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The United Methodist Book of Discipline 2019 serves as a comprehensive guide
and foundational document for the United Methodist Church (UMC), outlining
its beliefs, practices, governance, and organizational structure. This
publication is critical for understanding the church's traditions, rules, and
the theological underpinnings that shape its mission and ministry. The 2019



edition reflects the ongoing evolution within the church, especially in light
of contemporary social issues and internal debates over doctrine and
practice.

Historical Context of the Book of Discipline

The United Methodist Church traces its roots to the 18th century, with John
Wesley's revivalist movement leading to the establishment of the Methodist
tradition. The Book of Discipline has evolved significantly over the years,
with each edition reflecting the church's changing needs and contexts. The
first official Book of Discipline was published in 1784, and subsequent
editions have incorporated amendments and updates to address emerging issues
and practices.

Structure of the 2019 Book of Discipline

The 2019 Book of Discipline is divided into several sections, each focusing
on different aspects of the church's life and governance:

1. Doctrinal Standards

This section outlines the theological foundations of the UMC, including the
Articles of Religion and the Confession of Faith. It emphasizes core beliefs
such as the nature of God, the role of Jesus Christ, and the importance of
grace. Understanding these standards is essential for clergy and lay members
alike, as they guide the church's doctrine and ethical teachings.

2. The Organization of the Church

The Book of Discipline details the structure of the UMC, including the roles
and responsibilities of various conferences (local, district, conference, and
general). It provides clarity on the decision-making processes, governance,
and the relationship between clergy and laity. Key components include:

e Annual Conferences: Local gatherings of churches for decision-making and
support.

e Connectional System: A network that emphasizes mutual support and shared
ministry among congregations.

e Bishops: Leaders who oversee the spiritual and administrative functions
of the church.



3. Ministry and Mission

This section focuses on the church's mission, which is to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. It emphasizes the
importance of outreach, social justice, and community service. The 2019
edition highlights various programs and initiatives that the church supports,
including:

1. Church planting and revitalization efforts.
2. Mission trips and partnerships with global ministries.

3. Advocacy for social justice issues, such as poverty and racial equality.

4. The Role of Clergy and Laity

The Book of Discipline outlines the qualifications, responsibilities, and
processes for clergy within the UMC. It emphasizes the importance of
accountability, continuing education, and ethical conduct. Additionally, it
details the roles of lay members, highlighting their contributions to church
life and governance. The collaborative relationship between clergy and laity
is a cornerstone of the church's mission.

Contentious Issues Addressed in the 2019
Edition

The 2019 Book of Discipline is particularly notable for addressing
significant controversies within the church, especially concerning human
sexuality. The debate over the inclusion of LGBTQ+ individuals in the life of
the church has been a focal point of discussion and division. The 2019
edition includes:

1. The Traditional Plan

This plan was reaffirmed during the Special Session of the General Conference
held in February 2019, where delegates voted to maintain the church's
traditional stance on marriage and ordination. The Traditional Plan
emphasizes the church's teachings on sexuality and reinforces the prohibition
against the ordination of openly LGBTQ+ individuals and same-sex marriages.



2. The One Church Plan

An alternative to the Traditional Plan, the One Church Plan sought to allow
individual churches and conferences to make their own decisions regarding
LGBTQ+ inclusion. This approach aimed to create space for diverse beliefs
within the denomination, promoting unity despite differing views. However,
the One Church Plan was ultimately rejected during the General Conference.

3. The Connectional Conference Plan

This proposal aimed to create a more flexible church structure that would
allow for different expressions of Methodism within the UMC. It intended to
address the varying perspectives on human sexuality while maintaining the
connectional nature of the church. However, like the One Church Plan, it did
not gain enough support to be adopted.

The Implications of the 2019 Book of Discipline

The decisions made during the 2019 General Conference and the subsequent
reaffirmation of the Traditional Plan have far-reaching implications for the
UMC. The church faces challenges related to:

1. Unity and Division

The ongoing debates over human sexuality have led to significant divisions
within the church. Many congregations and clergy members disagree with the
prohibitions outlined in the Traditional Plan, leading to calls for
disaffiliation from the UMC. The challenge for church leadership is to
navigate these divisions while seeking to maintain a sense of unity and
mission.

2. Future of the UMC

The 2019 Book of Discipline sets the stage for future discussions about the
church's direction. As societal norms continue to evolve, the UMC must
grapple with its identity and mission in a changing world. This includes
addressing issues such as racial justice, gender equality, and environmental
stewardship, all of which are critical to the church's witness.



3. The Role of the Global Church

The UMC is a global denomination, with members and congregations across the
world. The diverse cultural contexts in which the church operates influence
perspectives on many issues, including human sexuality. Engaging with global
partners and respecting cultural differences will be essential as the church
moves forward.

Conclusion

The United Methodist Book of Discipline 2019 is more than just a manual for
governance; it is a reflection of the church's identity, mission, and the
challenges it faces in contemporary society. As the UMC navigates issues of
unity, diversity, and social justice, the Book of Discipline will continue to
serve as an essential resource for clergy and laity alike. Understanding its
contents and implications is crucial for anyone involved in the life of the
church, as it shapes not only policies and practices but also the broader
mission of the United Methodist Church in the world today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 2019 United
Methodist Book of Discipline?

The 2019 United Methodist Book of Discipline is significant as it provides
the official guidelines, rules, and procedures for the United Methodist
Church, particularly in light of the decisions made during the 2019 Special
Session of the General Conference regarding human sexuality and church unity.

What major issues were addressed in the 2019 Book of
Discipline?

The 2019 Book of Discipline addressed major issues such as the church's
stance on same-sex marriage and the ordination of LGBTQ+ clergy, reaffirming
a traditional view while also prompting discussions about potential schisms
within the church.

How does the 2019 Book of Discipline impact local
churches?

The 2019 Book of Discipline impacts local churches by establishing the
policies they must follow concerning ministry practices, clergy appointments,
and the handling of disputes, particularly in relation to issues of sexuality
and inclusivity.



What are the consequences for clergy who violate the
2019 Book of Discipline's provisions?

Clergy who violate the provisions of the 2019 Book of Discipline,
particularly those related to same-sex marriage and LGBTQ+ ordination, may
face disciplinary actions including censure, suspension, or even removal from
the ministry.

How has the 2019 Book of Discipline influenced
discussions about church unity?

The 2019 Book of Discipline has influenced discussions about church unity by
highlighting deep divisions within the denomination, prompting conversations
about potential pathways for reconciliation or separation among differing
theological perspectives on human sexuality.
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Explore the United Methodist Book of Discipline 2019 to understand its key guidelines and
principles. Discover how it shapes the church today. Learn more!
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