
GEORGE W ASHINGTON PLAYING PIVOTAL ROLES. THE RESULTING DOCUMENT WAS A COMPROMISE THAT AIMED TO BALANCE THE
INTERESTS OF BOTH LARGE AND SMALL STATES, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO THE CREATION OF A GOVERNMENT THAT COULD
EFFECTIVELY GOVERN A DIVERSE NATION.



